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We’re at Half-Time
Don’t give up–there’s still more to come!

I

’m not much of a football fan. I enjoy watching the game when someone watches
with me who knows more about it than I do! However, I know enough about
football to know that there’s a first half, then a pause (half-time), followed by a
second half. And, I know that the game is not over until that last whistle blows.

»

LIFE IS LIKE A BOX OF CHOCOLATES
Our world is in disarray. People are experiencing all kinds of emotions: fear,
anxiety, depression, and grief to name a few. Some people think it’s the end of the
world–I’m not one of those people.
People have asked me: What in the world is going on? I try and reassure them that
God is still the same as He was before we ever heard the word coronavirus! In other
words, God is still in control. That’s where I place my confidence–in Yahweh God, the
God of the Universe and everything that we see.
I spend a lot of time in prayer and Bible study asking God to give me insight and
wisdom for my life and for The Church of God as well. As I was meditating one day, I
thought about a phrase I’ve heard a lot of people say recently: “I can’t wait till everything
gets back to normal!”
Let me just state for the record: I HOPE WE NEVER GET BACK TO NORMAL!
What? Hear me out. I believe this pandemic has been a wake-up call for the world.
We’ve watched everything we thought we knew change in a matter of days. Freedoms
were rescinded, work was stopped, and the news coverage was enough to make you
say the sinner’s prayer one more time just to make sure you were ready to go in case
someone sneezed in your direction (up to 20 feet away they say).
I believe that God can use this experience to shake us a little from our “normal,”
everyday routine. Let’s admit that we often become complacent when things in our lives
are “normal.” I don’t know about you, but I’m sick and tired of normal. I’m coming out of
this pandemic with a renewed vision and interest in what God is doing in these Last
Days.
»

BACK TO THE FOOTBALL GAME
A football game is never won in the first half. We’ve all watched games where one
team dominates the other, and, if we’re lucky, it’s our team that’s winning. But I’ve
watched enough games–and heard enough stories–to know that the first half is not the
end of the story.
After the first half, comes the half-time show–a pause in the action. Can you relate
to that word pause? I feel like that’s exactly what has happened to us–someone hit the
pause button. Seems like our lives have been put on “hold.” And, like all of you, I have
never experienced anything like this in my lifetime.
Okay, so, it’s half-time. What happens in the locker room while the half-time show
is going on? The coach and players are busy evaluating the first half. They discuss
what has been working–and what hasn’t worked at all!
That’s what I think we should do as well. I think it’s time to take a look at The
Church of God again. We need to honestly evaluate what we have been doing and
determine whether or not it has been working.

“I hope we
never get back
to normal!”
»

IT’S HALFTIME
I think we have made some
important progress in the first
half. We have come out of our
sealed houses. We have stopped
judging each other. We are
allowing ourselves to be
transformed by God’s Agape
Love–a love that serves others
and demands nothing in return.
While we have made
progress, there’s still more work
to be done. We need to continue
to come out of our “sealed”
houses.
That’s the message found in
Haggai 1:2-11, “Thus speaks the
Lord of hosts, saying: ‘This
people says, “The time has not
come, the time that the Lord’s
house should be built.” Then the
word of the Lord came by Haggai
the prophet, saying, “Is it time for
you yourselves to dwell in your
paneled houses, and this temple
to lie in ruins?” Now therefore,

thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways! “You have sown much, and bring in
little; You eat, but do not have enough; You drink, but you are not filled with drink; You
clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; And he who earns wages, Earns wages to put
into a bag with holes.”
“Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways! Go up to the mountains and
bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the
Lord. “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home,
I blew it away. Why?” says the Lord of hosts “Because of My house that is in ruins, while
every one of you runs to his own house. Therefore the heavens above you withhold the
dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. For I called for a drought on the land and the
mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings
forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”
We are at a very unique juncture in God’s prophetic timetable. No, the Wrath
Dispensation has not started. No, this pandemic is not the plagues of God being poured
out. I believe what we are seeing right now is the words of Jesus being fulfilled as
written in Matthew 24:7,8, “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All
these are the beginning of sorrows.” We are experiencing a pestilence. Jesus tells us
in verse 6 of the same chapter that all these things will happen, “but the end is not yet.”
So, according to Jesus, there’s still more to come.

