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 Welcome to 
our special edition 
of The Northern 
Lights featuring our 
women. 
 We are excited 
about our Women 
of Ruth leaders and associates’ 
insights into prominent women 
of the bible. I know that their 
unique views and understanding 
of these subjects will give us all a 
lot to think about. 
 We are desiring to become 
the Bride of Christ but to do this 
we must study his word and 
do the things he shows us in it! 
Also to emulate these great wom-
en of God found in the scriptures. 
 In so doing this we will move 
forward in our goals. So please read 
and enjoy what God is showing you  
personally through these inspired 
articles. 

God Bless You!
Bishop H. David Lam 
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Sarah
The Mother of Nations

By Sis. Debbie Lam, New Florence



 Sarah is the wife of Abraham. Goes with 
him from Ur to Haran and then to the land 
of Canaan. Sarah is fair to look upon. God 
promises to bless her as a mother of nations. 
Impatient of divine delays, she gives her maid 
Hagar to her husband. Ishmael was born. 
Finally, Sarah gives birth to Isaac. She dies and 
is buried at Machpelah.
 The first woman distinctly portrayed in 
the history of man’s spiritual development is 
Sarah, beloved wife of Abraham, founder of the 
house of Israel. Sarah’s life was one continuous 
trial of her faith in God’s promise that she 
was to be the mother of nations. Through this 
trial she emerged as a woman of power, one 
who was a dutiful and beloved wife and who 
finally became a favorite and venerated mother. 
The tragedy of Sarah’s early life was that she 
was barren, but the miracle of her life was that 
she gave birth to Isaac. Son of promise, when 
the time had passed when she could become 
a mother. The miracle came from the faith 
of Abraham and the loyalty of Sarah to her 
husband.
 Sarah’s life became Abraham’s. At Haran, 
God said to Abraham, “get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred and from thy father’s 
house, into a land that I will show thee. And 
I will make of thee a great nation (Genesis 
12:1-2)”. Where he went, she went, as a strong 
influence alongside of him. Her love and loyalty 
were blessed by Abraham’s devotion to her. 
Sarah shared her husband’s dangers, 
heartaches, his purposes and dreams. 
Early in their wanderings, under the tree of 
Moreh in the Valley of Shechem, Abraham 
built an altar to the Lord. He built an 
altar near Beth-el, 12 miles north of Jerusalem, 
and another under an oak at Mamre. Sarah 
worshiped at these altars with her husband. 
She had a high conception of wifely duty. Sarah 
was obedient to Abraham. She became what 
Peter called an “heir” with Abraham of “the 
grace of light” (1 Peter 3:7). The intensity 
of their union deepened, a mighty force. 
Their wanderings were in their mature years. 
She was 65 and he was 75. As they traveled, 
they increased in their wealth. Menservants, 
maidservants, sheep, oxen, herds and other 
flocks. The confidence and true affection 
between Abraham and Sarah reflected the 
authority she had over the household during 

his absence.
 Sarah herself “a fair woman to look upon”. 
A figure both commanding and graceful. Sarah 
was a princess in bearing and character as her 
name signified from Babylonia or name of Sarai, 
but 14 years later approaching motherhood, 
changed her name from Sarai to Sarah and 
her husband’s name from Abram to Abraham 
(Genesis 17:5, 15). Sarah was her husband’s 
half-sister on the side of their father Terah, 
not uncommon in their day. Early on, Sarah 
was taken into King Pharaoh’s court. Josephus 
informed us that Sarah courageous and 
unafraid, admitted to her Royal admirers that 
she was the wife of Abraham. Isn’t it to Sarah’s 
credit that her own fidelity to Abraham secured 
her escape? Growing impatient for the birth of 
Abrahams promised son, and not understanding 
the divine delay, Sarah thought she was the 
problem. Sarah devised letting her maid Hagar 
give her a son. Sarah went to Abraham and said, 
behold now, the Lord hath restrain me from 
bearing. I pray the, go in unto my maid, it may 
be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram 
hearkened to the voice of Sarah (Genesis 16:2). 
Sarah’s lack of faith gave her anguish. This was 
not the child that God had promised.
 Sarah showed her worst self when she 
said “I have given my maid up unto thy bosom 
and when she saw that she had conceived, 
I was despised in her eyes. The Lord judge 
between me and thee” (Genesis 16:5). Abraham 
loved Sarah so when she complained to 
Abraham about Hagar, he said behold, thy maid 
is in thy hand. Due to her as it pleases thee 
(Genesis 16:6). Hagar fled into the wilderness 
and the angel of the Lord said unto her return 
to thy mistress and submit thyself under her 
hands (Genesis 16:9). God told Abraham that 
the covenant was not Ishmael’s, but with a 
son from Sarah. Three men came to his tent. 
Sarah, showing hospitality, made cakes for their 
guests. In this service, Sarah became the first 
woman in the Bible to extend hospitality. These 
were the divine messengers to tell of Abraham 
and Sarah’s son. Sarah had great faith, or she 
could not become the mother in the Bible 
of the miracle birth. The miracle of Isaac’s 
birth and being not weak in faith, Abraham 
considered not his own body now dead. When 
he was about 100 years old, neither yet the 
deadness of Sarah’s womb (Romans 4:19). Isaac 



shall thy seed be called. (Genesis 21:12). 
As Isaac reached manhood, he was to be a 
sacrifice. Sarah had great faith because of 
the love of God. A ram would be offered up 
instead of Isaac. Sarah enjoyed the love and 
companionship of a devoted husband and a will 
son until her death at the age of 127. The only 
woman in the Bible whose age at death is recorded. 
She was buried in a cave at Machpelah near 
an oak of Mamre. Sarah’s mentioned in three 
other places in the New Testament. First Peter 
3:6, Romans 4:19, 9:9 as well as in Isaiah 51:2, is 
evidence of the revered place she held in Hebrew 
history. Today this “mother of nations” lives on 
some 4000 years later, as the woman whose 
faith helped to achieve one of the miracle births. 

Tribute to Dollie Lam 
and a view from Debbie Lam. 

