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LETTER FROM THE

reetings from the
territorial overseer,
as I write this letter
we
have
just
concluded a very
successful family camp with many
spiritual encounters had by the
numerous campers.
Our territory is growing in
many ways and this latest “Northern
Lights” is no exception. We are
going to hear from our Sons of Abraham leaders about
how God is dealing with them in the Spirit and how he
applies these insights into daily life. We have a good
territory with very insightful ministers who want to see the
church and it’s people grow in understanding and love.
So I know that you are going to enjoy this
magazine. So please enjoy and let us know what you think!
God bless you all and happy reading,
Bishop H. David Lam, Editor in Chief
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ChuMAGAZINE INFORMATION

hope you enjoy this quarter’s issue
of “The Northern Lights”. I’m sure
you’ve noticed by now the changes
that have been making their way to
this publication. The goal that Bishop
Lam and I have is to showcase our ministry
and leaders and allow them to reach out
through this publication to not just the
churches, but to the community.
As you are aware, we have shifted from a “newsletter”
format over the last few years into a full fledged magazine. A
lot of hard work goes into every issue and I wholeheartedly
thank all those whom I’ve asked to write who have taken of
their time and have gladly accepted the task. While I realize most of
you are not trained writers, that’s not what this is about. It’s about the
message. We have one more “special themed” issue to go for this
year and we’re looking ahead to next year. If God has placed on your
heart to want to contribute, please contact me.
I pray that you and others are blessed by our efforts as we
continue to improve the design and the delivery of God’s message.
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FAITH

TO GO IT

ALONE

BY MARK GREY - SIDNEY

F

LEADERS DO WHAT’S RIGHT EVEN IF THEY ARE ALONE

irst I would like to mention that Noah’s days always
remind me of our last days just before our Lord Jesus
returns. These two generations parallel one another.
Jesus said that in our last days it would be
as in the last days of Noah. We would be eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage. Also in
Noah’s day it is said by our Heavenly Father that every
thought of man’s heart was evil continually.
Can we see this happening today? In
the book of Revelation it says “The woman was
given two wings as of a great eagle that she
might ﬂy into the wilderness to her place where
she is nourished for a time, times, and half a
time.”
I don’t think the exact number of
days, months, and years are as important
as the fact that we should look around the
world and our nation and see that these
times appear to be manifesting themselves.
For example, lawmakers are passing
certain laws in an attempt to require
schools to teach children ways that are
against God’s Holy Word. Trying to force
churches to take part in practices that break the Holy
Laws of Yahweh God. These are just two examples.
So, we must stand up together in God’s Word
and come together as one and nourish ourselves
by feeding completely on the Word of God.
Noah and his family stood alone in a world ﬁlled with
evil and violence. Noah had three sons by the time he was 500
years old, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. There is a lot to be said

about Noah, but not much was written in any detail concerning
his life. Noah was a just and perfect man in his generation. Noah
found grace in the eyes of the LORD and Noah walked with
God.
When Noah was born, his father Lamech prophesied
concerning him saying “He will comfort us concerning the toil
of our hands because of the ground the LORD has cursed.”
God had cursed the ground in Adam’s day for
the sin he committed. After the ﬂood, when
Noah came out of the ark, Noah built an
altar and made sacriﬁces to the LORD. And
the LORD said in His heart, “I will not again
curse the ground any more for man’s sake.”
		
So Noah walked with God and the
LORD told Noah His plans to destroy all in the
earth. And gave Noah instructions in detail how
to build an ark and commanded Noah to build it.
And Noah was obedient to all of His
commands.
		