There’s still time to share.
»

NOW WHAT?
I’m a different person than
what I was before this pandemic
began. I’m more aware of a lot of
things than I used to be. And,
yes, I wash my hands more often
than I ever did–that’s for sure!
But I’m most confident about
placing my trust in my Heavenly
Father’s capable hands. I’m more
determined than ever to allow
God to mold and shape me as He
sees fit.
The Bible is our playbook.
He’s already figured everything
out. All I need to do is study to
show myself approved of God
while rightly dividing His Word
through this trying time.
The fact of the matter is this:
We win in the end! I’ve already
read the end of the book and I’m
here to tell you that Satan will be
defeated and we will be
victorious. Let me encourage you
not to give up. The game is not
over until the last whistle is
blown–or in this case the Last
Trumpet is sounded!
»

»

IT’S TIME FOR THE SECOND HALF
We live in a world where division, hatred, and evil are on the rise. We see it all
around us. It’s time that we as The Church of God band together with our brothers and
sisters in God’s great kingdom to face the enemy. Let’s work together with them, let’s
assist them, let’s be a blessing to them and fight the enemy together. There is strength
in numbers!
We need each other! While we are facing a pandemic right now, the Bible talks
about another famine that God will send in the land. I call it the famine for the Word of
God. Let’s read Amos 8:11,12, “Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord God, “That
I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine of bread, Nor a thirst for water, But of
hearing the words of the Lord. They shall wander from sea to sea, And from north to
east; They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, But shall not find it.”
This prophecy is being fulfilled as we speak, especially with this pandemic we are
facing. People are trying to understand exactly what is happening–and they are hearing
all kinds of theories, stories, and myths. But it doesn’t have to be so! It’s time we share
what we know about the Last Days–in love. Not with an attitude of superiority, but in
love.
God has given The Church of God a great revelation and understanding of Jesus
Christ and His Last Days’ program. If we are honest with ourselves–as we are
evaluating our first-half performance–we must admit that we haven’t done a very good
job of sharing this revelation with those around us; however, the game is not over yet!

I BELIEVE
I believe every word that God
has written in the Bible. I believe
that if we speak the truth in love,
lives will be changed. I believe
that God’s Kingdom will come
together–like never before. God
will fill His church again!
I encourage you today not to
give up! The return of Jesus is
soon at hand. God has everything
under control. Our job is to listen
to the Holy Spirit and He will lead
us all the way to the end. May
God bless you is my prayer! O

» COVER FEATURE

The Potter’s House
– Making Worthy
Vessels

O

ur world has been turned upside-down. Everything that we take
for granted has changed–including our ability to work, worship
God, and even leave our own homes when we want. We are not used
to these restrictions. We are used to doing whatever we decide to
do–whenever we decide to do it! We take pride in our freedoms in this
country. However, one day, everything changed!
Æ CHANGE IS A PART OF LIFE
Whether we like to admit it or not, change is a necessary component of life. We start life in our
mother’s wombs, we are born, then we start to feed ourselves and walk. We can’t wait to get to
school–then we can’t wait to get out of school. We can’t wait to grow up–then we long for the
carefree days of our childhood. And, should God grant us mercy, we live into our senior years where
more change awaits us.
Change is a natural part of life. It’s an essential component that keeps us on a very interesting
road. While some may want to resist and buck change, change is inevitable. So, what does God’s
Word say about change?
God’s Word is full of instructions designed to change and transform us into what God would
have us to be. While God initially created us perfect and immortal in the Garden of Eden, our
decision to disobey God by sinning wrought devastating consequences in our lives. Now, we are
on a journey to become what God created us to be in the first place: His perfect creation.
Don’t be afraid of the word perfect. It simply means mature, to be made whole. In a nutshell,
God made us perfect (whole)–sin corrupted us. God did not create us to be sinners. That was not
His plan. However, He did create us with the right to choose between right and wrong. It’s obvious
that man chose to sin. The whole purpose of God’s Word is to bring us back to wholeness in Him–a
life that is free from sin.
Æ OUR NEED FOR CHANGE
Because of the sinful nature that we inherited from Adam and Eve, we desperately NEED to be
made whole and to be restored to what God intended us to be in the first place. The fact is, we need
a Potter to mold and form us.
First, we must establish that it was the Potter who formed and created us in the beginning.
Consider Genesis 1:26-28, “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created
man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue
it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.”
Not only did God the Creator make and form us, He also gave us dominion over the world and
every living creature. That’s right, God made us to be rulers over the earth. So, what happened? We
gave away our dominion to Satan when we chose to obey him rather than God. God’s Word tells
us emphatically that we become slaves to whomever we obey. “Don't you know that when you offer
yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey–whether you are
slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?” (Romans 6:16).
So, for the record, 1) God created and formed us in the beginning–which makes Him the Potter
and us the clay. The Bible actually says that God “formed man of the dust of the ground” (Genesis
2:7), and 2) because Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden–thereby transferring to
all of us a sinful nature (Romans 12:1)–we have all sinned and come short of the glory of God
(marred), and finally 3) thus God enacted His plan of redemption which included sending His onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, to mend our broken status and lead us back to Him.
Æ GOD LOVES YOU
Because God created us in His image and loves us unconditionally, He actually has the right
to make us over again. This is exactly the scenario we find in the words of the Lord through the
prophet Jeremiah found in Jeremiah 18:1-6, “The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord,
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saying: “Arise and go down to the
potter’s house, and there I will cause
you to hear My words.”
Then I went down to the potter’s house,
and there he was, making something at
the wheel. And the vessel that he made
of clay was marred in the hand of the
potter; so he made it again into another
vessel, as it seemed good to the potter
to make. Then the word of the Lord
came to me, saying: “O house of Israel,
can I not do with you as this potter?”
says the Lord. “Look, as the clay is in
the potter’s hand, so are you in My
hand, O house of Israel!”
There’s a distinct process outlined
in this passage concerning the Potter’s
House. Consider the following:
1) FIRST – We are instructed to
ARISE. There’s something to be
said about taking a stand in order to
allow change to transform you. So
many times we want change in our
lives, but we refuse to stop playing
in the dirt. If we want change to
come, we have to ARISE.
2) SECOND – We are told to “go
down to the Potter’s house.” God’s
Word is clear that He considers His
church to be a body of people–not
an island unto themselves. We
cannot be part of a body, if we
refuse to become part of a church
body–a place where believers
come together.
Why? Because when a part of
the body lacks anything–the rest of
the body rushes to rescue the
hurting member. How can that
happen when we refuse to gather
at the house of the Lord?
3) THIRD – We are instructed to “hear
My words.” Jesus Christ is the
Word of God. “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God” (John
1:1).
The only way that our lives can
be changed is when we hear God’s
Word and subject ourselves to
whatever He tells us to do. James
admonishes us to be not only
hearers of the Word, but to be
doers of the Word as well.
4) FOURTH – We must acknowledge
that God is the Potter–and we are
the clay. We acknowledge God’s
right to change and mold us into

