THE

CHURCH

OF

GOD

SABBATH
SCHOOL
LESSONS

August, September
RD

3

QUARTER - 2019

“GOD’S ABOUNDING GRACE”
Lesson 1  For week ending July 6, 2019
There will be times in our lives when we need to understand and receive the grace that God has
extended to us. Chances are that you, even as a born-again Christian, are not going to make it through
this life without making some mistakes. Some have even committed sins from which they thought there
was no return. This is where we need to know the greatness of God’s love and His abounding grace!
KEY TEXT: “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound” (Romans 5:20).
1. Under the Old Testament Law, there were certain sins that were punishable by death.
» One of these offences was the sin of adultery (Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 20:10).
» adultery › noun voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and a person who is not
their spouse.
» Knowing the penalty of the Law, consider the grace Jesus showed to the woman caught in the
very act of adultery in John 8:1-11.
2. Notice that Jesus did not condemn this woman. He set her free with the admonition, “Go and
sin no more.”
» We should never set limits on how far God’s grace can reach.
» The blood of Jesus has power to cleanse us from every sin.
» Confirm this as you study I John 1:6-9 and Ephesians 2:4-9.
3. In times past, we have treated adultery as if it were an unpardonable sin. This is simply NOT
TRUE!
» According to the words of Jesus found in Mark 3:28,29, there is only one unpardonable sin. Notice
that in verse 28, Jesus specifies that “all sins will be forgiven the sons of men.”
» The Church of God has recently taken a stand on its policy concerning divorce and remarriage
stating that those who have been divorced on grounds of fornication, have the right to remarry if
they have repented of their sin. And, likewise, unbelievers who have not been divorced upon
scriptural grounds, have the right to remarry if they have repented of their sin.
» fornication › noun sexual intercourse between people not married to each other.
» Do we have the right to perpetually hold sins against someone that God has forgiven? Read
Psalms 103:8-12.
» While all sins can be forgiven, discuss the consequences that can result because of sin. This is
why the Scripture tells us emphatically to “sin not” (I John 2:1).
4. God’s willingness to forgive our many sins was demonstrated in the life of King David.
» David committed adultery and murder when he took Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba, as his own and
schemed to have her husband Uriah killed (II Samuel 11:2-5,14,15).
» While our sins can cause much pain and destruction in our lives–as it did with King David (II
Samuel 12:13,14)–they are not unforgivable.
» II Samuel 12:13,14, “So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The
Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion
to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.”

» David repented before the Lord for his trespasses and God allowed Him to remain the King of
Israel (Psalms 51:1-3,10-12).

Page -1-

“ÌLOVE–THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY”
Lesson 2  For week ending July 13, 2019
In I Corinthians 13, the Apostle Paul goes into great detail in order to define what love is and what
it is not. He wrote this chapter as a part of a larger teaching on the gift of tongues and spiritual gifts.
Every gift that God gives to us as His people must be motivated and operated through God’s love.
KEY TEXT: “But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way” (I
Corinthians 12:31).

1. The more excellent way the Paul is speaking of is ÌLOVE.
» Paul was encouraging the Corinthian church to operate their spiritual gifts.
» He exhorts that the spiritual gifts which the Holy Spirit gives to each one in the church are for the
good of the whole body.
» Confirm this as you read I Corinthians 12:12-26.
2. We should have a strong desire to be gifted of the Lord. Paul said to “covet earnestly the best
gifts.”
» The challenge is to be sure we are desiring gifts for the right reasons.
» Notice the importance that Paul placed on love even over spiritual gifts and martyrdom as you
read I Corinthians 13:1-3.
» There is a tendency to measure a person’s spiritual life by the manifestation of their spiritual gifts,
however, the better way to assess this would be by identifying the presence of the Fruit of the
Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23).
3. The love that I Corinthians 13 describes is ÌAGAPE LOVE.
» ÌAGAPE LOVE is a sacrificial love that voluntarily suffers inconvenience, discomfort, and even
death for the benefit of another–without expecting anything in return!
» This is the highest form of love. It is the kind of sacrificial love that God has for mankind.
» God’s agape love caused Him to give His only Son, Jesus, as a sacrifice to free us from our sins.
It is an unselfish, giving love.
» Read and discuss Paul’s description of love in I Corinthians 13:4-7.
4. Paul goes on to explain another reason why Ìlove is superior to other spiritual gifts.
» The gifts, as great as they are, will one day vanish away but Ìlove lasts forever!
» Expand upon this as you read I Corinthians 13:8-13.
» The spiritually mature Christian understands that the use of spiritual gifts is to bring all believers
to that glorious day when we shall see Jesus and be like Him.
» ÌLove will motivate us to use our spiritual gifts to edify and build up the body of Christ (I
Corinthians 14:12).