It is not stated how long the building of
the ark took Noah. But I believe his boys were
old enough to help in the building of it. Also, his
father was still alive during the time when most of
the work was done.
Peter called Noah a “Preacher of righteousness”. So did
he preach to the people during the time he built the ark? Most
likely.But he had no takers - not one! Also, after the ﬂood, Noah
lived an additional 350 years.
Plenty of time to preach righteousness - although
the Bible doesn’t make the claim that he did so. So, when
the ark was complete, the LORD said to Noah, “Come,

NOAH AND HIS
FAMILY STOOD
ALONE IN A WORLD
FILLED WITH EVIL
AND VIOLENCE...
NOAH WAS A JUST
AND PERFECT MAN
IN HIS GENERATION.
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NOAH
you and your wife, and your sons and
their wives, enter into the ark. Load also
all the animals into the ark as I have
instructed you. For now I will cause a great
ﬂood of waters to cover the entire earth.”
And so it was, the fountains of the great
deep were broken up and the windows
of heaven were opened, and it rained on
the earth forty days and forty nights. The
entire earth, even the highest hills and the
mountains were completely submerged.
And all ﬂesh died because of the
ﬂood of the waters.But Noah and
his family and all the animals that
were with him in the ark were saved.
The entire face of the earth was
submerged in water. The earth had been,
in effect, baptized; and the sin of the
ﬂesh washed away by the purifying of the
water. The waters were on the face of the
earth 150 days and God caused a wind
to pass over the earth and the waters
began to recede. The ark came to rest on
the mountains of Ararat. The mountains
of Ararat are similar to the Rocky
Mountains, a long mountain chain.
Treasure seekers have spent years
searching for the ark in the Twin
Peaks area, including The Great
Ararat - 17,000 ft elevation and The
Little Ararat - 13,000 ft elevation. And
they are still searching to this day.
As the waters abated from off
the earth, Noah ﬁrst sent out a raven
which did not return to him. The raven is
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THE FAITH TO GO IT ALONE
a scavenger and also likes to dwell in the
clefts of the mountains, so chances are
he found a place to rest and an available
food source. Also, Noah sent out a dove
from him and she returned that evening
because there was not a place for her to
rest. He sent the dove out again a week
later and that evening she returned to
him with an olive leaf in her mouth. And
Noah drew her in unto himself. Now
Noah knew that the waters were abated
and again he waited another week,
and sent forth the dove again. And the
dove didn’t return to him anymore. This
reminds me that Jesus, Who is The Living
Water Himself, as He was being
baptized in the very water He created,
when He was rising back up out of the
water, The Holy Spirit in the form of a
dove descended from heaven and lit upon
Him.
Noah remained in the ark for
about a year. Then the LORD called him
out. So Noah and his family and all that
was in the ark came out. And Noah built
an altar and made sacriﬁce to the LORD.
And the LORD blessed Noah and his
sons.
Then God put the fear of man
and the dread of man upon every beast
of the earth and upon every fowl of the air
and the ﬁsh of the sea. What is interesting
to me is that God gave man all beasts,
fowl, and ﬁsh to be meat for mankind.
I get the feeling that they were not

Third Quarter 2019

THE EARTH HAD
BEEN, IN EFFECT,
BAPTIZED; AND
THE SIN OF THE
FLESH WASHED
AWAY BY THE
PURIFYING
OF THE WATER.
really wild before the ﬂood as they are
today. Also, God made a covenant with
Noah not to ﬂood the earth ever again.
The token to this covenant is the bow in
the cloud - the rainbow - as a reminder.
So Noah became a farmer and
planted a vineyard. And he drank of the
wine of the vineyard and was drunken
and sleeping naked in his tent. Ham, his
son - the father of Canaan, went into
his father’s tent and saw his father’s
nakedness. Then went out and told his
brothers. So Shem and Japheth went
in backwards and covered him. When
Noah awoke from his wine he knew
what his younger son had done to him.
And he said, “Cursed be Canaan, let him
be a servant’s servant to his brethren.”
That seems like a heavy punishment if
he had just accidentally glimpsed his
father’s nakedness. I believe that Ham
had evil intentions upon seeing his
father’s nakedness - so much so that
it caused Noah to curse Ham and his
descendants. So Noah lived another
350 years after the ﬂood. His years were
950 in all.
Noah was a just and faithful
man who walked with God. The same
way Noah was willing to stand alone
in an evil and wicked generation, we
too have to be willing to stand alone if
necessary. And with God’s help
we can.