what He would have us to be. Our
submission to the Potter will permit
our transformation.
5) FIFTH – We recognize that God’s
plan is not to throw us away
because we have become marred.
The word marred simply means to
damage or spoil to a certain extent,
render less perfect, impaired or
spoiled.
Jeremiah makes it clear that
the Potter did not throw away the
marred clay, He simply made it into
another vessel–a vessel of honor.

So many times Satan tries to tell us
that because we are broken, we are
disqualified to be used by God.
That is absolutely not true! The
truth of the matter is this: Your
brokenness qualifies you to be
used by God. Isn’t that what Isaiah
61:1-3 says? Jesus was sent to heal
“the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those who
are bound.” Your brokenness is
why Jesus came to this earth. He
came to rescue you.

Æ HOW DOES GOD FORM US
ANEW?
We’ve established that God has the
right to shape and form us because
He’s the One that created us. So, how
does God transform us? What tools
does He use?
My mind immediately goes to
Ephesians 5 where Paul tells us that
God uses His Word to sanctify and
wash us: “that He might sanctify and
cleanse her with the washing of water
by the word, that He might present her
to Himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but

that she should be holy and without
blemish” (Ephesians 5:26,27).
Then my mind goes to I Corinthians
13–the “love” chapter. One of the
foremost tools that God uses to
transform us is His unconditional love.
Our sin separated us from God. Our sin
caused us to want to hide from
God–just like Adam and Eve did in the
Garden of Eden.
Satan tells us that there’s no way God
can love us–we’ve been too bad. We’ve
sinned too many times. The opposite is
actually true. The Bible tells us that
there is nothing that can separate us
from the love of God (Romans 8:38,39).
Æ LOVE TRANSFORMS US
Before we begin to define the love of
God, let’s start by stating what God’s
love IS NOT. God’s love is not OUR
(FLESHLY) LOVE. Because of our
sinful nature, we have developed a
twisted and contorted definition of love.
Our fleshly love is selfish. It is
conditional. There are limits to our love.
Our love demands its own way. And,
when our conditions of love are not met,
we respond with anger, bitterness, and
resentment.
God’s love is none of the above. So,
what is the definition of God’s love?
GOD’S AGAPE LOVE is a sacrificial
l o v e t hat v oluntar ily s uf f e r s
inconvenience, discomfort, and even
death for the benefit of another without
expecting anything in return.
Woe! Take a minute and read that
again. That can’t be right. I do all those
good things and I can’t even expect a
thank you? Something is wrong with this
picture. That is what our fleshly mind is
telling us right now. Or, perhaps your
mind is saying, “I could never do that!”
That’s why the love of God is so
transforming! It defies the logic of our
minds. It changes everything about us.
It can’t help but transform us.
You know where I’m going. That’s
right, turn to I CORINTHIANS 13–THE
LOVE CHAPTER! Let’s read it together
and break it down verse by verse:
1

2

“Though I speak with the tongues
of men and of angels, but have
not love, I have become sounding
brass or a clanging cymbal.
» Let’s establish up front the
importance of love.
» Love does not take a back seat
to anything!
And though I have the gift of

don’t want to be. In Jeremiah 18, that’s
how we, the vessels of clay, became
marred.
It’s time to recognize where we are
and what we are lacking. It’s time to
repent and go back under the Potter’s
Hand of love. It’s time to let Him take
out the stones of unforgiveness,
bitterness, trespasses, and judgments
that have caused separation between
us and our kingdom brothers and
sisters.