 Dollie had a saying: Working for the Lord 
doesn’t pay much…. but the retirement is out 
of this world!!!
 As Dollie Lam and David Lam grew together 
in their young life; God put a service into both 
of them. The Lord gave a calling on Brother 
Lam become Bishop David Lam gave a calling to 
sister Dollie Lam to become Deaconess Dollie 
Lam and honor unto the Lord. Their lives 
together alongside one another had trials, 
love, faith and promises. Striving to 
accomplish the Lord work, they started 
pastoring Sligo church and then when God said 
move, they did. With five children in the love 
and faith in God no journey or trial was too big! 
They shared dreams, dangers, heartaches and 
worshipped together. They were obedient in 

all for the Lord. As Bishop was called overseas; 
Dollie was strong in keeping the house hold 
together and the church work done. A woman 
of God most commanding and graceful with 
modest attire. Always hospitable to guests, 
a woman with great faith and loved to work 
alongside her husband. Then just a Sarah, the 
Lord took her home. A mother of nations, the 
princess, child of the Lord. As Abraham had 
a second wife, so the Lord gave Bishop David 
Lam a second wife; and the work of the Lord 
continues. 
 The Lord will give you your heart’s desire; 
he gave me mine. Five years ago, I was praying 
after my husband passed. “Lord I want to serve 
you; but I don’t know how to do it by myself.” 
So, three years ago he said; “Debbie, I have a 
man of God for you! Bishop Lam”. We were 
married, then a new journey began my life. I left 
Florida after 30 years to move to Montana where 
Bishop was pastoring a church. I worked 
alongside my husband. With trials, love, and 
faith for one year. Then God said move; so, 
we came to Pennsylvania to do the work of 
the Lord. Faith, trials, dreams, and obedience 
as two people work for the glory of the Lord. 
It’s been two years here in the work of the 
Lord. I have been given a new life with five 
children, eighteen grandchildren, and 
twenty-four great-grandchildren, whereas I had 
none. What a blessing! 
 Every day I’m in anticipation of what God 
has in store for our lives. May the work of the 
Lord in Bishop Lam and I be a glory unto the 
Lord. A mother of nations, a princess, a child of 
the Lord. 





Rahab
A Thread of Hope

By Sis. Debbie Myers, Clarion



 When we think of women in the Bible, 
Rahab usually doesn’t pop into our minds, it is 
those that have been visited by an angel with 
a calling on their lives, pops up first. When I 
was asked to write about Rahab for this article 
it was the first time, I really looked at her life 
and what she had done. I am so inspired by 
her, and I pray she inspires you too, to be the 
woman (or man) of God when and where he 
needs us!
       Rahab was a harlot in the city of Jericho, 
not a woman held in high esteem, or pure of 
heart like we might think of Mary the mother 
of Jesus. Rahab also allowed men to lodge at 
her home, which the two men sent to spy 
on Jericho did. Rahab knew these men were 
Israelites and that they 
were spies here there to 
scout out their city. News 
of the Israelites journey 
from Egypt, and of their 
God, spread throughout 
the land as victory after 
victory was theirs. The 
miracles that were done 
on their behalf were 
also known. Because 
of what she had heard, 
Rahab believed in the 
power of a god she only 
had head knowledge of. 
She knew He was “the 
God of heaven above and 
the earth below” because 
of the works He had 
done on behalf of Israel. 
The whole city of Jericho  
was “melting in fear because of them and 
everyone’s courage failed because of them”! 
They understood the POWER of our God!
      Rahab was bold enough to help these men 
escape detection from the leaders of Jericho 
who were looking for them, and then helped 
them escape from Jericho. She was bold enough 
to seek safety for herself, her mother and 
father, brothers and sisters, as   well as all who 
belonged to them” from the coming destruction 
of Jericho. In faith of their word that they would 
do this because of   what she had done for them, 
she put the scarlet cord in the window she had 
let them down from to escape into the night as 
instructed, then gathered her family into her 

room and waited. Just like the bible tells us to 
do - when we have done all that we can, just 
stand and wait on the LORD. That was all that 
Rahab had to do, she didn’t have to straighten 
her life out first, she just had to show up where 
she was and do as she was instructed. Sounds 
simple enough, and it is as long as we don’t 
decide to go out and do what we might think 
would be better. Just follow instructions and 
stand in faith, just as Rahab and her family did. She 
did this BEFORE she knew our God personally!! 
How much more should we be able to walk in 
faith before our God?
     It is time for us to be BOLD, to actually WALK 
IN FAITH, knowing the POWER of our God, right 
where we are! No more doubts about God being 

willing to use us, where 
we are today, how we are 
today, as well as all our 
tomorrows! Rahab was 
a harlot, an  occupation 
that brought shame, 
yet God used her right 
where she was! She was 
considered righteous for 
what she did! Rahab was 
a changed woman after 
this, and so will we if we 
follow this example of 
faith in action in “the God 
of the heavens above and 
the earth below”!
     Our God is MIGHTY, 
POWERFUL AND ALL 
KNOWING! NATIONS 
HAVE and WILL TREMBLE 
BEFORE HIM!! 

 Just don’t let us tremble and fall before 
Satan! He is a liar and a thief and only wants to 
steal, kill, and destroy Gods people. God knows 
what he is doing, and he knows you and me, 
right here and right now -the good, the bad and 
the ugly - and he wants us to be willing   vessels 
he can use right now! Let us be known for our 
righteous acts just like Rahab was. The mentality 
of “I’m not” or “I’m just a” needs eliminated 
from our vocabulary!!! It is all to the glory of 
God not us. It is HE who gives us the ability to 
go and do whatever he asks us to do. Just be 
available and we can be an inspiration to those 
that follow after us.   

It is time for us 
to be BOLD, 
to actually 

WALK IN FAITH, 
knowing the 
POWER of 

our God, right 
where we are!