7
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STAND UP

F O R

T H E

PEOPLE

G

od The Father called Moses when he was born to an
extraordinary leadership responsibility. Much like
Moses you were called when you were born again
to an extraordinary leadership responsibility. As
we know Moses was called to lead the Children of
Israel out of the bondage of sin in Egypt. Likewise you are called
to lead your children and all within the sphere of your influence
out of the bondage of sin and death into the promise of the eternal
saving grace through Jesus Christ.
Moses was raised under the influence of Egypt and its
teaching. The love for God’s people was written on the tablets of
his heart, though he was , for all intents and purposes an Egyptian.
The seed of a love for Israel was germinating in his soul. In
Exodus 2:11-15, Moses was grown and he looked at his brethren’s
burdens. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew brother. He killed
the Egyptian and hid him. He challenged two Hebrew who were
fighting as to why. Pharaoh heard what Moses did and he sought
to kill Moses. Your call to lead people out of the bondage of sin
will attract enemies, nonetheless you are called just as Moses
to a responsibility beyond your natural abilities.
We, like Moses are grown! Through sanctification of the
spirit we have developed and are developing tools to established
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ in the hearts of the believer. Moses’
initial response to The Fathers call was a resounding “I CAN’T”!
We who serve like Moses often respond to the Spirit just as
Moses did “I CAN’T! Yet the Word of God and the Spirit of God
never gives up on establishing His call within us as He did with
Moses.
In Exodus 32:9-14, Moses grew a God-like love in his
heart and soul for Israel that he argued with The Father when
Father was angry with His unfaithful, stiff-necked children that
now would experience the wrath that burned hot. He would
consume them and start again with Moses and his seed. Moses
stood strong in heart for the love of The Fathers creation to the
point of saying in Exodus 32:32,”Yet now, if You will forgive their
sin-but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have
written.” The Father’s response in verse 33 ”Whoever has sinned
against Me, I will blot him out of My book.”
The heart of the Father and the Grace of Jesus His Son

BY ELDER KENNY BUTTS - ASST. PASTOR, YOUNGSTOWN

works to prepare His Kingdom for eternity. We, the called and
chosen, have the privilege of responding to the needs of a world
wallowing in unfaithfulness and sin. Jesus left this generation
with a divine mandate as He did with Moses to lead, to guide and
establish God’s people in His eternal kingdom. As a responsible
leader Moses chose able men and made them heads of the
people to rule and judge large and small complaints brought
before their leadership. Responsible leaders at every level must
have a good report and be filled with the Holy Spirit. Since Moses
was overburdened with the needs of the people he anointed a
select number of men to help carry the burden of the people. Their
responsibility varied from 10’s 100’s & 1000s as the Spirit gave
them grace to answer the people’s needs.
The phrase “one who is sent” encapsulates the response
to being called and chosen and ultimately activates the
steadfastness and loyalty of being faithful. Moses couldn’t
speak without his brother Aaron. These two men were just the
beginning of a team that would make know God’s sovereignty
among the people of Israel and the nations round about. Moses
was both special and not so special because he was a man with
the weakness inherent in humans. Yet, Moses responded to Gods
Word and love for his people. Moses success’ outweighed his
failures because God was patient and long suffering to see his
people established. My Bible has 2202 pages of
instruction and inspiration which are profitable for doctrine,
correction and equipping me for good works.
In a local assembly, the Pastor appoints men and women
who are able and HELPS to see the direction of the church be
successful. Each pastor is inspired by God to lead in a direction
that will best cause growth in their locality. Someone said leaders
lead and followers follow. In order to become an effective leader
I must put all my efforts in following with total support. Like my
Heavenly Father my Pastor will not ask me to do something to
make me look foolish. Pastors will however ask me to diversify
my abilities to make me fit and function in more than one position
that the church may be effective at all times. We must always
be men and women of honor whom God can trust. Build strong
churches of integrity reaching out to the sick always and in every
way.
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LEAD BY EXAMPLE
NOT BY COMMAND
BY KEN FUNK - PITTSBURGH MONROEVILLE

When reading about Joshua, it’s like reading about two
very different generations. Same people, same cultures, same
promises.
Genesis 50:22-23
“Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived
a hundred and ten years and saw the third generation of Ephraim’s
children.”