prophecy, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge,
and though I have all faith, so
that I could remove mountains,
but have not love, I am nothing.
»

Nobody cares how much you
know about God, or His Word,
if they don’t feel that you love
them.
» We often go about witnessing
to some by leading with a
scripture, or a law from God’s
Word, while the person we are
talking to just needs to be
loved–just as they are.
Unconditionally.
» See how God’s love transforms
us?
3 And though I bestow all my
goods to feed the poor, and
though I give my body to be
burned, but have not love, it
profits me nothing.
» God is not just interested in
what you are doing (good
works), He’s interested in why
you are doing it.
» If you’re not reaching out in
unconditional love–you are
wasting your time. There is no
profit to what you are doing.
4 Love suffers long and is kind;
love does not envy; love does
not parade itself, is not puffed
up;
5 does not behave rudely, does not
seek its own, is not provoked,
thinks no evil;
6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but
rejoices in the truth;
7 bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures
all things.
» Verses 4-7 tell us that God’s
love is not selfish. It does not
seek it’s own self-serving will.
» God’s love serves others.
That’s why God John 3:16
starts out by saying, “For God
so loved the world...”
» God’s love caused Him to
sacrifice Himself, for the benefit
of others.
8 Love never fails. But whether
there are prophecies, they will
fail; whether there are tongues,
they will cease; whether there is
knowledge, it will vanish away.
» Again, your brokenness does
not disqualify you from being
loved by God.

»

9
10

11

12

13

God’s love is incapable of
failing. God cannot lie.
» While everything else in your
life may fall away, the love of
God is still there for you.
For we know in part and we
prophesy in part.
But when that which is perfect
has come, then that which is in
part will be done away.
When I was a child, I spoke as a
child, I understood as a child, I
thought as a child; but when I
became a man, I put away
childish things.
For now we see in a mirror, dimly,
but then face to face. Now I know
in part, but then I shall know just
as I also am known.
And now abide faith, hope, love,
these three; but the greatest of
these is love.”
» Again, the Apostle Paul makes
it clear that the greatest of all
things is love!
» You can understand that
because God’s Word says that
God, Himself, is love! (I John
4:8).

Æ LET’S GO TO THE POTTER’S
HOUSE
Now that we have established that
God uses love to transform us, it’s time
that we make our way to the Potter’s
House and place our lives in the
Potter’s hands for correction,
improvement, and ultimately perfection
(maturity/wholeness).
We must acknowledge that God’s
ultimate plan is to present Himself with
a church (Bride) that is perfect without
spot or blemish (Ephesians 5:26,27).
That church will be made up of
individuals who have allowed
themselves to be molded by God’s
hand according to His Word.
Sin has been hard on us. This sinful
world has shaped us into something we

Æ WHAT DOES THE POTTER’S
HOUSE LOOK LIKE?
First, let’s establish that it is God’s
responsibility to build His House. Psalm
127:1, “Unless the Lord builds the
house, They labor in vain who build it;
Unless the Lord guards the city, The
watchman stays awake in vain.” Our job
is to go and share the good news that
Jesus Saves with those we come in
contact with. Then, we invite them to
church. After that, it’s God’s job to place
them in the body as He sees fit.
We’ve already agreed that we need
to allow ourselves to be molded and
shaped by the Potter; however, we also
need to take another look at ourselves
as a church. There should be no
difference between us as individuals
and the church–because we are the
church!
As we allow ourselves as individuals
to be perfected under the Potter’s loving
hand, I know that will bless the church
as well. God has a great work for His
church to do. We are to be His hands
extended. You may be the only Jesus
someone will ever see!
Æ THE RESTORED CHURCH
The word restore means return to its
original condition. There are a lot of
churches in the Christian Kingdom
today. They have all kind of names.
Some are short, some are very long.
When God restores something, it
means He returns it to its original
condition. That means we already have
an example of what God wants in His
church. We refer to it as the Early
Church as defined in the New
Testament.
With the Early Church as our
example, we can define what the Last
Days’ church will look like. First, it will
be a church that has a restoration spirit.
Restoring what? Acts 3:21, “whom
heaven must receive until the times of
restoration of all things, which God has