HANNAH 
By Minister Cathy Brinko, Pittsburgh-Monroeville

The Power of Prayer



 In the Hebrew culture, every name had 
a meaning, and every child was named with 
careful consideration. A name was chosen to 
project a child’s characteristic. Such was the 
case of Hannah, whose name means “gracious”.
 Hannah was the first, and favored wife of 
Elkanah, the Levite. Elkanah took a second wife, 
possibly at the urging of Hannah. Hannah was 
barren, and knew it was considered a disgrace 
to not be able to provide a child to her husband.
 Peninnah, the second wife, bore Elkanah 
several children. Not much is recorded about 
her, however, we know do know that she was 
cruel to Hannah. She caused Hannah much 
distress as she taunted her because she was 
barren. In her jealousy of Elkanah’s love 
for Hannah, she tried to make Hannah feel 
worthless. Jealous people often do this to 
others.
 Hannah was a Godly woman, who, in spite 
of her sorrows, stayed true to Yahweh, God. 
She suffered much at the hand of Peninnah 
who was not only jealous, but also heartless.
 Elkanah and Hannah went up to the 
temple yearly to worship the Lord. Hannah 
was childless but not prayerless. She found 
herself agonizing before the Lord in prayer in the 
temple. Eli, the Priest found her in her crying 
out to the Lord. He saw her agony. He saw her 
lips moving, but heard no sound coming from 
them. Eli accused her of being drunken in the 
temple. He chastised her for this. She pleaded her 
innocence, and then poured out her soul to 
him. He realized that she had an intense desire 
to have a son. She promised that if she would 
bare a son, that she would dedicate him to the 
service of the Lord all his days. Eli told her to go 
in peace and that God would grant her petition. 
Hannah believed the word of the Lord. She was 
joyous in her spirit as she left because of her 
faith in God.
 Elkanah and Hannah returned home 
and conceived a child. Samuel was born, and, 
we know he was taken to the temple when he 
was weaned, and dedicated to the service of 
the Lord. God blessed Hannah because of her 
sacrifice and her faithfulness to the vow she’d 
made, and she was granted five more children. 
Samuel became a man of prayer and 
intercession.
 From the life of Hannah, we can first learn 
to trust God. In her sorrow she poured out her 

heart to God and He heard her plea. She did 
not see any way, in the flesh, for her situation 
to ever get better. As she agonized and cried 
out to God, her plea was heard. She left the 
presence of God with joy, because she trusted 
God in a very difficult situation.
 We see here that Samuel became a man 
of prayer and intercession. We can affect others 
in our Christian walk, especially our children. 
Samuel saw an example of a praying mother. 
What examples are our children, and others 
seeing in us?
 Hannah teaches us to be gracious. She 
was teased and belittled by a jealous woman 
because she was barren. Many times, in the 
flesh, when someone “comes at us”, we want 
to defend ourselves and lash out at them—give 
them a piece of our mind. True graciousness 
treats others well, in spite of how they treat us.
  Through Hannah’s life, we can 
see that our sacrifices pay off. We don’t 
realize, most of the time, what our sacrifices 
mean to the Lord. In Hannah’s case, God 
recognized her sacrifice and rewarded her with 
five more children. When we fulfill the vows we 
make to the Lord, he will bless us as well.
 When we face trials and sorrows in our 
lives, we need to give our heartache to the 
Lord. Cry out to God, anguish before Him. He 
will hear our cry and we can experience the joy 
of the Lord.
 Be a good example to those we have 
influence over. Our words and actions are a 
window to our soul. We 
influence everyone we come in contact with, 
one way or another. Be a good influence.
 Be gracious and forgiving. Hannah could 
have let her heartache and grief caused by 
Peninnah destroy her. However, she chose to 
forgive and treat her opposition graciously. This 
contributed to her reward.
 In your sorrow and days of utter despair, 
give it to the Lord. God genuinely cares about 
us and loves us. Down the road, when we look 
back on our experiences of grief, we can see the 
hand of salvation of the Lord.
 God is a good God and worthy of us 
giving our all!



By Sis. Rita Dillie, New Florence

ABIGAIL
The Bravery of Peace



 Abigail was first married to Nabal, who 
was a drunkard and a fool. He was the owner 
of large herds, a thousand goats and three 
thousand sheep and a lot of land.
 David was a shepherd hiding from Saul 
in the wilderness. He had gathered about six 
hundred followers who voluntarily protected 
the flocks of many herdsman from thieves. 
David also protected Nabal’s flock.
 It was sheep shearing season at the 
home of Abigail and Nabal, many guests had 
gathered and there was much feasting. Abigail 
had 
provided abundantly for her guests, for 
she was a woman who had a reputation for 
gracious hospitality.
 David sent ten of his men up to Nabal’s 
home to ask for a little food during this 
feasting time. David’s own provisions were 
running low. David’s request was just for 
whatever ten men could carry away, and that 
wasn’t much food for six hundred men. Nabal 
was drunk and when he heard this request, and 
he answered, “Who is David? Who is, the son of 
Jesse? Why should I take my bread and water 
and meat I have slaughtered for my shearers 
and give it to men coming from who knows 
where?”
 When Nabal gave them nothing, this
 angered David to the point he was going to 
have Nabal and his house put to death.  Abigail 
knew disaster was hanging over her household.  
Abigail  lost no time, she took two 
hundred loaves of bread, two skins of 
wine, five dressed sheep, five seahs 
of toasted grain, a hundred cakes of 
raisins, and two hundred cakes of 
pressed figs. She and her helpers 
packed it up on donkeys and headed 
out to where David and his men were.
 Abigail said to David and his 
men, “Pay no attention to that wicked 
man Nabal, he is a drunk and just like 
his name, he is a fool, a wicked man, 
no one can talk to him.” 
 Abigail asked David to forgive 
her,  her husband, and their servants. 
David forgave them and accepted 
their gifts, she returned home and 
Nabal had a stroke and died ten days 
later.
 When David heard what had 

happened to Nabal he sent out his servant 
to Abigail. David has sent us to take you to 
become his wife and her answer was, here is 
your maidservant ready to serve, she praised 
David telling him evil would not be found him 
so long as she lived. Abigail also told him that 
he would be prince over Israel and that his soul 
would be, “Bound in the bundle of life with the 
Lord thy God.” 
 David’s word to her was “Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel which sent thee this day to 
meet me, and blessed be thy advice.” Abigail 
and David had a son named Daniel. Abigail was 
a beautiful woman and was considered one of 
the wisest in the Old Testament. She was God 
influenced and 
a good help to David. She reminded David that 
he was God’s anointed leader in all Israel and 
that God had entrusted him with. 
 Abigail allowed God to use her to save a 
household., she helped David meet the needs 
of his men, by feeding them. She helped to 
meet the needs of many people. What an 
example to follow to help others that are in 
need. Abigail gave good advice to David and he 
excepted it and that’s how we should be also. 
Don’t be afraid to take good advice, especially if 
it will help to grow and mature us. Sometimes 
these steps are not so easy but in the long run 
they are necessary to our spiritual growth. 
 It makes me want to be more like her, a 
wise servant and a good helpmate.