W

hen Moses and Aaron came to the people,
performed the signs they believed and when
they heard that the Lord was concerned about
them and had seen their misery the bowed
down and worshipped. Sounds like a broken,
contrite heart, ready to follow wherever He would lead.
Exodus 4:29-31
“Moses and Aaron brought together all the elders of the
Israelites and Aaron told them everything the Lord had said to Moses.
He also performed the signs before the people and they believed.
And when they heard that the Lord was concerned about them and
had seen their misery, they bowed down and worshiped.”
I think about the generation of my life. My grandpas and
grandmas who I did meet because there are others in the line
that I did not meet, which go before the 1900’s. About 120 years.
But Israel lived in Egypt for 430 years when they went through
the Red Sea. In this generation there were many specifics, the
Law, the Pattern.
Exodus 13:15-16
In the days to come when your son asks you, “What does this
mean” say to him, “with a mighty hand the Lord brought us out of
Egypt, out of the land of bondage.
These specifics work as a constant reminder of who they
were serving, Yahweh God by His hand alone.
A part of this way of lie also can lead to routine. The
word routine can give off some bad vibes. Let me say up-front
walking obedient to these specifics, routines and patterns,
are promises of blessing, abundancy in all things including
protection, healing and all the promises. My testimony is that
the Holy Spirit can walk and abide in the pattern and is doing so.
And the rest of the story is in the Book of the last generation who
could have been the first in the land that flowed with milk and
honey.
The next generation started maybe in Numbers 11:28.
Joshua, son of Nun had been Moses’ aide. The next verse
the teaching and lessons begin. The account of Joshua and

Caleb recon mission
along with 10 other
elders. This event
is the last straw. The generation that was delivered from bondage
to go to a promised land was altered. Whose report will you
believe? The people chose the 10 and it affected the whole
community.
Our testimony is our report. Herein lays the generational difference. He is long-suffering, patience, kind, and merciful.
Numbers 14:22-24 became the game changer, specifically verse
24: a different spirit follows me wholeheartedly. But because my
servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly,
I will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will
inherit it.
Joshua was with Moses on his last exhortation to the
whole assembly of Israel. I don’t think either one knew but
Joshua was their mentor, confident teacher.
Deuteronomy 34:9
“Joshua filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses
had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did
what the Lord had commanded Moses.”
He knew what his marching orders
were and did not hesitate, no ifs, buts
or whatever.
He was in the pattern
and specifics. The Lord spoke and
confirmed His word to Joshua in Joshua
1:5. “I will never leave you or forsake
you.” Be strong and courageous, this are
the words we claim today. He gives the
people 3 days to get ready, no grumbling or
mumbling. After 40 years they were ready.
When I read Joshua I get amazed.
There is what I would call a couple hiccups
but they fought many battles.
This
generation was a generation of warriors
and the Lord is looking for obedience.
Not one peace treaty. I think an
appropriate epitaph would be Joshua
11:15. To me there was a difference. This
generation knew and was confident
that Yahweh was leading them; they were
marching under His holy direction for a
specific destination. Sounds like where we
want to go.
Can we be that peculiar generation
that arrives there with our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ?
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BY JERROD PIPER, TERRITORY SONS OF ABRAHAM DIRECTOR - GREENSBURG

hen I think of Abraham, I think of a true example of what a
leader should be. Abraham had a lot of good characteristics
that made him the leader that he was. I would like to take a
look at some of those qualities and learn from him how we

can become better leaders. When God called Abraham, he was told to leave
his country, his people, and everything he was familiar with. Not knowing at the
time of what he was being called to do, where he was being called to go but he
still chose to answer the call. That to me showed great faith on Abraham’s part,
to be able to leave everything he was comfortable with and following what God
told him to do without question.

