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“THE PROMISED SON”
Lesson 1  For week ending April 7, 2018
In the season of Passover, we turn our thoughts and our hearts to the gift of God’s only- begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, who became the sacrifice for our sins. The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is
revealed in the type and shadow of Isaac, the promised son of Abraham. The Scriptures paint a clear
prophetic picture of the obedience of Christ unto the death of the cross.
KEY TEXT: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
1. When comparing the life of Isaac with that of Jesus, one cannot help but see some very
remarkable similarities in their stories.
» The first similarity is that they are both promised sons.
» Consider this as you compare Genesis 18:10,18 with Galatians 3:16.

2. The blessing that God promised to Abraham would first come through the natural
descendants of Isaac and would then be fulfilled in spiritual descendants through Jesus Christ
who Himself was a descendant of Abraham (Galatians 3:26-29).
» Consider also John 3:3-5.

3. God tells Abraham to offer up his only son, Isaac–the son of promise–on one of the mountains
in the land of Moriah (Genesis 22:2).
» When they came near to the place, Abraham placed the wood for the sacrifice on his son
(Genesis 22:6).
» Compare this with the way Jesus bore His cross up the hill of Golgotha (John 19:17-18).

4. Isaac never fought his father but was obedient as Abraham tied him up and laid him on the
altar to be sacrificed (Genesis 22:7-10).
» This foreshadowed the obedience that Jesus would have all the way to His death on the cross of
Calvary (Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 5:7,8).

5. Abraham was willing and ready to go through with God’s command; however, the Lord
stopped him (Genesis 22:10-14).
» Abraham believed that God would raise his son back to life (Hebrews 11:17-19).
» In this was seen the example of the day when God’s own Son would indeed become a sacrifice
and would be raised from the dead by the glory of the Father (Romans 6:4).
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“THE INVITATION”
Lesson 2  For week ending April 14, 2018
The message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ has been made available to whoever will receive it in
faith. A Church that is empowered by the Holy Spirit will extend God’s invitation to the lost, welcoming
them to experience His life-giving power. Jesus has already paid the price to redeem fallen man, but how
will they know unless they receive the invitation?
KEY TEXT: “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Revelation
22:17).

1. The Heavenly Father loves every individual He has ever created. He does not want anyone to
be lost (II Peter 3:9. John 3:16).
» The invitation that God has extended to mankind is open to whomever will come.
» Confirm this as you read Mark 16:15.

2. It is the job of the Spirit and the Bride to say, “Come!” Jesus told His disciples to tarry in
Jerusalem until they received power to be His witnesses.
» That power was the gift of the Holy Spirit which they received on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:14.
» Discuss the way in which the Holy Spirit works through the Church to invite the lost to the saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

3. John the 4th chapter relates the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well. He invited
her to drink water which would quench her thirst in such a way that she would never thirst
again.
» It was Living Water - springing up into everlasting life!
» She heard what Jesus was saying and believed that He was the Messiah.
» What was the result of this woman’s encounter with Jesus (John 4:28-31,39-42)?

4. In Luke 14:16-24, we find the Parable of the Great Supper. As you read this parable, emphasize
the fact that there was a servant who carried the invitation for the Master.
» The servants’ instructions were to go out into the highways and hedges and compel them to come
in!
» God is saying to His great army, “I need boots on the ground!” I need someone who will take my
invitation to where they are (Romans 10:13-15)!
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“NO THANKS, I ALREADY ATE!”
Lesson 3  For week ending April 21, 2018
Temptation is everywhere and the enemy has studied humanity long enough to know exactly what
will tempt each of us. Jesus was not exempt from such temptation. The correct spiritual diet of bread and
water will, in fact, chase the enemy away for a season. But, why just a season? The enemy often works
in cycles: He may leave for a bit, but be certain, he will return to see how your diet is going.
— Deaconess Kimberley Combs
KEY TEXT: “And Jesus said unto them, I am the Bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst” (John 6:35).
1. Bread and water does not seem like an interesting diet for our flesh; however, the spirit within
us constantly craves this powerful meal. Why? Because Jesus says, “I am the Bread of Life”.
» John 1:14 reveals that Jesus is the Word of God “made flesh.”
» So, what is the bread that our spirits need to be consuming on a daily basis to keep the enemy
away?