AGAPE LÌVE
is a sacrificial love that voluntarily suffers inconvenience, discomfort,
and even death for the benefit of another–without expecting anything in return!
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“ASK WHAT YE WILL”
Lesson 3  For week ending July 20, 2019
Jesus taught His followers to ask the Father to provide the things that they had need of. Some have
turned this teaching into a false prosperity doctrine of “name-it-and-claim-it.” However, the key to Jesus’
teaching is not that we ask for everything we want–but rather that we ask according to His will. When our
desires line up with His will, we shall have what we ask of the Lord!
KEY TEXT: “If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you” (John 15:7).

1. Our Heavenly Father is the source of everything that we need (James 1:17; Philippians 4:19).
» He is the very giver of life (Ecclesiastes 12:7).
» Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Our Father who art in heaven...give us this day our daily
bread”.
» Discuss the importance of recognizing where our blessings come from.

2. In John 15:1-8, Jesus explains what it takes to receive what we ask of the Lord.
» Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. It is through Jesus–and the power of His Name–that
we receive anything from the Father (John 14:13,14).
» We must stay connected to the vine in order to bring forth fruit!
» When we stay in God’s Word and live to do His will, our desires will line up with His will.
» It is then that we receive the desires of our heart (James 4:3; Psalms 37:3-5).

3. Jesus reveals 3 different elements in the process of receiving from the Lord (Matthew 7:7-11).
» ASK – Asking is the process of simply petitioning the Lord in faith (I John 5:14,15).
» SEEK – Seeking indicates that you are looking for something that has been lost or that has not
yet been discovered (Psalms 34:10; Amos 5:4-6).
» KNOCK –When you knock, you are looking to have a door opened (Colossians 4:3; II Corinthians
2:12).
4. The Lord knows what we have need of (Matthew 6:8).
» MATTHEW 6:8, “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need
of before you ask Him.”
» When we ask in faith–He will supply the need! He is a good, good Father!
» PHILIPPIANS 4:19, “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.”
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“HOW TO MAKE GOD NOTICE YOU”
Lesson 4  For week ending July 27, 2019
People will do all kinds of things to stand out and be noticed. When you are interested in getting to know
someone or maybe looking for a potential relationship, you put your best foot forward. The Scriptures reveal that
God is looking for a Bride–a special people He can call His own. There are many people in the world. What are
some of the things that will cause the Lord to rise up and take an extra hard look at you? Let's look to the
Scriptures to answer this question.

KEY TEXT: “Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool: where is the
house that ye build unto Me? and where is the place of My rest? For all those things hath Mine hand made,
and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and
of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word” (Isaiah 66:1,2).

1. The Scriptures reveal that God is looking for a special people to be His Bride.
» Establish this principle from Exodus 19:4-6 and Song of Solomon 6:9,10.
» The story of how Esther was chosen to be queen is a type of King Jesus choosing His Bride.
» Read the story found in Esther 2:15-17.
2. God notices those that are humble (having or showing a modest or low estimate of one's own importance).
» God said that He would look to the one that is poor.
» The word poor here is dealing with a lot more than the condition of your wallet!
» God is more concerned about the condition of your Ìheart.
» Poor means to afflict or humble one's self, lowly.
» Consider the words of Jesus on this subject found in Matthew 5:3.
» What is it that God considers beautiful (I Peter 3:3,4; I Samuel 16:7)?
3. God notices those that are selfless.
»
»
»

»

»
»

selfless › adjective concerned more with the needs and wishes of others than with one’s own.
God said that He would look to those who are of a CONTRITE spirit.
A CONTRITE spirit is a spirit that has been smitten. The word CONTRITE literally means to be maimed
and figuratively it means to be dejected. You get the picture here of someone who knows their true spiritual
condition outside of Jesus Christ.
It is coming to the place where you have a servant’s heart Ì. You no longer live to please
your own selfish desires–but instead you live to follow Jesus and to do what is pleasing to
Him.
Discuss what it is to have a servant’s heart Ì as you read Luke 9:22-24.
It was her kindness and selflessness that cause Rebekah to stand out and be chosen for
Isaac. Isaac is a type in the Scriptures of Christ. Jesus’ Bride will have the same qualities
Rebekah had (Genesis 24:12-20).