spoken by the mouth of all His holy
prophets since the world began.”
The “restoration of all things” seems
to be a tall order; however, with God, all
things are possible. The Last Days’
church must look into God’s Word and
identify the things that need restored.
It’s really not that difficult. All we
need to do is look at the Early Church
that Jesus authored in the New
Testament. Jesus didn’t abandon
Judaism–the faith of God–when He
came some 2,000 years ago: He simply
reformed it. Jesus also instructed His
followers to follow Him–in other words,
Jesus was saying, “Do what I do!” (John
13:15).
Some of the things that need to be
restored in the Last Days’ church are
the feast days that Jesus observed
including Passover, Pentecost,
Tabernacles, and the 7th Day Sabbath.
Jesus observed these special days and
He was our example in all things.
Ephesians 5:1 tells us, “Therefore be
imitators of God as dear children.”
Another thing that needs to be
restored in the Last Days’ church is the
5 gifts of the ministry defined in
Ephesians 4:11, “And He Himself gave
some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers.”
These gifts of the ministry are
necessary to bring about unity in the
body of Christ. Paul tells us in verses 12
and 13 of the same chapter, “for the
equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ, till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a perfect man, to the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
Æ GOD’S CHURCH WILL BE UNIFIED
I know what you are thinking.
There’s a different church on every
corner (especially here in Cleveland,
Tennessee). How is it possible that they
can all come together?
This is the same thing that Ezekiel
asked over 2,000 years ago. Let’s read
the account found in Ezekiel 37:1-14,
“The hand of the Lord came upon me
and brought me out in the Spirit of the
Lord, and set me down in the midst of
the valley; and it was full of bones. Then
He caused me to pass by them all
around, and behold, there were very
many in the open valley; and indeed
they were very dry. And He said to me,
“Son of man, can these bones live?” So

I answered, “O Lord God, You know.”

“Again He said to me, “Prophesy to
these bones, and say to them, ‘O dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord! Thus
says the Lord God to these bones:
“Surely I will cause breath to enter into
you, and you shall live. I will put sinews
on you and bring flesh upon you, cover
you with skin and put breath in you; and
you shall live. Then you shall know that
I am the Lord.” ’ ”
“So I prophesied as I was
commanded; and as I prophesied, there
was a noise, and suddenly a rattling;
and the bones came together, bone to
bone. Indeed, as I looked, the sinews
and the flesh came upon them, and the
skin covered them over; but there was
no breath in them. Also He said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,
son of man, and say to the breath,
‘Thus says the Lord God: “Come
from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe on these slain, that they may
live.” So I prophesied as He
commanded me, and breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood
upon their feet, an exceedingly great
army.”
“Then He said to me, “Son of man,
these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They indeed say, ‘Our bones are
dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves
are cut off!’ Therefore prophesy and say
to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God:
“Behold, O My people, I will open your
graves and cause you to come up from
your graves, and bring you into the land
of Israel. Then you shall know that I am
the Lord, when I have opened your
graves, O My people, and brought you
up from your graves. I will put My Spirit
in you, and you shall live, and I will
place you in your own land. Then you
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken
it and performed it,” says the Lord.’ ”
If God says it, and we know He did,
it WILL happen. Our job is to present
ourselves as worthy vessels–shaped
and formed by the Potter Himself–that

He can use to accomplish what His
Word says will happen. Here I am Lord,
use me!
Æ WE
ARE
LIVING
IN
EXTRAORDINARY TIMES!
The COVID-19 Pandemic seems to
have changed everything. We’ve been
told to shelter-in-place. Some of us
have
become
substitute
teachers–teaching our own kids at
home. Some have been separated from
their loved ones in nursing facilities.
Our loved ones have died–and we
cannot celebrate their lives because we
can’t gather for a funeral. What in the
world are we supposed to do?
As believers, we acknowledge that
we are not alone. We do not have to
face this crisis all by ourselves. I agree
that we are living in the Last Days. No,
what we are seeing is not the
outpouring of God’s Wrath on the world.
It’s not the plagues of Revelation;
however, I believe it is a precursor to
what we can expect in these Last Days.
It’s time for this church to come
together for this last fight. I need you,
and you need me. Together we can
make it! And, we need our brothers and
sisters in the Kingdom of God as well.
We cannot make it without them–and
they need us. Consider the words of
Paul found in I Corinthians 1:9-10, “God
is faithful, by whom you were called into
the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Now I plead with you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
Let’s stop focusing on what makes
us different and agree to focus on what
unifies us. According to Paul, we are
fellow citizens with one another. “Now,
therefore, you are no longer strangers
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the
household of God, having been built on
the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief cornerstone, in whom the
whole building, being fitted together,
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in
whom you also are being built together
for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit”
(Ephesians 2:19-22).
I believe that God is working to fitly
frame us together with our brothers and
sisters in His kingdom. We need to

support each other in these Last Days.