2. Paired with the bread, is the water, and interestingly enough, the water comes from the exact
same source as the bread.
» The water, however, should be used in diverse ways (Revelation 21:6; Ephesians 5:26).
» The water is to be consumed and applied outwardly to cleanse and sanctify us.
» Why is it necessary to be cleansed inside and out?

3. In Matthew 4:1, Jesus knew what He was getting into when He entered the wilderness. He was
not surprised when the Devil came to tempt Him.
» The Devil tried to use the fact that Jesus had not eaten for forty days and forty nights as an
opportunity to attack Him while His flesh was weak.
» Jesus’ reply reveals His spiritual strength (Matthew 4:3,4).
» In essence, Jesus was telling the Devil, “No thanks, I already ate!”

4. After three failed attempts to deceive and manipulate Jesus, the Devil leaves Him alone. What
message does that convey to us today?
» There is no one stronger in Spirit than Jesus Christ, and yet the enemy kept the temptations
rolling.
» The Devil is seeking to destroy our whole being–body, soul, and spirit (John 10:10)!
5. Regardless of the enemy’s tactics, the end result is defeat for him when we stay loyal to our
spiritual diet of bread and water (James 4:7).
» The next time the enemy tries to tempt you, quickly reply: “No thanks, I already ate!”
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“COME OUT OF YOUR CIELED HOUSES”
Lesson 4  For week ending April 28, 2018
In the Old Testament book of Haggai, the prophet challenges the mindset of God’s people who had
returned from captivity in Babylon and settled into the comfort of their own completed homes, while the
House of God (temple) was still lying in ruins. The message of Haggai is still very relevant to our day:
God is calling for His people to leave the comfort of our own individual churches and join together in the
corporate work of building up the House of God–His kingdom.
KEY TEXT: “Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste? Now
therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways” (Haggai 1:4,5).
1. The challenge being issued by the prophet Haggai is to come out of our “cieled houses.” The
word cieled literally means to hide by covering, a roof. He is referring to the fact that houses
of the people had been covered with roofs. In other words, they had been completed.
» However, God was also telling them to look beyond the walls of their own homes because the
work of the Lord still needed to be done.
» Do we sometimes become so focused on our own things that we have a hard time seeing what
God is doing with others beyond our own walls (Philippians 2:1-4)?

2. Next the Lord says, “Consider your ways”.
» They did not have the full blessings of God upon their lives because they were not focused on
what God had called them to do (Haggai 1:5-7).
» Consider this further as you study what Jesus says in Matthew 6:33.

3. The calling of every believer in the Body of Christ is to win souls in to the Kingdom of God.
» The Lord instructed His people in Haggai 1:8, “Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build
the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD”.
» The building material for God’s house in the New Testament is people (I Peter 2:5).
» As a Masterbuilder, God will take these materials and place them in His Holy Temple as He sees
fit (Psalms 127:1; Ephesians 2:20-22).

4. The Body of Christ should not be divided! Satan’s strategy has always been to divide and
conquer.
» How much more could be accomplished if God’s people would come out from behind the walls
we have established and work together for the common cause of preaching the Gospel of the
Kingdom into all the world?
» Conclude this lesson by reading and discussing I Corinthians 12:12-26.

Page -4-

“WHAT ARE YOU THINKING?”
Lesson 5  For week ending May 5, 2018
Our thoughts, as private as we believe them to be, ultimately govern our actions and behavior.
Ongoing depressive thoughts leads one into depression. Angry thoughts manifests itself through harsh
behaviors or actions. On the other hand, positive thinking gives way to health to the body, soul, and spirit.
– Deaconess Kimberley Combs
KEY TEXT: “Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established” (Proverbs
16:3).
1. Our sinful human nature often prompts us to focus on the problem rather than the solution.
» Consider this: What gives God the most glory: Exalting the Provider, or praying desperately for
the provision?” (Matthew 6:25-26; Romans 14:17).
» This myopic (short-sighted) condition limits our vision to only what is directly in front of us at the
moment; thus diminishing our ability to recognize what lesson we must learn from our Teacher.