4. God notices those who take His Word seriously.
»
»
»
»
»

»

serious >adjective demanding or characterized by careful consideration or application, solemn or
thoughtful, sincere and in earnest.
God said that He would look to the one who trembles at His Word.
This means to be fearful and reverential about the Word of the Lord.
We must not only hear what the Lord is saying to us–we must have a heart to do what He says!
Read John 14:23,24 and James 1:22.
This is also a quality found in the Virtuous Woman (Proverbs 31:30)–a type of the God’s Bride.
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“BOOK OF REVELATION SERIES – #1"
Lesson 5 • For week ended August 3, 2019
Welcome to an in-depth study of the book of Revelations. For far too long, the mysteries contained in
Revelations have kept the average Christian away from the book entirely. In fact, some churches avoid the book
altogether. That, however, is not the case with The Church of God. God has blessed this body with great men of
God who have unlocked the mysteries contained in Revelations. As we begin this study, please allow your mind
to be open to understanding all that Revelations would speak to us. The book of Revelations is relevant and
contains great insight into the events that are happening in these Last Days.
KEY TEXT: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which
must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John” (Revelation 1:1).
1. According to the key text, Revelations is a book about whom?
» Is it any wonder that the enemy has tried to keep the people of God from reading and understanding the
book of Revelations? This book is the REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST!
» The Church of God believes that the Apostle John wrote the Book of Revelations based on a vision that
he had. According to Revelations 1:1-8, what is the book about?
2. To better understanding the writings of Revelations, we must determine when the Apostle John
received the original vision.
» Most theologians state that the Apostle John received the vision of Revelations on the Isle of Patmos in
approximately AD 96. This would mean that the John was about 90 years old when he arrived at Patmos
(born AD 6 died AD 100). John was sent to Patmos (an island about 60 miles southwest of Ephesus) by
the Roman Emperor Domitian who persecuted the church.
» The Church of God, however, does not believe John received the vision at that time. The church believes
that the Apostle John had the vision beginning on the day of Passover–when Jesus Christ was crucified
for the sins of the world–nearly 60 years earlier. We refer to this day as the “Imperial Day.”
» Read Revelation 1:9, NLT, “I, John, am your brother and your partner in suffering and in God’s Kingdom
and in the patient endurance to which Jesus calls us. I was exiled to the island of Patmos for preaching
the word of God and for my testimony about Jesus.”
» We must establish up front that John was not sent to Patmos to receive a vision. He was banished to
Patmos because he refused to stop preaching about the vision that he had already seen. Read John
1:1-14 and discuss the special relationship John had with Jesus.
3. The key to understanding when John received this vision is found in Revelation 1:10, “I was in the
Spirit on the Lord’s [imperial] Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet”.
» The phrase “the Lord’s Day” is unique in that the Greek word interpreted as “Lord” is only used one other
time in the New Testament in I Corinthians 11:20. In the Greek Interlinear–a study aid that shows the
actual Greek words used and their literal English translation–the Greek word translated as “Lord” in most
Bibles is actually better translated as “Imperial.” This is what makes it unique from other Greek words
translated as “Lord” in other New Testament texts.
» Read I Corinthians 11:20. The reference in this passage is about partaking of the Lord’s Supper–or
Communion–which takes place on the Feast of Passover.
» The Church of God believes that the Apostle John began receiving the vision of Revelations on the
Imperial Day–Wednesday, Abib 14, AD 31–the day when Jesus was crucified on the cross of Calvary.
» The crucifixion of Jesus Christ on Passover was indeed an “imperial day” as it ushered in the kingdom of
God based on faith in Jesus Christ alone as our Savior and Redeemer.
» According to II Corinthians 12:-5, John shared this revelation with the Apostle Paul. Compare II Corinthians
12:1 with Revelation 1:1 to establish the context of this passage. The books of Corinthians were written