Ruth
By Deaconess Cheryl Piper, Assistant Pastor - Pittsburgh

Faith in Obedience



 First of all, I want to thank the Lord, Jesus Christ, for allowing me to be a part of His work 
and being connected to fellow believers who follow the truth of His word and also for being a 
member of The Church of God. 
 Since day one when I entered The Church of God in Youngstown, PA, I knew God had a plan 
for me and for my husband.  I knew of the Lord, but I did not have a personal relationship with 
Him.  
 What really impressed me were the ladies of the church.  They were always there every 
time there was church.  You never had to worry if this one would show up or that one would 
show up, there were always there.   From before the service started to the last ones to leave.  And 
they always tried to make sure everyone who came in those doors knew about the Lord and how 
each of us needed the Holy Spirit to help us in our daily walk.
 Not only did these ladies minister to the congregation they also worked hard for the lord 
doing fundraisers.  These ladies were working constantly and not complaining.  They made 
hoagies, they make pies, they worked a trailer selling food at auctions, they had dinners.   
 Seeing all this, I wanted to be a “WORI”, a Woman of Ruth International.  At that time, I 
didn’t realize exactly what that meant and the revelation that it has.  
 However, I wanted what they had.  These ladies taught the younger ladies how to be women 
in the church and the responsibilities that came with it.  
 Titus 2:3-5 says, ”Teach the older women to be quiet and respectful in everything they do. 
They must not go around speaking evil of others and must not be heavy drinkers, but they should 
be teachers of goodness. These older women must train the younger women to live quietly, to 
love their husbands and their children, and to be sensible and clean minded, spending their time 
in their own homes, being kind and obedient to their husbands so that the Christian faith can't 
be spoken against by those who know them.”
 You know, even as a child, God had his hand on me and I didn’t even know it.  I grew up on 
a road called “Solomon’s Temple” and had no idea that was a real story in the bible. 
 As women in the church, we do have responsibilities and duties that we need to be doing.  
The WORI auxiliary in The Church of God is the middle shaft of the candlestick.  It represents 
love.  Without love, we are nothing.
 There are many scriptures in the bible about love, but 1 Corinthians, Chapter 13 verses 
1-13 says it like this: “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, 
I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body 
to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. Love is patient, love is kind and is 
not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, Does not act unbecomingly; it does not 
seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, 
but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.  Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are 
tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.  When I was a child, 
I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away 
with childish things. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, 
but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known. But now faith, hope, love, abide 
these three; but the greatest of these is love.”
 As women, we are nurturers.  We love and pamper our  children, our husbands, our 
parents, and even co-workers or even strangers when we see them in need.   That is our make-up, 
God made us this way.
 God established through her. God brought her and Boaz together and they conceived a 
child. That child would be in the lineage of Jesus, the Savior of the world.
 So, what does being a Woman of Ruth in The Church of God really mean?



Where you go
I will go,

and where 
you stay

I will stay. 
Your people

will be
my people
and your 

God
my God.

-Ruth 1:16



 When we look at the story of Ruth, we 
see faithfulness, dedication and love both to 
God and to Naomi, her mother-in-law.  (at this 
point, let me say, I loved my mother-in-law.  
She was a mentor to me and we got along well.
She taught me how to pray, how to work and 
how to love people)  Naomi was the example 
to Ruth.
 God had a plan for Ruth, as he does for 
each of us.  We must be faithful, patience, 
obedient and listen to him in order to receive 
what He has for us.
 Ruth lost her husband and she travelled 
with her mother-in-law to Bethlehem.  There 
she met Boaz and how she gleaned in the field 
under his direction.  She gleaned 1/7th of 
the barley and Boaz gave her the other six!! 
 Ruth is an example of the gentile 
nation.  We are grafted into the Jewish 
heritage of the Lord.  Grafted in to become 
spiritual Israel.  Ruth represents the 
Gentiles.    She was a foreigner, (not-Jewish) 
but Gentile and God used her and blessed 
her.   As with Ruth, God has a plan for the 
Gentile Nation.  If we are obedient to the 
Lord and obey His commands, His plan for 
us will work out.  We get in the way too 
much and try to do things our way. 
 As Ruth was the example, 
we must continue on in the Lord’s 
will, even when we don’t know the 
outcome.  We as the end time church 
need to move forward in the Lord’s will 
and continue to the end where we know 
He will take care of us.  Ruth didn’t have 
all the answers and neither will we but 
God has the plans to take care of us 
and we don’t need to worry about the 
future only that we will remain faithful 
until the end.  Run the race before us to 
receive the crown of life that the Lord 
promised.  This will take dedication, 
commitment and faithfulness on each 
of our part doing the work God has 
given each one of us.  We are the body of 
Christ, united in Him, doing the work He 
calls each of us to do as we strive to be the 
Bride of Christ he’s coming back for.  
 I am so thankful that God has allowed 
all peoples of this earth to be a part of his 
kingdom and not just the natural born Jew.  
God is a God of love and He loves everyone, 

each one has a soul.  People can be converted 
and changed, God is a forgiving God.  Let’s be 
like Ruth with our minds made up and our 
hearts fixed on following the Lord no matter 
what.  No one or nothing will separate us from 
God. And let us keep love at the forefront of our 
lives in everything we do.  And may God place 
us where He sees it,  Amen?
 One last note, as the Territorial WORI 
Director, I am proud of our ladies and I love when 
we meet together and fellowship and especially 
the younger ones attending retreats and other 
events.  I see growth, maturity, love and unity.  
We are a mighty force for the Lord when we come 
together.  We need each other!!