2. Sometimes God’s answer to our prayer is “no” or “not now.”
» The Apostle Paul experienced the sting of the answer “no” when he pleaded with God 3 times to
have the thorn in his flesh removed.
» And, because of God’s negative response to his prayer, Paul refocused on the Healer rather than
the healing (II Corinthians 12:8-10).
» Discuss how our perception of a situation changes when we refocus our thoughts.

3. Every time difficulty arises in our life, what is our immediate thought? “Father, I need delivered
from this–right now!” Or, “Bless me, Lord, I need Your blessings in my life–today!”
» Yahweh God, our Deliverer and the God from whom all blessings flow, is not a vending machine.
» He is Eternal, and He sees everything from His eternal perspective (II Corinthians 4:17-18; I Peter
5:10).
» When we re-evaluate our thoughts and think upon the Helper–instead of the help we crave, that
which seems magnified in our lives at the present moment, suddenly transforms itself into
surrender to His ultimate will and purpose for our lives (Matthew 26:39).
4. In our schools today, lessons are taught daily, and then in the end, a test is given to see what
has been learned.
» During the daily lessons, the teacher is always available to give further instruction, help, and
additional guidance; however, when it is time for the test to be taken, the teacher must remain
silent and allow the student to demonstrate what he or she has learned.
» Those who fail the test, must study and retake the test if they are to receive a passing grade.
» Spiritually, it is often the same principle and/or process.
» If God seems silent in our trials, it is because it is test time (Psalm 22:1-5).
» Our unrelenting trust in our Heavenly Father during a time of suffering, test, or trial, will ultimately
lead to our ultimate victory and deliverance.
» Whatever the present circumstance, only God is Eternal and Forever! As far as everything else
goes, “This too shall pass!”
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“TEACHING SOUND DOCTRINE”
Lesson 6  For week ending May 12 2018
As it was in the First Century, the world today abounds with every imaginable wind of doctrine,
seeking to push the believer into some strange and bizarre cult. This condition underscores to us the
great importance that sound doctrine should play in our lives. We should seek diligently to be
established in doctrine that is scripturally accurate and sound.
KEY TEXT: “Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things,
though ye know them, and be established in the present truth” (II Peter 1:12).
1. In a discourse to Timothy, Paul predicted the coming confusion of false teaching in the church
that remains in Christianity to this day.
» Paul declared that the time would come when men would not endure sound doctrine (teaching)
in the church.
» Study II Timothy 4:2-4 and see the result.
2. In the Early Church that Jesus established, the people continued steadfastly in the Apostle’s
doctrine and fellowship.
» Discuss the importance of remaining in a fellowship with divinely-appointed leadership in
maintaining sound doctrine.
» How can we be part of the Body of Christ if we don’t fellowship with other believers?
» According to Proverbs 11:14, where does our safety come from?
3. There are many types of doctrine that we should avoid.
» Ephesians 4:14 and II Corinthians 11:2-4 talk about cunning and deceitful doctrines.
» Any doctrine that detracts from central theology of God, the deity of Christ, and the spiritual
experience of rebirth through faith alone, should be avoided.

4. Jesus talked about the substitution of false doctrines of men for the truth of God’s Word in
Matthew 15:9.
» How do these doctrines pervert truth?
» There are several ways in which a believer can test the validity of a doctrine.
» First, it will not contradict Holy Scripture.
» Second, it will build up faith in God alone.
» Third, it will not subvert morality and righteousness.
» Fourth, it will promote the spiritual maturity of the believer.
» Finally, it is a Biblical mandate to test the spirits to see whether they are of God (I John 4:1; I
Thessalonians 5:21).