by Paul ~AD 55. Paul says he met with John 14 years prior. That would mean that John told Paul about
the vision approximately 50 years prior to being sent to the Isle of Patmos in AD 96.
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“BOOK OF REVELATION SERIES – #2"
Lesson 6 • For week ended August 10, 2019
Last week we established that the Apostle John received the vision of the book of Revelations starting on the
day that Jesus was crucified (Wednesday, Abib 14, AD 31). This week we will begin to set the stage for the
reversing of the 7 Seals of Revelations which contain the outpouring of God’s wrath upon the wicked of this earth.
In order to discuss the outpouring of the 7 Seals, we must also discuss a dispensational change that takes place
on the earth.
KEY TEXT: “For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—if indeed you have
heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you” (Ephesians 3:1,2).
1. God is a God of dispensations. According to the key text, we are living in the Grace Dispensation.
» The word dispensation simply means a religious system prevailing at a particular time.
» In the Old Testament, it was the dispensation of the Law. When Jesus came, He ushered in the Grace
Dispensation whereas we are saved by grace, not by the works of the Law.
» The next dispensation to come upon the earth is the Wrath Dispensation.
» The Wrath Dispensation begins when God pours out His judgment/wrath upon Satan and the sinners that
remain on the earth.
» God has prophesied about this coming day of judgment since Creation when He promised to bruise the
serpent’s head in Genesis 3:15.
» There is a specific time when God will exercise judgment upon the wicked (Psalm 9:7,8).
» Read Jeremiah 10:10; Nahum 1:2; and Zephaniah 1:15. Discuss the wrath/judgment side of God.
2. When does the Wrath Dispensation begin?
» The Wrath Dispensation begins in the middle of the last 7 years when the Man of Sin blasphemes the God
of heaven declaring that he is as God.
» Read Daniel 7:25,26,27. Discuss what is means in verse 26 when it says, “But judgment shall sit, and they
shall take away his dominion...”
3. It is during the Wrath Dispensation that God pours out His plagues/judgment upon the earth.
» The 7 Seals, 7 Trumpets, & Vials, and 3 Woes all take place during the last 3 ½ years.
» These are defined in the book of Revelation starting with chapter 6 through chapter 16.
» Discuss the outpouring of God’s Wrath upon the earth during this time.
4. Once the Grace Dispensation has ended and the Wrath Dispensation has begun, there will be no more
remission of sins for 3 ½ years.
» In other words, unbelievers will not be able to be saved during the time when God pours out His wrath upon
the wicked.
» According to Genesis 6:3, God’s Holy Spirit will not always strive with mankind.
» Read II Thessalonians 2:6-8. Part of the Holy Spirit’s job today is to restrain the Devil and his wicked plans.
» In the middle of the Last 7 Years, the Holy Spirit’s role changes. The Holy Spirit is removed from
restraining the Devil and He is also “taken out of the way” from the earth.
» Since the Holy Spirit is not striving with mankind, those that are saved will remain saved, and those who
are wicked will no longer have access to salvation (Revelation 22:11).
» God prophesied of this happening in Daniel 9:27a, “Then he [Antichrist] shall confirm a covenant with many
for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering...”
» Did you know that when someone sins today, it still takes the blood of Jesus to take away their sins? In
other words, the sacrificial offering of Jesus’ blood, is still being applied today!
» In the middle of the last 7 years, this daily sacrificial offering will come to an end during the Wrath
Dispensation.
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“BOOK OF REVELATION SERIES – #3"
Lesson 7 • For week ended August 17, 2019
The Wrath Dispensation begins in the middle of the Last
7 Years. So, what can we as believers expect to happen
when this life-altering event takes place? This lesson will
begin the process of explaining what will happen in heaven,
on the earth, and ultimately what will happen to us! While the
material contained in the upcoming lessons may become
“deep,” please stay tuned! We guarantee that it will all make
sense with the help of the Holy Spirit!
KEY TEXT: “But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes,
the deep things of God” (I Corinthians 2:10).
1. In order to understand the order in which the 7 seals of God are opened, we must understand how
ancient scrolls where written and preserved.
»
»