BRAHAM
EMBRACE THE UNKNOWN

FOLLOWING GOD WHEN YOU DON’T
EVEN KNOW WHERE YOU’RE GOING

13

When God speaks to us, do we
have the same reaction? We may not know
what lies ahead when God calls us, but we
too need to have that faith that God goes
before us and have the faith to just do as
he asks us.
Another point I’d like to make
when God called Abraham, he was 75
years old.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went
out, not knowing where he was going. - Hebrews 11:8

Genesis 12:1-6
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go
from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land I will
show you. I will make you into a great
nation, and I will bless you; I will make your
name great, and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you, and
whoever curses you I will curse; and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through
you.” So Abram went, as the Lord had
told him; and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he set
out from Harran. He took his wife Sarai,
his nephew Lot, all the possessions they
had accumulated and the people they had
acquired in Harran, and they set out for the
land of Canaan, and they arrived there.”
God can use anyone, at any age to
accomplish his work. Even at his age
Abraham was willing to be obedient
in whatever God asked of him,
even to the point of God testing
Abraham to sacrifice his own son. As
we know, Abraham took Isaac to the
altar to sacrifice him, but God provided a
sacrifice. When God asks us to sacrifice
things for Him, whether it be time,
ambitions, or possessions, it is important
to obey what He’s asking of us to do.
God tells us to be living sacrifices, so
we are to offer up our loves to God as a
sacrifice to be pleasing unto Him.
Another trait shown by Abraham
was he defused situations that could
have escalated. He was a peacemaker.
In Genesis 13, Abraham’s herdsmen and
Lot’s herdsmen were quarreling over
their herds and the land, so Abraham
allowed Lot and his men to pick the land
they desired first. That shows me he
was unselfish and did what he could to
keep the peace among the people. We
too are to prefer our brothers and not let
selfish ambition get in the way of our
decisions in life. Do what we can to keep
the peace amongst each other and not
allow things to get between us. We know
that Abraham was the first-person God
made a covenant within the Bible and that
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is because God trusted Him, and he trusted
God. It’s through that trustworthiness and
being fully devoted to God that God didn’t
just consider Abraham a servant, but He
even went on to call him His friend.
Because Abraham walked in faith
and followed the Lord, God abundantly
blessed him. He was blessed financially,
physically and spiritually.
God also
blessed his family as well. If we choose to
live our lives in the same way, God’s favor
will be upon us as well. All through his life,
he simply obeyed what God told him to do. If
God said “Go”, he went. If he said “Do,” he did.
If he said “Stay” he stayed. He obeyed God
even when the decision was difficult. That
is how we show God our love is genuine for
him. When we just obey what he tells us regardless of the cost. We
can try to measure our level of love for God with
what we say, but ultimately, it’s proven by how we choose to obey.
Abraham didn’t have to talk about it, hejust DID it.
So, I ask us all, how does our love for God measure up
to Abraham’s? Are we obeying what he is asking of us? This
is something that we can only answer for ourselves. God may
not place the same call on all of us, but it is important to obey
the call he has for you because EVERYONE does have a call and
does have a responsibility. As we often say, each of us are often
called and responsible to lead our homes and our families. God
expects these qualities to be working through our men, leading
the way in our homes. We owe it to God, and to our families,
to be the best leaders possible. We must rely on God just as
Abraham did. In a world that is lacking Godly men, let’s be that
person that someone can follow. The saying, “Follow me as I
follow Christ.” That is the only way this works. Abraham just
didn’t lead people on his own thoughts and ideas. He was direct-

ed by God. We must also let God direct our
footsteps. Let God direct our words, what we
say, and how we will say it.
Leaders must be aware of our actions
and words and making sure that we are
being directed by God and not ourselves
or our emotions. Abraham led the way that
God told him to go. WE must realize the
importance of being a good leader. Leading
by our own desires or emotions is never a
good plan. People are following us so what
we choose to do, how we choose to do it
matters. Leading people to Christ is our
number one priority on this earth and how
we are going to do that is by how they see us
living our lives for Him. So, our decisions
matter. Your family seeing you make the right
decisions
matter.
Your
church
seeing
you
make
the
right
decisions
matter.
Strangers seeing you make the right decisions matter.
God seeing you make the right
decisions matter.
A lot of times, the right decisions aren’t always the easy
ones. Best decision we can make is to be used by God and
obey what He asks us to do. That’s how good leaders are made.
We can all learn from a man like Abraham. How to be faithful,
obedient, devoted, trustworthy, and a peacemaker. God is
looking for men who are willing to do His work. My prayer is we
all answer the call, whatever He may be asking of you, and be the
example to our families, and lead our families in the way of
the Lord.