5. In the Last Days, certain false doctrines are to be prominent (I Timothy 4:1-7; Matthew 24:2326).
» Paul gives us some sound instruction regarding doctrine in Titus 2:1-15.
» Evaluate this passage and see some of the fundamentals of sound doctrine on which we can
establish a successful experience.
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“PENTECOST–THE GIVING OF POWER”
Lesson 7  For week ending May 19, 2018
Because of the great work which God did in sending the baptism of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost following the ascension of Christ, Pentecost has symbolized the giving of power to the
believer. As we commemorate this ancient festival of Judaism with worship and praise to God, we can
seek a replenishing of the joyful power of the Holy Spirit of God in our lives.
KEY TEXT: “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come...they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1,4).
1. Why did God use the Feast of Pentecost as the time for giving the promised Comforter, the
Holy Spirit, to the disciples?
» Traditionally the Jewish people celebrate Pentecost as the time of the giving of the Law (Torah)
at Mount Sinai after their exodus from Egyptian bondage for 400 years.
» Discuss the parallel between the giving of the Law of Moses and the Law of the Spirit that came
on Pentecost.
» What were the similarities and differences in these Laws (Romans 8:2; 7:6; II Corinthians 3:6)?
2. What was the primary purpose for which the Holy Spirit was given at Pentecost?
» Read and discuss Acts 1:8 and John 16:13.
» The word power in Acts 1:8 is the Greek word dunamis (doo’-nam-is) which means force,
miraculous power.
» It is from that Greek word that we get the word dynamite.
» According to Zechariah 4:6, how will God’s plan for His people ultimately be accomplished?
» Discuss the importance of being an effective Christian witness in today’s society.

3. In what way did the cloven tongues like fire give a material manifestation of the Holy Spirit?
» How did this relate to the prophecy of Luke 3:16?

4. Discuss the effect of the disciples’ being in one accord in one place and the effect that such
a unified relationship can have on us in our celebration of Pentecost today.
» Why is it so necessary to have the unity of the Spirit–not a spirit of unity (Matthew 18:20)?

5. On the Day of Pentecost the Early Church received power as 120 believers where filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke with tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
» What lesson can we learn from the experience of these believers that will allow the Holy Spirit the
freedom to operate in our lives in the same way?