»
»
»

»

First, we must establish that one of the things that the Apostle John saw while in heaven, was the opening of the scroll
found in the hand of Yahweh God the Father.
Read Revelation 5:1,2, “And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the
back, sealed with seven seals. Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the
scroll and to loose its seals?”
One of the reasons that the Church believes that John received the vision of Revelations beginning on the day when
Jesus was crucified (Passover), is that fact that while John is having this vision of heaven, something drastic changes.
Read Revelation 5:3,4. A call goes forth to find someone worthy to open and read the scrolls that God is holding. No
one can be found. However, in verse 5, suddenly Jesus is found worthy to open and read the scrolls. What changed?
Read Revelation 5:5,6. Notice that verse 6 states that Jesus was described as “a Lamb as though it had been slain...”
Jesus was offered (slain) once as the Sacrificial Lamb for all sin. That happened on Wednesday, Abib 14, AD 31–the
day of Passover.
In verse 5 it says that Jesus “prevailed.” What did Jesus prevail over? Read Revelation 1:18.

2. Examine the picture of a scroll at the top of this lesson. Notice that the FIRST SCROLL that is written
and sealed–is in the INNER LAYER of the scroll. The LAST SCROLL that was written and sealed, is on
the OUTER LAYER. You cannot get to the FIRST SCROLL–until you open the LAST SCROLL.
» When Jesus opened the OUTER SCROLL, it was actually the LAST SCROLL written. The scrolls begin to be
opened in Revelation 6:1,2. It is listed as the “First Seal,”however, it is actually the last scroll written–the last
event to take place.
» Consider this fact: Revelation 6:1,2 is the return of Jesus Christ on a white horse. This takes place at the end
of God’s Wrath Dispensation (Revelation 19:11-21). With this understanding, WE MUST REVERSE THE 7
SEALS OF REVELATIONS TO UNDERSTAND THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY OCCUR.
» Read Revelations 8:1, “When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.”
This “seal” is listed as the 7th Seal; however, it is the first seal to be opened–the beginning of God’s Wrath
Dispensation upon the wicked of this earth.
» How long is “half an hour”? According to Revelation 17:12, the Last 7 Years is referred to as “one hour.”
So, if one hour is 7 years long, then “half an hour” is a period of 3 ½ years–which is the same amount of time
is takes to pour out the wrath of God on this earth (Revelation 11:3-6).
» Notice that God demands “silence” in heaven for a period of 3 ½ years. So, we must ask ourselves, “What is
the noise that is happening in heaven now?”
» (1) Angels are praising God (Revelation 4:8), (2) the martyrs are crying out to God for revenge (Revelation
6:11–the 5th Seal opens simultaneously with the 7th Seal), and (3) the Devil is accusing us before God
(Revelation 12:9,10). All of this noise stops when the 7th Seal is opened.
» Read Revelation 15:5-8. One of the reasons no one can be saved during this time is because God does not
permit anyone to enter His temple while His wrath is being poured out on the world. God is the One who forgives
our sin. Satan accuses us, Jesus intercedes for us, but it is Yahweh God the Father who forgives us.
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“BOOK OF REVELATION SERIES – #4"
Lesson 8 • For week ended August 24, 2019
Last week we determined that Revelation 8:1, the 7th Seal, actually begins the Wrath Dispensation. We
explained how that God demanded silence in heaven for a period of 3½ years. This week, we will continue to
define what will happen in heaven and on the earth. Where will we be while all of this is taking place? Stay tuned!
KEY TEXT: “When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour”
(Revelation 8:1).
1. What happens in heaven when the 7th Seal is opened?
» First, God demands silence in heaven for 3½ years. And, according to Revelation 15:5-8, God’s Temple
is closed and is filled with smoke.
» It is in God’s Temple that the sins of mankind are forgiven. Satan accuses us, Jesus defends us, and God
ultimately forgives us. Read Revelation 12:10. Does Satan live in heaven?
» What happens when Satan is cast down? (Revelation 12:12-17)
» What is the smoke that fills the Temple of God? It is the Holy Spirit. The same thing happened when King
Solomon dedicated the Temple to God in I Kings 8:10,11.
» The Holy Spirit’s role changes in the Wrath Dispensation–just like it changed when Jesus departed this
earth (Acts 1:4,5).
2. So, what happens on the earth when the 7th Seal is opened?
» The woman (God’s Bride) is carried away in the wilderness to hide for 3½ years (Revelation 12:14).
» Who is the woman? Read Revelation 14:3,4.
» This event was prophesied about in Isaiah 26:20,21.
» What happens in the wilderness hide-a-way? Read Hosea 2:14-23.
» This will also be the time when Psalm 91 is fulfilled.
3. God’s Two Witnesses will call down God’s wrath upon the earth for 3½ years (42 months).
» God uses 2 men to stand on the streets of Jerusalem, Israel to call down His wrath–in the form of
plagues–during the Wrath Dispensation.
» Read Revelation 11:3-6.
» The Church does not believe that these 2 men are prophets of old because they will be subject to being
killed (Revelation 11:7-9). These 2 witnesses will be men who are part of God’s Last Days program.
4. The Antichrist (Man of Sin) will stand on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, Israel and blaspheme God
in heaven.
» Read Revelation 13:5,6.
» Jesus prophesied concerning this event in Matthew 25:15,16.
» The Antichrist–who will be ruling the world (Revelation 13:7)–will declare war on the saints of God who are
not hidden away.
5. Those believers who are not hidden, are pursued–and some killed and martyred–by the Devil.
» Read Revelation 12:17.
» Daniel prophesied of this event in Daniel 7:25.
» What ultimately happens to those believers who are martyred? Read Revelation 20:4.