5 LESSONS WE CAN LEARN 
FROM RUTH

1. Don't let the past hold you back
Look what God did for Ruth when she
pressed forward and put the past behind her.
• Matthew 10:37 – God is above all
• Romans 8:28-29 – God's purpose
• Galatians 2:20 – Crucified with Christ
• Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things
• James 1:2-4 – Perseverance

2. Be full of faith
Ruth believed God and she acted on it. She 
didn't ponder what to do, she made her mind 
up fast and did it.
• Hebrews 11 – The role call of the faithful

3. Value great character
Everything Ruth did represented a woman of 
great character and God honored that.

4. Believe redemption is possible
Ruth believed God would provide for her and 
in the story we see the miraculous events that 
took place.

5. Leave a legacy
Perhaps one of the best parts of Ruth’s 
story is the legacy.



Esther
The Reluctant Queen

By Minister Brenda Gray, Sidney



 Hadassah-Myrtle, one of the boughs 
designated in the Law of Moses to be used in 
the building of booths at Sukkot, the Feast of 
Tabernacles.
 Hadassah-Myrtle, a beautiful, young, 
orphaned Jewish girl.  One of the daughters of 
the tribe of Benjamin.  Growing up in a foreign 
land.  A land to which her own people had been 
exiled.  Carried into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon.  Her situation could have 
been extremely bleak had it not been for her 
cousin Mordecai.  Mordecai was the 
great-grandson of Kish, a Benjamite.  Kish 
had been among those carried away by 
Nebuchadnezzar.  After Hadassah’s parents 
died, Mordecai, who was her father’s nephew, 
took her in and raised her as his own daughter.  
They lived in the city of Shushan where King 
Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) had his royal palace.  
Not an ideal life for a young Jewish girl perhaps; 
but the LORD has ways of turning a seemingly 
ordinary or even hopeless existence into one 
that can forever change history.
 Ahasuerus (Xerxes I), who reigned over 
127 provinces from India to Ethiopia, had 
decided to showcase his vast wealth and majesty 
to his officials and his nobles-the powers 
of Media and Persia.  For six months he 
displayed the greatness of his kingdom.  He then 
held a feast of wine for seven days, to which 
everyone within Shushan the citadel, was invited.  
His queen, Vashti, also held a feast for the 
ladies.  When the king was well intoxicated 
with wine, he summoned Queen Vashti to 
appear before him in order to display her beauty 
for all to see.  However, the queen refused. 
Enraged at the queen’s rebellion, he sought the 
advice of those well-acquainted with the laws of 
Media and Persia, seven princes of the kingdom.  
Memucan answered him that the queen 
had not only wronged the king, but also the 
people.  She didn’t just defy the king’s wishes, 
she broke the law.  In order to put down a 
revolt before it started, Memucan advised that 
the king write a law forbidding Vashti from 
approaching the king again and stripping her 
of her title as queen.  Therefore, a new queen 
must be sought. Someone who would be 
obedient to the law. 
 Taken from the care of her adoptive 
father, Hadassah (Esther) was gathered with 
many other young virgins into the women’s 

quarters at the king’s palace.  Her grace and 
beauty shone above the other young women 
for she was given favor with Hegai, the man 
responsible for their care and preparation.  She 
was freely given whatever she needed, along 
with seven of her own maidservants from the 
king’s palace to assist her.  After one full year 
of intense beauty preparations, the young 
women were presented to the king for his 
approval.  One stood out above all the others.  
Esther, the young, Jewish orphan.  And she 
became queen. 
 “Honor your mother and your father, that 
your days may be long upon the land which the 
LORD your God is giving you.” Exodus 20:12.   
Esther’s lineage was known only to herself 
and Mordecai, who had cautioned her not to 
reveal it.  Esther obeyed him as she always had.  
When Mordecai uncovered a plot to harm the 
king, Esther’s new husband, he told Queen
Esther who informed her husband in Mordecai’s 
name.   These two men were hanged, and the 
king’s life was spared. “Seek the peace of the 
city where I have caused you to be carried away 
captive and pray to the LORD for it, for in its 
peace, you will have peace.” Jeremiah 29:7.  
 Haman, an Agagite, long-time enemies of 
the Jews, was promoted to the king’s right hand.  
All the servants within the king’s gate were 
commanded by the king to bow and pay homage 
to Haman.  But Mordecai refused because he 
was a Jew.  Enraged because this son of the 
captivity, this mere Jew, dared to not reverence 
him, Haman sought a legal way to destroy him 
and all the Jews with him.  He found it when he 
tricked the king into believing he was helping 
him destroy his enemies.  And so, a law was 
enacted by the king.  A law to destroy all 
the Jews throughout the entire kingdom of 
Ahasuerus.  
 Mordecai sat in deep mourning upon 
hearing the news of the law.  He sat in front 
of the king’s gate fasting, crying, sitting in 
ashes, and crying out to the LORD.  His plight 
was told to Queen Esther.  He pleaded with 
her to go before the king.  But Esther knew 
this was against the law.  She knew she could 
be put to death for such an act unless the king 
granted her his favor and held out the scepter 
to her.  Her act of obedience must have seemed 
to be an act of selfishness, or even worse, an 
act of cowardice to the grieving Mordecai who



reminded her that her life would not be spared 
either if they were to discover that she was also 
a Jew.  In a moment of wisdom, Mordecai said 
to her, “…Who knows whether you have come 
to the kingdom for a time such as this?”
 Esther, filled with love for her people 
and the urgency of their dire circumstances, 
called for a three day fast among all her 
people.  She chose to sacrifice her own safety 
by disobeying the law and presenting herself 
to the king, uninvited.  She proposed to the 
king a banquet and invited Haman.  The same 
Haman who was filled with such hatred for 
Mordecai that he had built gallows upon which 
to hang him.  In the meantime, the king had 
realized his error in not rewarding Mordecai 
for saving his life.  He chose to exalt and 
honor Mordecai and commanded Haman to 
carry out his orders and perform such an honor 
on the man Haman despised. Haman seethed 
with hatred as he obeyed the king’s command. 
Then came the banquet Queen Esther had 
prepared.  Queen Esther revealed the evil plot 
to destroy her and her people 
and the name of the man 
behind the plot. Angered at the 
betrayal of his closest 
advisor, the king leaves the room 
momentarily only to return 
and find Haman had thrown 
himself across the queen’s 
couch, pleading for his life.  The king mistakes 
this for an act of aggression against the queen 
and has him executed on the very same gallows 
Haman had built to murder Mordecai.  The 
king then gave the house of Haman to Queen 
Esther.  She and Mordecai revealed to the king 
their family relationship.  Esther again humbled 
herself to the king and pleaded with him for 
a way to stop Haman’s evil plan and save her 
people.  
 “I will bless those who bless you,  And I will 
curse him who curses you,  And in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”  Genesis 
12:3
 But how to accomplish this since a law 
had already been written and signed by the king 
to destroy them?  Once enacted, the laws of the 
Persians and the Medes could not be broken. 
 The LORD, however, always has a way 
to deliver His people.  The king gave his full 
authority to Esther and Mordecai to write a 