6. Discuss ways in which we should observe the Feast of Pentecost in this day.
» We should look forward to Pentecost with great expectation!
» Consider the enthusiasm that Paul had to be in Jerusalem for the Pentecost celebration of the
Early Church (Acts 20:16).
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“THE UNIQUE QUALITIES OF GOD”
Lesson 8  For week ending May 26, 2018
Yahweh, the Eternal God of the Bible, is the Supreme Being of the universe. He is Spirit, allencompassing in being, power, authority, knowledge, and mercy. He is at the same time all-sufficient,
immortal, and immutable. He is supremely holy, just, merciful, and full of goodness and truth. The more
we know Him, the better we will serve Him.
KEY TEXT: “Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto
perfection? It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than Hell; what cast thou know.
The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea” (Job 11:7-9).
1. The first thing that we recognize about God is the fact that He is infinite (def. limitless in
space, extend, or size) in being, and that He is everywhere in the universe at the same time.
» Read the following scriptures to confirm this teaching: I Kings 8:27; Psalms 139:7,8, and Isaiah
66:1.
2. God is the only omnipotent (def. having unlimited power) Being who possesses all power and
ability.
» He is the Almighty, and He can do all things that men are not able to comprehend!
» Read and discuss Genesis 17:1; Ephesians 3:20,21, and II Corinthians 9:8.
3. God alone possesses all knowledge. He knows everything about everything in the entire
universe.
» This characteristic, called omniscience, is revealed in Hebrews 4:13 and Psalms 147:5.
4. Yahweh is also the only Being in the universe who possesses immortality in and of Himself.
» He is the Source of His own being.
» Demonstrate this truth from Exodus 3:14,15; Psalms 90:2, and I Timothy 6:15,16.
» Discuss the creative power of God through His Son, Jesus Christ–the Word, as described in John
1:1-5.
» Since Jesus can create something from nothing, consider what He can do in your life!
5. The one unique characteristic of God that is of great importance to man is His immutability,
the fact that He never changes.
» We can depend on Him to be always the same. Show this truth from Malachi 3:6 and Ecclesiastes
3:15.
6. God is forever holy and just. His integrity can never be compromised.
» Study the holiness and justice of God as you read Isaiah 6:3, Revelation15:4, and Deuteronomy
32:4.
» We can always depend on the goodness and faithfulness of Yahweh God!
7. With all of His infinite nature and powers, still Yahweh is the God who is also merciful and
abundant in goodness and truth toward His people who love and obey Him.
» Discuss this quality of God as you read Exodus 34:6.
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“THE BONDAGE OF SIN”
Lesson 9  For week ending June 2, 2018
Sin is the transgression of God’s Law, a state of rebellion against the Creator. This insidious device
of Satan has been used to ensnare and enslave every human being who has lived on the earth, with the
sole exception of Jesus Christ. In order to avoid being brought under the bondage of sin we must
understand sin.
KEY TEXT: “ Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices”
(II Corinthians 2:11).
1. Most people underestimate the subtlety and power of sin. This is usually a fatal mistake.
» Discuss sin’s deceptive nature (II Corinthians 11:3; Galatians 6:7; II T hessalonians 2:10-12).
» Often one of the problems with sin is not understanding its nature.
» Just what is sin (I John 3:4, Romans 7:8; James 2:9-12)?
2. James 1:13-16 contains a clear outline of the manner in which sin is produced in the heart of
men.
» Consider each step of this outline and see how sin develops and how it can be avoided by those
who are wise.
» Is it a sin to be tempted? Remember, Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil
(Matthew 4:1-11).
» Show how the example of Jesus’ behavior during His time of temptation prepares us to deal with
Satan’s temptations.
3. Sin is an enslaving device of Satan, one which dominates the lives of sinners.
» Consider the power of sin to enslave and control lives as you read Romans 6:6,12,14,17,20 and
II Peter 2:14.
» The ultimate end of the power of sin to control and dominate the lives of those who sin is its
penalty–which is death and eternal separation from God!
» Discuss this end result of sin from Romans 5:12; 6:23, and James 1:15.
4. Having experience and an understanding of Satan’s devices will help us to overcome sin
(Hebrews 5:14); however, in reality, the only way that the power of sin can be broken is
through our faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ.
» Establish this truth from Romans 7:24,25; 8:1-4 and I Corinthians 15:55-57 .
5. Our inability to stop sinning in a particular area may stem from a root of bitterness that we
have allowed to manifest itself in our lives by failing to forgive or by judging others.
» When we break the Laws of God, we reap the consequences.
» Jesus tells us that we are not to judge one another (Matthew 7:1,2). If we judge others without
mercy or grace, then Jesus tells us that’s how we will be judged as well.
» Deuteronomy 5:16 tells us to honor our parents so that our lives will go well. When we fail to honor
them, we invite trouble into our lives.
» Galatians 6:7 tells us that we reap what we sow. When we sow judgment, we reap judgments.
» Romans 2:1 tells us we become what we judge. In other words, when we judge others, we end
up doing the same thing (ex. a child judges an abusive parent and then becomes abusive to their
own children).
» How do you know if you have a root issue? You examine the fruit (emotions, outbursts, etc).
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“MOLDING CHRISTIAN CHARACTER”
Lesson 10  For week ending June 9, 2018
Since discipline implies self-denial, the conquering of appetites, and the mastery of emotions, one
of the most difficult tasks that we encounter is the responsibility of bringing discipline into our lives. If we
are to be true disciples of Jesus Christ, however, we must apply ourselves to the task of bringing our
bodies into subjection to the commands of God.
KEY TEXT: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable unto God, which is you reasonable service” (Romans
12:1).
1. There are two areas of our lives that require regular discipline: the body and the mind.
» Discuss the principle of non-conformity to the world by the process of transformation through
renewing the mind (Romans 12:2).
2. Examine the principle of disciplining the body through temperance in all things as outlined
in I Corinthians 9:24-27.
» Why did Paul continually work to discipline himself (verse 27)?
» Does our flesh get saved? The answer is “no”. This is why the Apostle Paul reported that he had
to “die daily” (I Corinthians 15:31).
» There is a war taking place in our minds. A battle between our flesh man and our spirit man
(Galatians 5:17).
» According to Galatians 5:16, how do we overcome our flesh (Galatians 5:24-26)?
3. The root word from which we derive discipline is the same from which we derive disciple.
Disciple means one who is taught or trained in a certain discipline.
» Discuss the role of discipline in discipleship.
» Discipline of the mind and body often involves self-denial.
» Evaluate some of the means of self-denial and their value as you analyze Matthew 7:21.
» One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is self-control (Galatians 5:22,23).
4. In the Old Testament the Law of God was a means of exacting discipline from the children of
Israel.