HOW DOES
OUR LOVE
FOR GOD

MEASURE UP
TO
ABRAHAM’S?
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BUILD
THROUGH
FAITHFULNESS

N

ehemiah served as “the kings cupbearer” in
Shushan, Persia. As a Jew, he was very upset when
he learned that even though Jews who were exiled
were brought back in Judah for nearly a hundred
years, they hadn’t rebuilt the city’s wall, that were
destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. Nehemiah went before
the Lord in prayer asking what he could do about this burden
on his heart. He asked for the Lord favor with the king to get
permission to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls. King
Artaxerxes noticed how sad Nehemiah was and asked what was
wrong. When Nehemiah explained what was on his heart, the
king and Nehemiah agreed with a time allowed for him to be gone
and even gave Nehemiah letters of safe passage and permission
to cut down trees to make beams for everything they needed
them for.
When Nehemiah got to the city he didn’t tell anyone
what he was there for until he went around by night to look
at all that needed to be repaired, then he told the priests, the
nobles, the officials and others who did the work what the Lord
had laid on his heart to do and all that the king had given him
permission for. They all agreed to do the work and Nehemiah
lead the many teams of builders needed to get the job done as
quickly as possible. He broke it down so that each team had a
section to build by their homes. Those that didn’t want this work
done tried various ways to stop him, but Nehemiah saw through
them and continually prayed that God wouldn’t let them get
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away with what they were trying to do to stop the rebuilding.
He prayed for strength for his men that they could work during
the day and guard during the night. They worked with one hand
and had a weapon in the other, or by their side ready to do
battle. These men worked hard and long and were willing to
face the enemy that tried to stop the work for the Lord. They
accomplished their work in 52 days! They dedicated the wall with
a great celebration and renewal of each tribes’ duties, and they
read from the book of Moses and the laws they were to keep.
Nehemiah is a great example for us to pray about
burdens the Lord lays on our hearts first and seek His advice on
how to go about it. Then, when the Lord has given us a plan, pray
again for the Lord to give us favor with whomever we would have
to deal with in order to accomplish it. We need to seek the Lord
always for direction, help and ability to accomplish what
He has laid on our hearts. We also need to enlist help to
accomplish the goal if and when it is too much for one person
to do. That also means finding people that see the same goal
and are willing to do the work, then praying for them and leaving
them to do their part while you do yours. The key to all of this
is constant prayer. Don’t run with it and not seek the Lord’s
direction at every turn, and for every obstacle that may
come up.
The work is the Lord’s, we are just the laborers He uses
to accomplish his work.
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LEADERS

