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“SERVING WITH HUMILITY”
Lesson 5 # For week ending August 4, 2018
Success in the Kingdom of God is defined differently than the world perceives it. Greatness in God’s
Kingdom is accomplished through service and humility. In other words, the way up the ladder is down.
God has called us to serve in such a way that our flesh is never exalted. Every gift we have comes
directly from God the Father and should be used to bring glory to Him!
KEY TEXT: “And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son
of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many”
(Mark 10:44,45).
1. Humility, in the biblical sense, is defined as a lack of arrogance that grows out of the
recognition that all we have–and all that we are–comes from God.
» arrogance >adjective having an exaggerated sense of one’s own importance or abilities.
» This is the principle taught by Jesus in John 15:4,5.

2. It is only when we get out of the way that God will truly work through us.
» We must realize that it is all about Jesus and not about us!
» Listen to how Jesus described John the Baptist: “...Among them that are born of women there
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist...” (Matthew 11:11).
» What can we learn about serving with humility from the words of John?
» Read and discuss Matthew 3:11 and John 3:27-31.

3. Humility is not the belittling of oneself but rather the exalting or praising of others, especially
God and His Son.
» Jesus, the Son of God, knew exactly who He was when He demonstrated this kind of loving
humility as a pattern that we should follow.
» Read and discuss John 13:13-17.

4. It is important that we keep our thinking right as we seek to fulfill our work and calling in the
Lord.
» We must keep our motives pure.
» Galatians 5:26 says, “Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one
another.”
» Discuss what it means to have the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:1-9).

5. The motivating factor of our service in God’s Kingdom must be love for God and love for
others.
» Discuss this as you read Romans 12:9-16.
» What type of attitude does God bless?
» Read and discuss Matthew 23:12 and James 4:10.
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“MAKING OURSELVES READY”
Lesson 7 # For week ending August 18, 2018
The Holy Scriptures reveal that when Jesus returns to this earth, He will be looking for His beautiful
Bride to take her place at His side to rule with Him in His kingdom. The Bride which Jesus is looking for
is the Church made up of people that have made themselves ready for His coming. It is time to make
preparation! Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!
KEY TEXT: “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is
come, and His wife hath made herself ready” (Revelation 19:7).
1. The concept that Jesus is a Bridegroom that will one day come back to earth to claim His
Bride is well established in the Scriptures.
» Discuss this as you read Matthew 25:6; John 3:28,29; and Luke 5:34,35.
2. Complacency is the enemy of our destiny in Christ.
» complacent >adjective smug and uncritically satisfied with oneself or one’s achievements.
» There are too many who are dozing off into spiritual sleep because they lack the sense of urgency
in regard to Jesus’ coming.
» Consider Paul’s exhortation to the church found in Romans 13:11-14.
» This spiritual slumber or sleep was prophesied by Jesus in Matthew 25:1-13.
» Note that both the wise and the foolish virgins fell asleep.
» The Church of God believes that the oil in this parable represents truth.
» Discuss how the lack of truth–through false teachings and misinterpretation of Scripture–can
make you complacent about the return of Jesus.
3. For a bride, a very important part of being ready for her wedding day is being properly
dressed.
» She must have her wedding dress on.
» Our key text says, “...His wife hath made herself ready.”
» Discuss this preparation as you read Isaiah 52:1,2 and Revelation 19:8.
» Revelation 19:8 says that God’s Bride will be arrayed in fine linen which is the righteous acts of
the saints.
» Compare this passage with Revelation 14:1-5.
» Discuss the characteristics and qualifications that will be found in God’s Bride–the firstfruits from
among men.
4. The Bride of Christ will be made up of those people who fulfill the requirements of the Word
of God.
» Ephesians 5:25-27 explains that it is “with the washing of water by the Word” that we will become
the glorious Bride.
» Right now is the time for the Bride to sit in front of the mirror of God’s Word and examine herself
so that she can be sure that everything is in place (James 1:21-25).
5. It is love for Jesus that should motivate us to be ready and waiting when He returns.
» Our love and desire for Him should grow stronger each day (Joshua 22:5).
» His Bride will be found diligently doing His will (Revelation 14:4,5).
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“WALKING IN GOD’S POWER”
Lesson 9 # For week ending September 1, 2018
What would happen if we, as God’s Church, tapped into all the power that has been made available
to us through Jesus Christ? Think about the lives that could be changed. Our sanctuaries would not be
able to contain the influx of people who would come looking for a touch from God. When God gives you
a purpose, He will also give you the power you need to accomplish what He calls you to do. We can do
all things through Jesus Christ!
KEY TEXT: “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
1. The purpose for which Jesus came into this world was to take back from Satan the power
and/or authority that he had stolen from mankind.
» Confirm this as you read Hebrews 2:14,15 and I John 3:8.
» According to Genesis 1:26, to whom did God originally give dominion over the earth?
» Mankind relinquished their dominion over the earth to Satan when they disobeyed God in the
Garden of Eden.
» According to Romans 6:16, we are slaves to whatever master we obey.