» Analyze the disciplining effect of the Law from Galatians 3:23-25; 4:1,2.
» The Law of Liberty of the New Testament has been greatly misunderstood as a license to conform
to the world in just about any way.
» The Law of Liberty, however, is a freedom to look into the Word of God, observe the eternal likes
and dislikes of God, and conform ourselves to His will.
» Demonstrate this truth from James 1:21-27. What is meant by “continue therein”?
5. By denying ourselves, conquering our fleshly appetites, and mastering our human emotions,
we can fulfill the purpose of the grace of God in our lives.
» Confirm this from Titus 2:11,12 and II Timothy 2:19-21.
» According to Romans 13:14, what should we do on a daily basis?
» Finally, we must make up our minds–with the help of the Holy Spirit– to “Behave Like A Christian”
as outlined by the Apostle Paul in Romans 12:9-21.
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“SIGNS FOLLOWING BELIEVERS”
Lesson 11  For week ending June 16, 2018
Throughout the Word of God, we see examples of God confirming that He is with His people through
the demonstration of signs and wonders. Our God does not change! Therefore, the same is still true in
our day. When we believe and speak the Word of God to this generation, signs will follow the believers!
KEY TEXT: “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In My Name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover” (Mark
16:17,18).
1. In Exodus 4:1-9, we find a prime example of the use of signs to confirm a man of God and His
program.
» Before God sent Moses into Egypt to deliver His people, He first equipped him with certain signs
which he would manifest through the power of God to lead them from their bondage.
» What does the Lord instruct Moses to do in Exodus 4:17?
2. In II Kings 2:13-15, the outward manifestation that caused the sons of the prophets to
recognize the fact that the spirit of Elijah now rested on Elisha, was the sign manifested when
he smote the waters of the Jordan with Elijah’s mantle and they parted.
» Would Elisha’s ministry have been so quickly respected and received without this confirming sign?
3. In Isaiah 8:14-18, we see a prophecy of Jesus and His disciples, of His binding up the
testimony (spirit of prophecy–Revelation 19:10) and sealing the Law among them.
» Then in verse 18, the prophet tells us that Jesus and His disciples were for signs and wonders
in Israel.
» Jesus surely fulfilled this prophecy as He repeatedly did signs and wonders, and miracles in the
eyes of the people (John 3:2).
» What did Jesus give to John as confirmation that He was the Christ (Matthew 11:4,5)?
» Peter also gave a statement regarding the signs in Jesus’ ministry (Acts 2:22).
4. In Corinthians 14:22, we find that the Early Church was still followed by signs, for Paul said,
“Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not.”
» Jesus declared that the Christian believer should be followed by signs to confirm to the unbeliever
that He (Jesus) is God (refer to key text).
» As long as there are unbelievers, there will be signs to follow the believers so that unbelievers will
either be convinced, or will be without excuse before God (Acts 28:3-6; II Corinthians 12:12).
5. While signs and wonders have been used by God throughout His Word to confirm and
illustrate His will for His creation, we must also recognize that signs and wonders will be used
in the Last Days to try and deceive God’s very elect.
» In the Last Days, we know that an 8th Kingdom will arise on the world stage. It will come from the
7th Kingdom, which history identifies as the Islamic Kingdom (formerly Ottoman Empire).
» Read Revelation 17:10-12.
» When the Antichrist arises on the world stage, he will first appear to be good (a lamb) yet he will
ultimately reveal his true character–a Dragon (Revelation 13:11,12).
» According to Revelation 13:14, how does He deceive those that dwell on the earth?
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“AVOIDING THE SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT”
Lesson 12  For week ending June 23, 2018
One of the easiest traps into which we can fall is the sin of judging one another. Aside from the
immediate harm that is done when we offend our brother, we also stand dangerously close to becoming
bitter and destroying our relationship with God and with our fellow man. We must have a plan to deal with
the judgmental attitude when it first arises in our hearts!
KEY TEXT: “Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with that judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged:
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again” (Matthew 7:1,2).
1. The reason which Jesus gave for commanding His disciples not to judge one another is the
fact that we all have faults and generally ours is greater than the one which we seek to judge.
» Read and discuss Matthew 7:3-5.
» Why would Jesus instruct us not to judge each other individually?
» Because He knew that we can only look on the outside.
» When Jesus judges someone, He knows the thoughts and intents of their heart (Hebrews 4:12).
» When we judge someone with our partial knowledge of the situation, we subsequently subject
ourselves to the same type of ill-informed judgment concerning our actions.
2. The Roman church was a good example of what not to do in the area of judging one another.
Much of Paul’s epistle is addressed to this problem.
» Read Romans 2:1-5, and discuss the end result of judgmental attitudes.
» The areas in which we are not to judge one another most often include such externals as what
we wear, how we look, what we eat, and the like. This was the problem at Rome.
» Examine Romans 14:1-5,10,17-20 and see Paul’s solution in verse 5 and 19.
» Compare with Colossians 2:16.
3. Judgment should be reserved for ourselves, for if we are deceived, it is generally through our
own fault (I Corinthians 11:28; II Corinthians 13:5).
» The Word of God is to be a mirror in which we can inspect our own condition before God.
» It is not a window through which to inspect the faults of others.
» Discuss the fact that we must also choose to forgive ourselves for things that happened in our
past (Philippians 3:12-14).
4. To clarify, it is true that “judgment begins at the house of God” (I Peter 4:17).
» However, this judgment is the judgment against sin and is carried out by those who by gift and
ordination are qualified to do so (I Corinthians 2:15; 5:12).
» Compare the role of the apostles as judges in Matthew 19:28.
» When Jesus instructs us not to judge each other as individuals, He is not suggesting that
everyone can do what they want without consequence.
» God’s Word tells us that it is His church–with the Word of God as its standard–that judges those
within the church (I Corinthians 15:12).
» This is part of that prophesied restoration of righteousness judgment within God’s church (Isaiah
1:26).
5. The great and final judgment of the world and of the angels will take place at the return of
Jesus Christ.
» At that time, the saints will participate in the righteous judgment (I Corinthians 6:2,3).
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“THE JOY OF SALVATION”
Lesson 13  For week ending June 30, 2018
The most joyous experience in the life of every believer is that time when they experience the
exhilarating freedom that results from the forgiveness of sins–the joy of salvation! Too many Christians
gradually lose this joy and become trapped in the doldrums of defeat and doubt. God wants us to refresh
ourselves continually by renewing the joy of our salvation. How? By remembering that we were once
lost–but now we are found!
KEY TEXT: “Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit”
(Psalms 51:12).