decree which cannot be altered or revoked.  
This decree gave the Jews the right to defend 
themselves on the day which had been set aside 
by Haman for them to be slaughtered.  That day 
was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month 
Adar.  The Jews rejoiced with gladness, a feast, 
and a holiday.  Many people of the land became 
Jews because the fear of the Jews fell upon 
them. The ten sons of Haman were also hanged 
on the gallows.  And Mordecai wrote letters to 
all the Jews in all the provinces that they were to 
celebrate these two days every year.  And the 
LORD turned what would have been a day of 
horror, into a day of joy.  A day of giving gifts 
to one another and to the poor.  And Queen 
Esther wrote with full authority confirming the 
celebration, the beginning of the Jewish 
celebration of Purim.  So named because 
of the word “lot”, Pur, in which their 
enemies had cast the lot in order to 
destroy them.  And Mordecai, like Joseph 
before him, was elevated to the second highest 
status in the land, second only to the king. * 

 What strikes me about the 
account of Esther is actually the 
opposite of things I have read 
about her.  Some people have 
suggested that she was selfish 
or even cowardly, or that she had 
no right to take Queen Vashti’s 
seat.  I don’t agree with those 

assumptions.  If we can put ourselves in her 
place for a moment, perhaps we can understand 
her position a little more clearly.  This young, 
orphaned, Jewish girl was living under the 
authority of her cousin.  Living among strangers 
in a pagan land.  Surely, she would have dreamed 
of marrying a young man of Jewish descent, if 
not from her own tribe of Benjamin, preserving 
her heritage.  To raise up children in the faith of 
the fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
 She chose instead, to be obedient and 
put those hopes aside.  Torn between obeying 
the laws of the king and saving her people, 
even at the threat of her own death for such 
disobedience; she chose her people. Hardly an 
act of selfishness or cowardice.  And, she didn’t        
choose to take Queen Vashti’s place, she was 
chosen to do so.  Esther stands out to me as 
a young girl in an impossible situation, who, 
with the LORD’s help, changed the course of 
history.  

Who knows whether 
you have come to the 
kingdom for a time 

such as this?



                       Not only for the 
      Jewish people, 
    but for all 
                                 people. Some say 
     the story of  
      Esther is all  
          about the feast 
                                                       of Purim.  But  there
            is so much more 
         to it than that. 
     “For thus says 
          the LORD: after 
               seventy years are 
   completed at 
       Babylon, I will 
       visit you, and 
                                         cause you to return 
                    to this place.   For  I 
                       know the thoughts                   
                 I think toward you, 
    says the LORD, 
     thoughts of peace 
    and not of evil, to 
  give you a future
    and a hope.”  Jeremiah 
   29: 10 & 11.  We all 
   love this well-known and   
 much-quoted Scripture.   
  The LORD used Esther, 
among others, to fulfill this 

       promise!  If those of us who  feel powerless, who feel    
   undeserving, unworthy, or unheard; will stand in our 
faith and be willing to allow The LORD to use us for His 
purposes, even if it doesn’t make sense or line up with 
what we want to do; The LORD will do miraculous things 
through us too.  
 “Nevertheless, not My will, Father, but Your will 
be done.”
 Be willing.  Be willing to be misunderstood, 
if necessary, in order to fulfill the LORD’s call 
on your life. This is a lesson about strength, 
faith, courage, love, character, and integrity. 
Esther’s determination to not have her people torn 
apart, even if it means her own harm, strikes a very 
deep chord in my own heart.  This is what I live for daily. 
Father bring Your people together. 
 Wonder Women of the Bible.  We can’t do it on 
our own, but “With God, all things are possible.” 



Mary
of Magdala

A Friend of God
By Minister Theresa McGinity, Greensburg



 I am a friend of God, I am a friend of God, I 
am a friend of God He calls me friend…. lyrics to 
a song we often sing which is to signify our close 
relationship with God.  We tell ourselves that 
we are His friend and He is ours.  One exemplary 
woman in the Bible who truly had this kind of 
relationship with the Lord was Miriam of 
Magdala, more commonly known as Mary 
Magdalene.
 If there was ever a misunderstood person 
in the Bible, it would her.  She has had many 
stories attached to her name, been associated 
with different unnamed women in the 
Bible and more importantly, had her role 
in the life and ministry reduced in such a 
way that unless you study who she was, you 
almost couldn’t even tell how important she 
was to His ministry.  And don’t even get me 
started on the garbage that is The Da Vinci Code.
 Miriam (or Mary) is believed to be 
from a city called Magdala.  Magdala was an 
ancient city on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
3 miles north of Tiberias. In the Babylonian 
Talmud it is known as Magdala Nunayya meaning 
"Tower of the Fishes". Until the 1948 
Arab–Israeli War, a small Arab village, al-Maj-
dal, stood at the site of ancient Magdala, while 
nowadays the modern Israeli municipality of 
Migdal extends to the area.  The city is also 
characterized as one noted for its wealth and 
depravity.
 It would seem possible that in this 
affluent city, Mary got with the wrong crowd.  
Somehow demonic forces began to enter and 
take control her life. When she first met Jesus, 
she met deliverance.  We are told in scripture 
that Jesus cast seven demons out of Mary.   
From that point on, she loved him with a 
great and enduring love.  For the remainder of 
Jesus’ ministry Mary was there to serve Him.
 Does this sound familiar?  In 1 Corinthians 
15:33, Paul tells us, “Do not be misled: "Bad 
company corrupts good character."  Before we 
came to know Jesus, we would like to think 
we were all good, but the reality was, without 
Jesus, we were just another sinner, walking 
through life without purpose because we hadn’t 
been redeemed.  Just like Mary.  But once she 
met him, he CHANGED HER LIFE.  Hasn't he 
done that for you and me?
 Think back to who you were before you 
came to know God.  What kind of person were 