Æ THE FINAL RESULT
I don’t know about you, but I’m
excited about what I see happening
today. I’m not a young man anymore. I
want to see all that we have talked
about for years in this church to come to
pass. I want to see God’s church
unified–speaking as one. I want to see
God’s love shed abroad in our hearts.
I believe Satan is running scared.
He knows what God’s Word says about
Him. He’s afraid of a unified church and
Kingdom of God. He’s afraid of the
power that you and I possess with the
Holy Spirit living inside of us.
What power do we possess? We
have Jesus Christ living inside of us,
and He is all-powerful. “For in Him
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily; and you are complete in Him,
who is the head of all principality and
power... buried with Him in baptism, in
which you also were raised with Him
through faith in the working of God, who
raised Him from the dead” (Colossians
2:9,10,12).
And, since we have been buried
with him, “If then you were raised with
Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the
right hand of God. Set your mind on
things above, not on things on the
earth. For you died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ
who is our life appears, then you also
will appear with Him in glory”
(Colossians 3:1-4).
Æ CONCLUSION
Finally, “Therefore we also, since
we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily
ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before
us” (Hebrews 12:1).
I started this article talking about
change. Change is not a bad thing.
Change is a necessary thing. I
encourage you to embrace change and
become who God’s wants you–and
created you–to be.
God placed you on this earth for a
particular purpose. There’s no one else
like you. No one else has the unique
skills and gifts that you possess. I know
life has hurt you, but God has not cast
you aside. Allow Him to place His loving
hands around you and embrace you

again. You’ll be amazed at what only He can do. God loves you–and so do I! O
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COVID-19
PANDEMIC
s of May 14, 2020, the Covid-19
Pandemic has infected 1,421,061
people in the USA. 84,763 people
have died and 243,517 have recovered.
Globally, this virus has infected
4,347,015 people resulting in 297,197
deaths and 1,548,547 recoveries.
This pandemic has affected each of
our lives in many different ways. It has
essentially “paused” our lives–our jobs,
finances, national economy, and our
social and church lives as well.
What is The Church of God’s
response when asked “why” this is
happening? We will address that question
in this article.

A

»

IS THIS GOD’S WRATH/PLAGUES
BEING POURED OUT?
We do not believe that this pandemic
is the wrath of God being poured out on
the world. The Church of God believes
that God’s Wrath is poured out at a
specific time. It happens when the
AntiChrist stands up on the world stage
and blasphemes God.

Jesus referred to this event in
Matthew 24:15,16, “Therefore when
you see the ‘abomination of
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the
prophets, standing in the holy
place...then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountain.”
When the brethren asked the
Apostle Paul about the return of the
Lord some 2,000 years ago, Paul told
them this, “Let no one deceive you by
any means; for that Day will not come
unless the falling away comes first,
and the man of sin is revealed, the son
of perdition, who opposes and exalts
himself above all that is called God or
that is worshiped, so that he sits as
God in the temple of God, showing
himself that he is God” (II
Thessalonians 2:3,4).
God’s Wrath cannot be poured out
on the world until the Man of Sin, the
AntiChrist, is revealed. That has not
happened yet.
When the AntiChrist is revealed,
Revelation 13 is very specific about
what he does. “And he [the AntiChrist]
was given a mouth speaking great
things and blasphemies, and he was
given authority to continue for forty-two
months. Then he opened his mouth in
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme
His name, His tabernacle, and those
who dwell in heaven” (Revelation
13:5,6).
When the AntiChrist commits the
ultimate blasphemy against God, the
abomination of desolation in the
middle of the last 7 years, that is when
God pours out His wrath upon the
wicked of the earth.
Some may ask, “Maybe the
AntiChrist has been revealed and we
don’t know it just yet.” According to
God’s Word, that is not possible.
According to Revelation 13, the
AntiChrist will be ruling the world when
He blasphemes God. “It was granted
to him to make war with the saints and
to overcome them. And authority was
given him over every tribe, tongue, and
nation. All who dwell on the earth will

worship him, whose names have not
been written in the Book of Life of the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world” (Revelation 13:7,8).
God uses the Two Witnesses
described in Revelation 11 to pour out
His wrath. “And I will give power to my
two witnesses, and they will prophesy
one thousand two hundred and sixty
days, clothed in sackcloth...These
have power to shut heaven, so that no
rain falls in the days of their prophecy;
and they have power over waters to
turn them to blood, and to strike the
earth with all plagues, as often as they
desire” (Revelation 11:3,6).
»

THERE IS NO CURE FOR THE
PLAGUES OF GOD
If you are watching the nightly
news, you hear a lot of talk about a
vaccine for the COVID-19 virus. There
are all kinds of clinical trials testing
possible vaccines to combat this virus.
This is another reason The Church
of God does not believe that this
pandemic is part of God’s Wrath.
There will be no cure or vaccine that
will counteract or stop the outpouring
of God’s Wrath.
We see this portrayed in
Revelation 16 when the fifth angel
pours out his bowl. “Then the fifth
angel poured out his bowl on the
throne of the beast, and his kingdom
became full of darkness; and they
gnawed their tongues because of the
pain. They blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains and
their sores, and did not repent of their
deeds” (Revelation 16:10,11).
When God’s Wrath is poured out
on wicked mankind, they do not have
a cure, in fact, all they can do is suffer
and subsequently blaspheme and rail
against God in heaven.