RECOVER FROM FAILURE
F

ailure is defined as a breaking
down of strength or efficiency.
Christian leaders must be able
to learn from their failures and
become
stronger.
Reading
Jeremiah 8:4 helps leaders to understand
about failure. “Say to them, ‘This is what
the LORD says: “‘When people fall down,
do they not get up? When someone turns
away, do they not return?” One of the
greatest examples of a leader recovering
from failure is the Disciple Peter.
Jesus Christ choose Peter to be one of his
followers in Matthew 4:18-20: “As Jesus
was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he
saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and
his brother Andrew. They were casting a
net into the lake, for they were fishermen.
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will
send you out to fish for people.” At once
they left their nets and followed him.”
Just like then God has chosen leaders to
follow him currently. Holding a position of
leadership doesn’t guarantee that failure
will never happen. The scripture states this
fact in Isaiah 2:22: “don’t put your trust
in mere humans. They are as frail breath.”
Leaders are human and therefore
will fail. If leadership studies Peter they
will be able to see some of the things
that caused him to fail. Peter lost his faith
in a moment of weakness. The book of
Matthew tells the story of the disciples
on the water. “Shortly before dawn Jesus
went out to them, walking on the lake.
When the disciples saw him walking on
the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,”
they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus
immediately said to them: “Take courage!
It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,”
Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on
the water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter
got down out of the boat, walked on the
water and came toward Jesus. But when
he saw the wind, he was afraid and,
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beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save
me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his
hand and caught him. “You of little faith,”
he said, “why did you doubt?”” (Matthew
14:25-31)
Anyone in a leadership must
realize that that there are others looking
to them for encouragement and to build
up their faith. When leadership takes
their eyes off of Jesus, those that follow
them will do the same. The Holy Scripture
states this in Proverbs 29:18 “Where
here is no vision, the people perish.”

ANYONE IN
LEADERSHIP MUST
REALIZE THAT
THAT THERE ARE
OTHERS LOOKING
TO THEM FOR

ENCOURAGEMENT
AND TO BUILD UP
THEIR FAITH.

Peter also allowed fear to control
him. This happened after the Messiah was
crucified. Peter disowned Jesus Christ
three times out of fear. We can read about
Peter’s denial in the book of John 18:15-27.
“Simon Peter and another disciple were
following Jesus. Because this disciple was
known to the high priest, he went with
Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, but
Peter had to wait outside at the door. The
other disciple, who was known to the high
priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl

on duty there and brought Peter in. “You
aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are
you?” she asked Peter. He replied, “I am
not.” Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still
standing there warming himself. So they
asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples
too, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I am
not.” One of the high priest’s servants, a
relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut
off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with
him in the garden?” Again Peter denied
it, and at that moment a rooster began to
crow.” Peter was afraid of being identified
as a follower of Jesus. Leaders must never
be afraid to be a follower of Christ even
when facing persecution. Joshua 1:9
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be afraid, do
not be discouraged, for the Lord your
God will be with you wherever you go.”
Christians, especially those in
leadership positions, must remember
that others are watching. If they deny
God out of fear others will do the same.
Even though Peter failed at times as a
leader he was restored by God and given
great responsibility over the church.
John 21:15-17 says “When they had
finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon son of John, do you love me more
than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my
lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of
John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes,
Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said,
“Take care of my sheep.” The third time he
said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked
him the third time, “Do you love me?” He
said, “Lord, you know all things; you know
that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my
sheep.”
Peter learned from his failures
and became a great leader of the
church.
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hroughout our lives, we
experience and encounter
many different activities that
we are drawn toward and find
enjoyment in participating.
Whether you find yourself sitting in your
reclining chair enjoying a new book,
cooking a newly discovered recipe,
or taking a hike on your favorite trail we
all find enjoyment on different avenues
throughout life.
When I was in school, I became
interested in fly fishing. I got started by
skipping class one spring day with my
roommates and taking a trip to a new
sporting goods store. I was browsing
through the sale rack and came across
a fly rod at a price I could not pass up.
Not knowing much about the sport, I had
always found it intriguing so I decided to
buy the rod. I then proceeded to teach
myself how to fly fish through reading
books and watching instructional videos.
Not realizing at the time but where I was
living within was within 45 minutes
driving distance to 4 of the best trout
streams in all of Pennsylvania. By the
middle of the summer I was hooked,
spending most of my free time out
on the stream. I worked an internship
Monday through Thursday and be out
of the water Thursday evening through
Sunday afternoon. I became passionate
about fly fishing over the next couple
years and ended up having half a
dozen different rods set up for fishing
any type of water and even started tying
my own flies. I would spend my days
off wading through the streams from
daylight till dark. I became passionate
about the sport. When it was time to
leave the stream I always wanted one
more cast. After I graduated and got a
full time job, I found myself having less
free time and the free time I had I spent