1. In Psalms 51:1-13, David had experienced the sorrow of separation from God through sin.
» We can also experience this feeling because of negligence in our service and worship of God.
» Outline some of the things that can sap our joy and leave us out of step with the free Spirit of God.
» Notice in verse 13 that one of the most positive and direct results of having the joy of salvation
in our lives is the fact that we are better witnesses for Christ.

2. Analyze the condition of David in Psalms 42:1-3 and discover the answer in verse 4.
» How can praise and worship renew joy in our hearts? Emphasize verse 11.

3. The second of the fruit of the Spirit–after love–is JOY (Galatians 5:22).
» Consider the importance of this attribute of the Holy Spirit in making us healthy and happy
Christians.

4. According to Isaiah 12:3, it is with joy that we are able to draw water from the wells of
salvation.
» Discuss this concept. What is the water? How are we best able to draw or receive that water?

5. I Peter 1:8 describes the experience of knowing the Lord Jesus in the experience of salvation
as being “joy unspeakable and full of glory”.
» How should this profound experience be expressed in our daily lives?
» One of our weaknesses as Christians is our failure to remember the pit from which we were
brought up by the grace of God’s salvation.
» When we call to mind the state in which we found ourselves before God redeemed us, we will
have praise for the Lord and joy in our hearts (Psalms 40:1-3)!
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