you?  Mary is a parallel to our own walk with 
him.  It’s also interesting to note that we know 
nothing about her background.  We do not 
know her lineage, her age, her marital status, 
nothing.  Why is that interesting? Because it 
didn’t matter.  What her story will show you is 
it doesn’t matter who we were before Christ. All 
that matters is who we are AFTER Christ.  
 Unfortunately, because we do not know 
some of these basic details, people have 
associated her with other women of the bible 
and have given her attributes that scripture 
does not support.  Was she a prostitute?  Where 
in scripture does it specifically say that?  Was 
she the woman caught in adultery?  Was she 
the sinful women who anointed Jesus’ feet with 
her hair?  All of these are speculation, where 
people have added to what the Bible says about 
her.  But why?  To diminish the impact she 
had on others.  But where did this association 
come from?  In a homily in 591, pope Gregory 
the Great associated Mary Magdalene with the 
anonymous sinner in Luke 7. In Pope Gregory's 
interpretation, the seven demons expelled 
from Mary Magdalene by Jesus are transformed 
into the seven deadly sins of medieval 
Catholicism. The New Testament, however, 
nowhere legitimizes such an identification. 
Preachers often lined up the gospel stories 
in their preaching, and in this case it was not 
uncommon that the story of Mary of Bethany, 
who dried Jesus’ feet with her hair (John 12:1-8), 
was combined with the story of an 
anonymous sinner in Luke 7, who makes a 
similar gesture. Thus the anonymous sinner 
became a Mary, and because the Mary 
Magdalene is for the first time identified as 
one of Jesus’ disciples in the following chapter 
(Luke 8:1-3), she is identified with the sinner in 
the preceding story. Because Mary’s so-called 
‘sin’ was interpreted as a ‘sexual sin’, she has 
traditionally gone into history as a prostitute.
The historical setting in which the gospels were 
written, was markedly patriarchal. In such a 
society it was not uncommon for women who 
took up leading positions in the public sphere 
to be denigrated by the accusation of sexual 
irregularities. It can be assumed that such a 
mechanism was also at work in the case of Mary 
Magdalene. Even as a converted prostitute, Mary 
stayed a prostitute for many, and thereby her 
role as a loyal disciple of Jesus and a proclaimer 



of the risen Christ is minimized.  Whatever 
happened to who we were before Christ doesn’t 
matter, it’s who we are after Christ that matters? 
So why was she important?  Luke 8:1-3 says,  
 “After this, Jesus traveled about from one 
town and village to another, proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve 
were with him, and also some women who had 
been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary 
(called Magdalene) from whom seven demons 
had come out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the 
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and 
many others. These women were helping 
to support them out of their own means.”  She 
was one of several women who supported 
their ministry. She probably gave out of 
her own finances, 
fed them, mended 
their clothes, etc.  
These women were 
necessary, important, 
devoted and faithful.  
To diminish their 
contribution simply 
because they were 
women does them a 
great disservice…and 
us.  Aren’t we to support 
the ministry?  We’re 
not supporting a person 
when we do this, we’re 
supporting the mes-
sage.
 Another reason 
Mary is important is 
that of all the disciples 
she is one of the very few 
who never left him.  She 
was with him until the end.  When Peter denied 
knowing him, and others ran away and were 
possibly arrested, she remained.  She followed 
him wherever He went, even unto His death, 
and after.  Mary (and the other women) followed 
Jesus wherever he went.  They came out of sin, 
were redeemed by Jesus, and did great things.  
They were more than likely present when the 
Holy Spirit fell, but this is also not specifically 
mentioned in the scriptures.  The New Testament 
is full of many women who ministered to 
others, who had important roles.  
 How does this speak to us today?  Her 
life, and the lives of all the other women in the 

New testament accounts, show us devotion to 
the Lord, just as we should have devotion.  They 
show women who were in sin and darkness 
until Jesus came, just like we all were.  They 
show that despite the fact they were women 
in a highly patriarchal time, held great power 
and esteem doing the work of the Lord.  Just 
like us they were dismissed, sometimes 
as we are as followers of Christ.  But a key 
takeaway from this is that like Mary, we were 
sinners who came to know Jesus, who changed 
our lives, and works through us to reach others 
just like us.  Why?  To grow the kingdom of God.  
And how do we do that?  With our testimony.  
 Our testimony holds a greater power than 
we realize and can influence others.  Mary’s 

testimony is this – she 
was a sinner who was 
redeemed who followed 
the Lamb wherever He 
went.  He changed her 
life.  He’s a life changer.  
He changed yours and 
mine in just the same 
way.  Aren’t you thankful 
he did that for you?  
 Her legacy is important 
just as ours is.  What kind 
of legacy are you leaving? 
It doesn’t matter who 
we were before Christ, 
all that matters is who 
we are with Christ and 
what we do for Him.
 Her story should be 
an inspiration to us 
all.  She was a devoted 
follower, supporter of 

his ministry. As should we be as well.  Romans 
5:8-11 says, “But God showed his great love for 
us by sending Christ to die for us while we were 
still sinners. And since we have been made right 
in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will 
certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 
For since our friendship with God was restored 
by the death of his Son while we were still his 
enemies, we will certainly be saved through 
the life of his Son. So now we can rejoice in our 
wonderful new relationship with God because 
our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of 
God.”  
 Are you a friend of God, today?