»
IF
IT
’S
N
O
T
G
O
D’S WRATH, THEN WHAT IS IT?
What we are watching happen in our
world is what Jesus spoke about in
Matthew 24 when His disciples asked Him
about the Last Days.
The Church of God believes that this
pandemic is a sign of the Last Days.
Consider the words of Jesus, “For nation
will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in
various places.
All these are the
beginning of sorrows” (Matthew 24:7,8).
We believe we are witnessing a
“pestilence” as prophesied by Jesus. The
word pestilence comes from the Greek
word loimos which means a plague, a
disease.
So, what we are watching is part of
Last Days’ prophecy, but it is not the
Wrath of God. Jesus called it, “the
beginning of sorrows.” And boy, what
sorrow it has caused to the millions who
have become sick and to the hundreds of
thousands who have lost loved ones
because of this virus. Our heart goes out
to every family that has suffered because
of this pandemic.

118TH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
CANCELLED

he annual General Assembly of The
Church of God at Jerusalem Acres,
originally scheduled for May 26-30,
2020, was cancelled due to the pandemic.
This is only the second time in the

T

history of the church that the General
Assembly has been cancelled.
The Spanish Flu pandemic in 1918
caused the only other cancellation of
the church’s General Assembly.
The Church of God at Jerusalem
Acres recognizes the Arise, Shine of
June 13, 1903 as the beginning of the
church this side of the Dark Ages.
Thus, we recognize a shared history
with the Church of God (Elders) and
Church of God of Prophecy both
headquartered here in Cleveland,
Tennessee.
The Church of God (Elders) and
the Church of God of Prophecy have
both cancelled their General
Assemblies as well.

4) Pastor Joel Tuttle and the Sidney,
Montana local church,
5) Pastor Jesse Cook and the
Greensburg, Pennsylvania church.

ANNUAL
ADDRESS
ONLINE THIS
YEAR

ONLINE
SERVICES
PIONEERED
he Church of God across the
country has had to shutter its
doors because of the orders to
shelter-in-place since mid-March.
While some of our local churches have
been video recording their services
and posting them online for viewing for
a while, more of our local churches
pioneered new ground as our pastors
become “televangelists” overnight!
The General Headquarter’s local
church in Cleveland, Tennessee has
been posting “live” videos on their
FaceBook page (FB Search: The
Church of God Jerusalem Acres) for
the past couple of years.
Throughout the pandemic, they
have been hosting weekly “live” video
events–featuring Presiding Bishop
Lavell Craig–to keep the church’s
international membership updated
regarding church news and events as
well as inspirational Bible Studies and
sermons.
We would like to congratulate the
following congregations who started
posting “live” videos recently including:
1) P a s t or
Roy
Piper
and
Pittsburgh/Monroeville,
Pennsylvania local church,
2) Pastor Ralph Campbell, III and the
Youngstown, Pennsylvania local
church,
3) Pastor David DIllie and the New
Florence, Pennsylvania local
church,

T

residing Bishop Lavell Craig will
share his Annual Address online
this year for the first time. We
invite you to join us “live” on
Saturday, May 30, 2020, 11:00 AM
on Facebook (FB Search: The Church
of God Jerusalem Acres) to hear
Bishop Craig’s address to The Church
of God at Jerusalem Acres.
Bishop Craig chose the theme,
“The Potter’s House–Making Worthy
Vessels” as the theme for the 118th
General Assembly that was later
cancelled.
Bishop Craig will share his
inspirations for this theme during his
Annual Address expanding on the key
text found in Jeremiah 18:1-6. You can
read his article, “The Potter’s
House–Making Worthy Vessels” in this
issue.
Bishop Craig’s Annual Address will
be followed by the annual
appointments of Church Officers,
State/Regional/Territorial Overseers,
and the Pattern Ministry of the Church.
A list of those appointments is

P

included in this issue.
Bishop Craig will also kickoff our
a n n u a l
FUNDRAISI
NG DRIVE
during this
“ l i v e ”
broadcast to
fund our
World Mission’s Outreach as well as
General Headquarter’s obligations.
WE NEED YOUR HELP! Each year at
the General Assembly our people from
across the country come prepared to give
to finance our operations for the coming
year.
While our assembly was cancelled,
we still need your financial help to
continue spreading the Gospel around the
world.
If you would like to give, please make
your offering/pledge payable to THE
CHURCH OF GOD and mail to:

THE CHURCH OF GOD
P O Box 1207
Cleveland, TN 37364-1207
Thank you in advance for your
generous giving! O
Bishop David
Kramer serves
as the Pastor of
the General
Headquarters
local church and
is pictured here
with his wife,
Minister Alecia
Kramer.