2. Through His sinless life, death, resurrection and ascension into heaven, Jesus overcame all
the power of the enemy and has all authority (Matthew 28:18).
» This authority and power has been delegated to God’s people.
» The Lord has given to us–as His Church–all the power we need to accomplish His purpose in the
earth.
» One area that we must use God’s authority is in overcoming sin.
» God is calling us to be a people of power.
» Part of that is living lives that are above the reproach of sin.
» Expend upon this from Romans 6:8-14; 8:1-4.
3. As people of power, we are also called to boldly proclaim the message of Jesus Christ.
» Discuss the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:18-20.
» We cannot afford to be ashamed of the Gospel for it is the power of God that will bring salvation
to the lives of men.
» We need to pray for a holy boldness which is a confidence in God that causes the message that
we preach to come forth with power to convince men of their sins.
» Take a look at the Apostle Paul’s prayer request in Ephesians 6:19,20.
4. The Holy Spirit that is living within us is not there just to make us feel good–He also gives us
power!
» God’s Spirit is within us so that we can have power to tear down the works of the enemy and
advance the Kingdom of God.
» Our marching orders today are the same as they were for God’s people in Joshua 1:3-7.
» As we move forward–living in obedience to God’s Word–we have the promise of God that He will
be with us and give us the victory!
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“LET THE WORLD SEE JESUS”
Lesson 13 # For week ending September 29, 2018
The world in which we live is daily growing darker just as prophecy declared that it would. However,
we as believers should not be in despair. When the darkness is at its darkest, the light of Jesus can shine
through us at its brightest! There must be a sense of urgency to lift up Jesus to those who are lost in the
darkness of sin. Jesus is the only Light of Life! He is the Hope of Salvation!
KEY TEXT: “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen up thee. For,
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall
arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee” (Isaiah 60:1,2).
1. The Prophet Isaiah declared that the “glory of the LORD” would be seen upon the people of
God during a time of great darkness.
» The glory that is seen upon God’s people is none other that the glory of Jesus Christ (John 8:12).
» Consider the prophecy of Isaiah 9:1,2 and its fulfillment in Matthew 4:13-17.
» As we see darkness overtaking the world, we should not despair as others do, but allow the hope
that we have in Jesus Christ to shine bright in our lives.
» How? By speaking the truth in love (I Peter 3:15; I Corinthians 13:1,2).

2. When you come to a true revelation of who Jesus Christ is in your life, the glory of the Lord
will arise upon you causing your life to be transformed and reflect the Light that He has
brought to you.
» The Apostle Paul made this very clear in II Corinthians 4:1-6.
» Expand upon his statement “...we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord.”
» Throughout the Gospels, Jesus forewarns us that trials are headed our way.
» Someone once said, “It’s not hard to be a Christian when everything is going good, but what
happens when something goes wrong?”
» Read Matthew 7:24-27. Jesus tells us that storms will be part of our lives.
» When the trials of life assail you, stand firm on the Word of God and watch what God will do on
your behalf.
» God’s Word tells us that there is power in our testimonies (Luke 8:39; Psalm 71:15-18).

3. The calling of the Church is to point the world to Jesus (Ephesians 3:9).
» Jesus, the Light of the World, bestowed upon the Church the responsibility to continue shining
His light in the world (Matthew 5:14-16).
» Ask yourself this question: “If someone were watching my life and following me, would I lead them
to Jesus?”

4. As Jesus prepared His disciples for His departure from this world, He prayed a prayer–not
only for them–but for all who would come to believe in Him.
» Read part of this prayer found in John 17:14-21.
» Discuss the ongoing mission of the Church to stand as a visible witness of Jesus Christ to this lost
and dying world (Acts 2:32).
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