6. What will be one of the biggest signs that will happen on the earth when God’s wrath begins?
» The 6th Seal happens simultaneously when the 7th Seal is opened. A great earthquake will shake the earth
and the sun will become black and the moon like blood (Revelation 6:12-17). Your regularly scheduled
programs will be interrupted!
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“BOOK OF REVELATION SERIES – #5"
Lesson 9 • For week ended August 31, 2019
In our last lesson in this series, we will conclude with what will happen when the 7th Seal–Revelation 8:1–is
opened. We’ve told you about the change of dispensations. We’ve told you about the silence in heaven. We’ve
told you what will happen to God’s Bride and the other believers who are not hid. Now we will look at the Devil’s
ultimate plan as described in Revelation 13.
KEY TEXT: “So they worshiped the dragon [Satan] who gave authority to the beast [Islamic Kingdom]; and
they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” (Revelation
13:4).
1. Satan has always desired to steal away the worship of God’s people.
» According to Isaiah 14:12-15, what caused Satan/Lucifer’s fall from heaven?
» Pride is listed as one of the seven things that God hates found in Proverbs 6:16-19.
» Notice the use of the word abomination in verse 16. It is translated from the Hebrew word toebah (to-aybaw) which means something morally disgusting, an abhorrence, especially idolatry.
» Satan’s ultimate Last Days’ program is to deceive the world into trusting in his Mark of the Beast system
for their survival. Once he becomes the world’s source, he will demand their worship as well.
» Isn’t it interesting that the Antichrist’s grand stand against God is called the “abomination of desolation”?
» Discuss God’s abhorrence of pride and the idolatry that results from it.
2. Satan will use the Islamic Kingdom and their champion–the Antichrist–to perpetuate his evil plan.
» Read Revelation 13:1. The “beast” that rises up out of the sea, is the Islamic Kingdom. From this kingdom
will come the Antichrist who will ultimately blaspheme God.
» According to the key text, the Islamic Kingdom will have great power.
» Where do Satan and his followers get this power? Read Revelations 12:12.
» Satan has more power because the Holy Spirit–Who currently restrains Satan–is taken out of the way.
» Read II Thessalonians 2:6,7. Once the Holy Spirit relinquishes that role, the Devil will have power to attack
and kill those believers who are not hidden by God.
» How will God’s Bride be protected? Read Revelation 12:15-17 and Psalm 91.
3. At the beginning of the Last 7 Years, the Antichrist will appear to be a man of peace and prosperity.
» The Muslim Antichrist will appear on the world stage at the end of the Battle of Gog and Magog. Why did
God permit the Battle of Gog and Magog in the first place? (Ezekiel 38:23)
» The Antichrist will promote a 7-Year Peace plan for the entire world (Daniel 8:25; 9:27).
» Accord to Revelation 13:11, he will look like a lamb, but he will speak like a dragon.
» In other words, he will start out looking good–and then he will turn evil.
» He will promote a one-world government–called the Mark of the Beast system–that will dominate every
aspect of people’s lives.
» He will ultimately demand that people either bow down and worship him (Revelation 13:8), or suffer death
as a result (Revelation 13:12-15).
4. How can we prepare for the Last Days?
» First, we must make it a priority to love God and serve Him with our whole heart.
» Read and discuss the words of Jesus found in Luke 21:34-36.
» Second, we must not slumber in these Last Days. Read I Thessalonians 5:1-9.
» According to Matthew 25:5, the whole Kingdom of God will fall asleep while waiting for Jesus to return.
» Third, we must love TRUTH–because Jesus is the TRUTH! Read John 14:6.
» Read and discuss II Thessalonians 2:9,10.
» The decisions that we are making today–will have eternal consequences for each of us. Choose Jesus!
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“HOW NOT TO GET YOUR PRAYERS ANSWERED”
Lesson 10 • For week ending September 7, 2019
We live in a world that is increasingly fast-paced. We want what we want–and we want it now! If we are not
careful, we can transfer that same impatience to the things that we want to see God do on our behalf. Why is it
taking so long for my healing to come? Why aren’t my children–whom I am yet praying for–still not saved? Our
impatience often leads to resentment and unbelief–which can impede the answer of the very thing we are praying
for!
KEY TEXT: “Then he said, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you began to pray for understanding
and to humble yourself before your God, your request has been heard in heaven. I have come in answer
to your prayer” (Daniel 10:12, NLT).
1. One of the benefits of serving God is to know that He hears your prayers.
» While God promises to hear the prayers of the righteous, this Scripture also states that He is far from the
wicked (Proverbs 15:29).
» While God is merciful and kind, He does not commit Himself to respond to those who are wicked.
2. Is it possible that there is something in our lives that is hindering our prayers?
» While God promises to hear our prayers, there are things in our lives that can stop God from moving on
our behalf. Unforgiveness is one of them.
» Read Matthew 5:23,24; Matthew 6:14,15; and Mark 11:25,26.
» Ask yourself this question: “Is there anything in my life that is hindering God from moving on my behalf?”
3. Another thing that can stop the move of God in our lives is when we pray SELFISH PRAYERS.
» Remember, God knows everything. We can never, nor have we ever, fooled God with our motives or
selfish desires.
» What does it mean to “ask amiss”? Read James 4:2,3.
» PHILIPPIANS 2:3,4, “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others.”
» While God promises to hear our prayers, and to provide for our daily needs, He does not promise to give
us the desires of our fleshly lusts. Why? Because our flesh is never satisfied (Philippians 2:3,4; Romans