 God is looking for a bride for his son.  She will be full of love.  The call is being made, who 
will be New Jerusalem?  Who will follow the Lamb wherever he goes?  This journey has a map and 
the Word of God is the map.  God’s chosen woman will be a prophecy girl and His prophecy girl 
will grow up and be a prophecy woman full of love. 
 We must understand it’s an invitation by God.  His bidding, His calling and if you feel it, 
it will draw you.  It will take you to a point of decision in your life and if you do it for any other 
reason than love, it won’t work.  We do it because he loved us.  God is building a city, do you want 
to come?
 Eph. 5:25 says, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her.”   He gave himself up for the church.
 I joined the church because He loves me and saved me then called me.  He loved the church 
and gave himself up for it and He loves me and you.
 Understand, there was a great price paid for her and in us and like the early church, there’s a 
price to be paid on our parts with love, faithfulness, dedication and service to the Lord.  Following 
the lamb wherever he goes.
 Eph. 5:26 says “To make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the 
word.” He is going to make her holy.  This is a process.  How many is willing to be made holy?  You 
realize this is usually through problems?  It’s through problems that we can’t control that we lean 
on God and not ourselves.  Our faith stands in Him alone.
 How manys been facing problems?  Problems are just places for God to do miracles and for 
us to get out of our wills and get into his.  Let us grow in the Lord and His will.  This is a lifetime 
of commitment.  Remember, we are on the potter’s wheel.
 He is cleansing and washing her with the water of the word.  How many desires to be 
washed with the water of the word?   Tell God – “I desire to be washed.”
 The Word of God is like that agitator in our washing machines.  It will stir us and shake us 
up in order to produce changes.  And His word will bring forth good changes, Christ like changes 
– not worldly ones.  He always draws us closer by His Word and His Spirit.  His word will purify 
us.
 Ephesians  5:27 says, “And to present her to himself as a radiant church without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.” How manys working on this?  Progress 
of sanctification, washed clean and pressed – no stains, no wrinkles, no blemishes, only through 
Jesus Christ can this happen in our lives.  It will be His love doing it – if we have enough love to 
let it happen – surrending to Him because love never fails.
 Zech. 8:2 says “This is what the Lord Almighty says “I am very jealous of Zion.  I am burning 
with jealousy for her” He is burning with jealousy for her, for us.  He has his eye on her and on 
us.
 His feelings for her are great.  He is jealous of her.  God’s heart is that she will make herself
ready for His son.  This takes effort and change.  There’s a price to pay – desire and love, faithfulness 
and dedication. Verse 3 says, “This is what the Lord says “I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem.  
Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth and the mountain of the Lord Almighty will be 
called the Holy Mountain.” This is the journey we are on.  This is where we are headed; the City 
of Truth, the call of the Bride is truth.  Jesus is the truth and she will be the truth through Him.  
The city of God– God is building a city – do you want to come ? 

THE BRIDE
By Bishop Roy Piper, Pastor of Pittsburgh-Monroeville

Has Made Herself Ready



How many wants to be the city of truth?  This 
is where the washing by the water of the word 
takes us.  I see myself constantly changing, 
growing in the Lord.  How about you?  Love is 
changing us – do you want to come?
 Psalms 127:1 says, “Unless the Lord 
builds the house, its builders labor in vain.  Un-
less the Lord watches over the city, the watch-
men stand guard in vain.” He is building, we are 
laboring.  He is watching over the city but we 
are His watchmen.  Building and watching!  If 
that’s what He’s about, don’t you think that’s 
what she will be about?
 Psalm 127:3 says, “Sons are a heritage 
from the Lord, children a reward from Him.  
God cares about our families.  He ordained the 
family unit. He cares about 
our children – it’s time to 
go bring them back, it’s time 
to send out rescue parties 
– prayer and prayer – and 
righteous labor – through 
love.  Healing and restoring 
love.
 Psalm 127:4-5 states, 
“Like arrows in the hands of 
a warrior are the sons born 
in one’s youth. Blessed is the 
man whose quiver is full of 
them.  They will not be put 
to shame when they con-
tend with their enemies in 
the gate.
 In love, know your role 
in the family, so seek him to 
lead you that your family 
can follow you to get to his holy mountain.
 I have learned the greatest lessons in life 
by being a part of my family and serving the 
Lord.  Families are the greatest thing that we 
can be a part of, husband and wife becoming 
one.    Just like Christ and the church.    We 
are constantly learning, constantly changing to 
stay up with God.How many loves the Lord to-
day?
 Let us never underestimate the impor-
tance God has on our families.  Ordained by 
God.  From the family unit we can learn and 
understand the church and the Bride of Christ.
 I have learned I am constantly changing, 
adjusting from taking a wife and loving her, to 
having a household to take care of, to raising 

of my children to understand the importance 
of always  being a good and faithful husband 
and dad.  And most of all, a good spiritual lead-
er that my family can follow. Being full of God’s 
love.
 My wife and I are learning again how to 
adjust now that our children are grown and how 
to continue to be the best parents we can be.  
It’s about building and watching for the Lord.  
Teaching and training our children is important 
and letting them go is sometimes hard but its 
another lesson of the training and growing in 
the Lord.
 You see, we are a part of God’s fami-
ly.  Even being a part of our own, sometimes 
growth is hard to see and recognize. Sometimes 

we question the growth of 
the church too.
 How many wants 
to see the growth of the 
church?  Do you really want 
to see it today?  The called 
– to be His bride?  You see, 
with Him will be His called, 
chosen and faithful follow-
ers.  Those who don’t quit 
but rather continue.  Those 
who press on – those who 
endure - those who are con-
tinuing in this race of proph-
ecy. And it’s all about love.
 Sometimes we need to 
take a close look to see what 
god is doing. Rev. 19:7, “Let 
us rejoice and be glad and 
give Him glory! For the wed-

ding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has 
made herself ready.” 
 Let us stay on this journey of love and 
make ourselves ready.So I encourage each of 
you to begin to look through spiritual eyes and 
you will see that He’s got it covered.  He cares 
and most important His loving arms are open 
to all and remember God’s building a city, do 
you want to come?  His bride will be spiritu-
ally adorned for the bridegroom.  She will be 
a beautiful woman of God, faithful and true to 
him.
 May God bless each one as we labor for 
Him for his harvest is ready.  Again, it’s all about 
love.  She will be a woman of love.
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