2020 APPOINTMENTS

GENERAL OVERSEER
»

Presiding Bishop Lavell Craig

TWELVE APOSTLES
Left-Hand Witness
» Bishop David Lam
Right-Hand Witness
» Bishop David Kramer
Spokesman for the 12

» Bishop Roy Piper
Council of the 12
» Bishop Gene Miller
» Bishop Ismael Reyes H.
» Bishop Jesse Cook
» Bishop Tito Galvan
» Bishop Timothy Miller
» Bishop Percy Williams
» Bishop Victor Helmuth
» Bishop Ralph Campbell, III
» Bishop Patrick Combs

SEVEN AUXILIARY
OVERSEERS
Church Perfection Auxiliary
» Deacon Royal Ross
Church Publishing Company
» Deacon Jason Dillie

Church Preservation Auxiliary
» Deacon Frankie Miller
Church Markers Association
» Deacon David Dillie
Bible Teaching Auxiliary
» Deacon Mike Piper
World Missionary Auxiliary
» Deacon Ami Galvan
Church Evangelistic Auxiliary
» VACANT

72 PROPHETS
Elder Robert Hannah
Elder Lester Lohr
Elder Chris Jones
Elder Jerry Hayes
Elder Andy Merry
Elder Kenneth Butts
Elder Dionisio Rosales

Elder Joel Tuttle
Elder Gary Hall
Elder Doug Stone
Elder Amos Everson
Elder H. Doyle Cook, Sr.
Elder Ralph Campbell, IV
Elder Jeremy Spears
Elder Larry Young, Sr.
Elder Randy Griffee
Elder Gerardo Ramirez Rodríguez
Elder Josue (Carlos) Romero V.
Elder Oscar Ramirez Tereso
Elder Joel Gonzalez Hinojosa
Elder Adan Carrera Medel
Elder Alejandro Dolores Cruz
Elder Alfonso Nazario Pablo
Elder Martimiano Alvarado Garcia
Elder Pedro J. Carrera Medel
Elder Alfonso Ramirez Nicolas
Elder Toribio Hernandez H.
Elder Patricio Jose Cleto
Elder David Hernandez H.
Elder Pablo Puga Diaz
Elder Raul Carrera Rodriguez
Elder J. Felix Ramirez Rodriguez
Elder Agustin Delfin Avendano
Elder Rafael Gaspar Velasquez L.
Elder Oscar Rosas Silva
Elder Jose Rojas Solis
Elder Zeferino Flores Nava
Elder Martin Rosales Camilo
Elder Abelardo Rodriguez Amador
Elder Abraham Sanchez Bautista
Elder Isaac Hernandez Hernandez
Elder Eustaquio Alejandro Reyes
Elder Rodolfo Guevara Hernandez
Elder Angel Sanchez Rosas
Elder Joel Hernandez Sosa
Elder Tomas Reyes Rivas
Elder Alberto Gutierrez Soriano
Elder Ismael Cruz Marin
Elder Florencio Hernandez M.
Elder Juan Manuel Hernandez
Elder Moises Carrera Medel
Elder Esau Martinez Lorenzo
Elder Sergio Rosas Lopez
Elder Jose Felipe Rosas Silvia
Elder Pedro Hernandez Juan
Elder Fausto Salvador Anaya
Elder Sergio Alejandro Corrado V.
Elder Walter Daniel Valdez
Elder Joseph Kerkula
Elder John Kaleba Katuta
Elder Pastor Chama
Elder Pastor Minangala
Elder Jacob Kaleba
Elder Israel Iwiza
Elder Evans Nyakundi Agani
Elder Caleb Mongare Nyakundi
Elder Victor Mogaka Nyabera

Elder Richard N. Sabwengi
Elder Jonathan Doss
Elder Pastor Kumar
Elder Morrison Paygar

GENERAL FINANCE
COUNCIL & GENERAL
PRESBYTERY
Chairman
» Presiding Bishop Lavell Craig
General Secretary/Treasurer
» Bishop David Kramer
Committee Members:
» Bishop David Lam
» Bishop Percy Williams
» Bishop Roy Piper

STATE, TERRITORIAL,
REGIONAL OVERSEERS
NorthEast/West
» Bishop David Lam
Mid-South (AR/TN)
» Bishop David Kramer
California
» Bishop Tito Galvan
Florida
» Bishop Patrick Combs
Louisiana
» Bishop Percy Williams
South Carolina
» Bishop Timothy Miller
Mexico
» Bishop Tito Galvan
India
» Pastor Kumar
Central Africa
» Bishop John Kaleba Katuta
West Africa
» Bishop Joseph Kerkulah
Haiti/Dominican Republic
» Bishop Percy Williams
South America
» Bishop Sergio Alejandro
Corrado
Cuba
» Bishop Tito Galvan

DEPARTMENTS
Women of Ruth Int’l
» Deaconess Patricia Allen,
Director
Light Force One–Youth Dept.
» Bishop Patrick Combs,
Director
Church Music Department

»

Bishop David Kramer,
Director
International Praise Dancers
» Deaconess Cheryl Piper,
Director