8:5,6)
4. Another thing that stops the answering of prayers in our lives is DISOBEDIENCE.
» In the Garden of Eden, Satan convinced Eve that her disobedience of God’s commands–would have no
effect on her life. Satan is still using the same argument. He wants us to think that obeying God is optional.
» What does God’s Word say? Read I John 3:22 and Proverbs 28:9.
5. Finally, one of the biggest hurdles that hinders our prayers is UNBELIEF.
» believe >verb 1 accept that (something) is true or (someone) is telling the truth. 2 (believe in) have faith
in the truth or existence of. 3 have religious faith. 4 think or suppose.
» What does Jesus say about the matter? Read Matthew 7:7,8.
» Will God answer our prayers when they are filled with doubt? Read Hebrews 11:6; James 1:5-7; and Mark
11:24.
» We must admit that we can all struggle with unbelief at times. Even the ministry of Jesus was hindered by
unbelief. Read Matthew 13:53-58. There are few things that can stop Jesus–our unbelief is one of them!
» Read Acts 12:1-18. Peter is imprisoned by King Herod. God does a miracle to set him free. And, those
praying for him, are astonished when God answers their prayer!
» Now that we know what not to do–let’s pray with full belief that God will move on our behalf!
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“IS IT WELL WITH MY SOUL?”
Lesson 11 • For week ending September 14, 2019
Of the body, spirit, and soul, the soul seems to be the least understood. The soul presently is the only
immortal part of our body. While our spirit will go back to the Father, and our bodies will return to dust,
it is the soul that will eternally bear the reward or consequences of our life choices. So what is the soul?
In Hebrew it is nephesh–the seat of appetites, emotions and passions; the activity of the mind and will.
I ask again: “Is it well with your soul?”
– Deaconess Kimberley Combs
KEY TEXT: “My soul has been cast far away from peace; I have forgotten happiness”
(Lamentations 3:17, AMPC).
1. The soul can be unquenchable (Ecclesiastes 6:7).
» The condition of our soul reaches far beyond heaven or hell.
» We have to live with our soul every moment of the day.
» What can we do to ensure the spiritual health of our soul?
» Read Proverbs 3:5.
2. The WEARY SOUL is burdened with overwhelming tasks and responsibilities.
» It is this soul that can become extremely emotional. It can overreact to the smallest of trespasses
or be apathetic (non-emotional) with no response whatsoever to even a major issue.
» Focusing on the weariness of life–only magnifies the exhaustion!
» What’s a person to do? Look to the Only One who can provide true rest (Matthew 11:28).
» We were designed and created to find our fulfillment in God alone (Psalm 62:1; 42:11).
3. The WANDERING SOUL is wayward and insecure. It roams from place to place searching for
some form of stability.
» Unfortunately, when storms arise and dreams crash like waves, this saddened soul drifts even
further away from loved ones.
» Jesus tells us emphatically that storms are a part of life on this earth (Matthew 7:24-27).
» There is only One Anchor that can secure the traveling soul! Read Hebrews 6:19.
» What does God promise to those who seek Him? Read Deuteronomy 4:29.
4. The HUNGRY SOUL is a bottomless pit of desires and emotions.
» This soul has tried everything from alcohol, drugs, work or even food to fill the endless void–and
yet nothing works (Proverbs 27:7).
» Whatever we feed our soul–is what it will crave! Read Philippians 4:8.
» Discuss what the soul should be feeding on that will truly fulfill the longings of the soul (Psalm
19:7).
5. The UNAPPRECIATED SOUL is the passionate soul that feels unacknowledged.
» This soul becomes bitter and resentful because the ones they have been serving–do not validate
their efforts.
» resentful >adjective feeling or expressing bitterness or indignation.
» This soul must come to the realization that serving God is their primary purpose and others just
receive the benefits of it (Colossians 3:23).
» Colossians 3:23, “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to m en.”
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“WHAT ARE YOU THINKING?”
Lesson 12 • For week ending September 21, 2019
Our thoughts, as private as we believe them to be, ultimately govern our actions and behavior.
Ongoing depressive thoughts lead one straight way into depression; angry thoughts manifest through
harsh behaviors or actions; yet positive thoughts gives way to a healthy body, soul, and spirit. The Bible
tells us emphatically to practice “taking every thought and purpose captive to the obedience of Christ”
(II Corinthians 10 :5, AMP)
– Deaconess Kimberley Combs
KEY TEXT: “Roll your works upon the Lord [commit and trust them wholly to Him; He will cause
your thoughts to become agreeable to His will, and] so shall your plans be established and
succeed” (Proverbs 16:3, AMPC).
1. Our human nature prompts us to focus on a problem–rather than focusing on the solution
(Abba Father).
» Consider this question: What gives God the most glory? Is it exalting the Provider? Or, praying
desperately for the provision? Read Matthew 6:25-26 and Romans 14:17.
» This myopic (short-sighted) condition limits our vision to only what is in front of us at the moment;
thus diminishing our ability to recognize what lesson we must learn from our Teacher.
» What does II Corinthians 4:18 tell us to do?
2. Sometimes, the answer is simply "no” or possibly, “not now."
» The Apostle Paul experienced the sting of the answer no when he pleaded with God three times
to remove the thorn in his flesh.
» And, because of God’s response, Paul refocused his thoughts on the Healer–rather than the
healing causing him to learn a valuable life lesson.
» Read the account in II Corinthians 12:8-10.
» Discuss how our perception of a situation can change when we refocus our thoughts.
3. Every time a difficult event arises in our life, what is our immediate thought?
»
»
»
»
»