MORE

PASSION
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doing other things. I eventually sold
off most of my fishing rods and haven’t
even bought a fishing license for the
past 10 years. I makes me think of how
easily I became avid about a sport that I
stumbled into. Our tastes and preferences
change over time but oh how easily we
become passionate about things we do for
ourselves! This is what clearly happened
to me. Since then I have become more
dedicated to God and now spend my
time doing things He has in mind for me.
When you think about how
passionate people can become about
something and what drives them, you
can’t help but think of the Apostle Paul.
He was one of the most driven and
influential people throughout the bible.
The desire he had to spread the Gospel
of Jesus Christ didn’t stop until the day
he died. He traveled the world sharing
the good news to the Gentiles in hopes
the seeds he was sowing would fall
on good soil and take root. He had a

THE SPIRIT THAT
CHANGED PAUL
IS THE

SAME SPIRIT
AVAILABLE TO

YOU AND ME
TODAY.

desire to see hearts changed and lives
transformed by God’s Holy Spirit. There is
no disputing that his drive and motivation
was second to none. Paul embodied the
definition of the word passionate.
When reading in 2 Corinthians
chapter 11 verses 23-33 you can see
that there wasn’t anything that could
have deterred Paul from spreading the
Word of God. The Jews tried everything
they could to keep him from teaching
about Jesus but they couldn’t stop him.
Imprisonment, floggings, lashings, nor
stoning were enough to deter him or slow
his drive. He went through hardships,
hungered, thirsted, went without sleep,
faced danger in many different forms
from many different people, confronted
with being cold and naked yet none
of these quenched the fire that
burned within him to see lost souls
saved. No one can deny that Paul
was a passionate person but he didn’t
start out with a passion for lost souls.
Paul started in being passionate
about the exact opposite. He started
by being passionate about persecuting
Christians. He was present and gave
approval of the stoning of Stephen. In
Acts chapters 8 it tells of how Paul, then
Saul, began to destroy the church. He
went from house to house, dragging
off men and women and putting them
into prison for their belief in Jesus. In
Acts chapter 9 it says “…Saul was still
breathing out murderous threats against
the Lord’s disciples.” Paul’s was driven
to arrest, kill, and destroy those who
believed in Jesus. But on his way to
Damascus, Jesus appeared and spoke
to the man then known as Saul. He
blinded him and began transforming his
passion for destroying Christianity to a
passion for lost souls. Jesus didn’t take
away his passion but brought it to an
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about face. What Saul experienced
was the perfect love of Christ and
it reformed his way of thinking. He
became zealous for the sake of
Jesus. Jesus chose Saul because
of this characteristic and decided
to use it to spread his gospel. Once
Saul’s sight was restored and he was
baptized by the Holy Spirit, he started
to follow Jesus. From that moment
on, he was dedicated to the spreading
of the gospel. Shortly thereafter Saul
started to be referred to as Paul and
traveled from country to country
teaching people about Jesus. There
wasn’t any quit to him and he worked
diligently until the day he died. Paul’s
passion was used to build the church
and is still working at doing that to
this very day through his writings of 14
chapters of the new testament.
We can look at Paul’s life and
the example he left for us. The desire
he had to change hearts and make
believers of all people should spark
something in us. We can have the
same passion that Paul had. We can
ask God to transform our current
desire for our favorite leisure activities
to a yearning for spreading the gospel
of Jesus. We can ask the LORD for
a change in our way of thinking. If
Paul could be transformed from the
murderous hate filled man he was to
the loving inspired world changing
man he became, he can change us to
be more passionate for lost souls. The
same Spirit that changed Paul is the
same Spirit available to you and me
today. Let’s ask God’s Spirit speak to
our hearts and so that he can change
us into modern day world changers
for him. So today, let’s ask ourselves
what we are passionate for and make
sure it’s something that will have a
lasting effect on the hearts and lives of
people. Let’s make sure it’s something
in which we are pointing to the
saving grace of Jesus Christ and not
just something that we selfishly enjoy. Oh, how different this world would
be if more people were passionate
for Jesus!
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