Is it, "Father, I need delivered from this right now!”
Or perhaps, “Bless me Lord, I need Your blessings in my life.”
The Deliverer and the God who blesses us–is not a vending machine!
He is Eternal and sees everything from an eternal perspective. Read and discuss II Corinthians 4:17-18
and I Peter 5:10.
When we re-evaluate our thought process and think upon the Helper instead of the help, that which
seemed magnified in our lives, suddenly transforms into surrender to His will and purpose (Matthew 26:39).

4. In school, lessons are taught daily and in the end–a test is given.
»

»
»
»
»
»

During the lessons, the teacher is always available to give instruction and guidance; however, when it is
time for the test to be taken, the teacher must remain silent and allow the student to demonstrate what he
or she has learned.
Those who fail the test must study and retake the test if they are to receive a passing grade.
Spiritually, it is the same principle. If God seems silent in our trials or tribulations, it is because it is test time
(Psalm 22:1-5).
Unrelenting trust in our Holy Father during times of suffering, will ultimately lead to deliverance.
Whatever the circumstance, only God is Eternal and Forever.
As for everything else: "This too shall pass!”
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“ADD TO YOUR FAITH”
Lesson 9 • For week ending September 28, 2019
The born-again experience is just the beginning of our journey with God. Once you have been
washed clean from your sins by the blood of the Lamb, you must take action to fill your life with the things
of God. There are many qualities that a believer should endeavor to add to their life. In this lesson we
will study some of these qualities to see how they will strengthen our walk with God.
KEY TEXT: “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity” ( II Peter 1:5-7).
1. When we come to God in repentance, ours sins are removed and we are given a clean slate
(Psalms 103:12).
» Jesus warned of a danger that can occur when someone has been delivered–yet remains empty
(Matthew 12:43-45).
» When we get saved, our house is empty. That empty house needs to be filled with the things of
God.
» II Timothy 2:20-21,20, AMP, “Now in a large house there are not only vessels and objects of gold
and silver, but also vessels and objects of wood and of earthenware, and some are for honorable
(noble, good) use and some for dishonorable (ignoble, common). Therefore, if anyone cleanses
himself from these things [which are dishonorable—disobedient, sinful], he will be a vessel for
honor, sanctified [set apart for a special purpose and], useful to the Master, prepared for every
good work.”
2. Our key text gives us a list of things we should diligently add to our faith.
» VIRTUE – Add moral excellence to your faith. This is the opposite of evil (Philippians 4:8).
» KNOWLEDGE – Understanding what God’s Word says helps us to be moral (II Peter 3:17,18).
» TEMPERANCE – When we no how to live then we must have self control (I Corinthians 9:24-27).
» PATIENCE – In order to maintain self control, we must be willing to endure the trials and test of
life (Hebrews 12:1).
» GODLINESS – Our lives then become devoted to serving God (I Peter 1:15,16).
» BROTHERLY KINDNESS – Being devoted to serving God requires that we put the needs of
others before our own (I Peter 1:22).
» CHARITY– Putting the needs of others before our own requires a sacrificial love. This the kind
of love God demonstrated by sending His Son (Romans 5:8).
» GOD’S AGAPE LOVE is a sacrificial love that voluntarily suffers inconvenience, discomfort, and
even death for the benefit of another without expecting anything in return.
3. When we diligently add these qualities to our lives, we become strong, growing followers of
Christ.
» Confirm this from II Peter 1:8-11.
» The Lord’s power in our lives will keep us from falling!
» The hind is a small sure-footed deer that can maneuver difficult terrain high up in the rocks without
falling.
» Consider Psalms 18:32,33, “It is God who arms me with strength, And makes my way perfect. He
makes my feet like the feet of deer, And sets me on my high places.”
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