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“HOW DEEP IS YOUR LOVE?”
                                                                   Lesson 1 � For week ending April 1, 2017

There are basically two kinds of love in the world: regenerated or unregenerated. The word
regenerate means reformed or reborn, especially in a spiritual or moral sense. Regenerated love is of
God and it is unconditional and forgiving. Unregenerated  love is manmade and it is selfish, worldly,
controlling and manipulative. Given that society is largely performance-oriented and operates on a
reward system, it comes as no surprise that man’s capacity to love God and others is tainted with self-
seeking rules and motives. As believers, we certainly understand the depth of God’s love for His people;
however, the question bears asking, “How deep is your love for Him and for others?”
                                                                                                                               – Deaconess Kimberley Combs

           
KEY TEXT: “Whom have I in heaven but you? I desire you more than anything on earth. My health
may fail, and my spirit may grow weak, but God remains the strength of my heart; He is mine
forever” ( Psalms 73:25,26 NLT ).

1. To love the Lord seems simple. After all, He is perfect in all of His ways, eternally faithful, just, and
full of mercy and grace. So then, what is the issue with our love? Love is much more than a feeling
of gratitude and thanksgiving. It is a commitment to obey God’s Word (John14:15; Micah 6:8). The
love we are to demonstrate towards our Lord must be more than words, in fact, Scripture clearly
illustrates love as being an action word (Joshua 22:5; John 3:16).

2. If we were to be completely honest with ourselves, we would have to admit that loving other people
is extremely difficult at times. We have all proven that even believers can be unlovely thus challenging
the Biblical obligation to love unconditionally. So, how does one choose to love another regardless
of  their glaring faults and trespasses? Jesus and Stephen both demonstrated for us what we should
do (Luke 23:34,35; Acts 7:57-60). While we may not be subject to such extreme tortures as these,
shouldn’t that be all the more reason for us to forgive each other’s seemingly intolerant behavior from
time to time?

3. Forgiveness and love can be compared to a hammer and nails–both are needed in order to work
effectively! One cannot truly forgive without love and forgiveness because it is necessary in order to
truly love. Forgiveness, like the hammer, will drive love deeper into a long-lasting bond with one
another (I Peter 4:8). The person, who has been forgiven much, will love that much more (Luke 7:47).

4. The Word of God equates love with obedience (John 14:21; Exodus 20:6). With that being said, the
question can then be revised to ask: “How deep is your level of obedience?” Unregenerated love is
all about one’s self and their feelings; however, regenerated love has nothing to do with self and has
everything to do with God and others–regardless of how one feels!
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“CHRIST, THE TRUE PASSOVER LAMB”
                                                                                              Lesson 2 � For week ending April 8, 2017

When Jesus Christ offered His li fe upon the cross of Calvary, the eternal plan of
salvation came to its fulf i l lment.  I t was then that the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world became the true Passover Lamb that would forever deliver those who believe
in Him from the power of sin and death and make them sons of God. 

KEY TEXT: "For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast ...
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth" (l Corinthians 5:7,8b). 

1. The Old Testament Passover featured a supernatural deliverance from death in which the key
element was the applied blood of the sacrificed lamb.  Discuss Exodus 12:3-11,21-27 observing the
ceremony and its effect. 

2. Compare the various aspects of the first Old Testament Passover with the first New Testament
Passover.  Why was Jesus crucified on the day of Passover?  Why was He offered vinegar on a
sponge with hyssop while He hung on the cross (Exodus 12:8,22; John 19:28,29)?  What does God
pass over today because of the death of Jesus? 

3. In Revelation 13:8, Jesus is said to be the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Evaluate this
statement in the light of the covering which God provided for the nakedness of Adam and Eve in
Genesis 3:21.  Why was the covering which Adam made insufficient (Hebrews 9:22)? 

4. Read I Peter 1:18-23 and show the far-reaching effect of the shedding of the blood of Jesus.
Evaluate the title which John the Baptist applied to Jesus in John 1:29.  Compare this with Hebrews
9:25-28; 10:10-14. 

5. In order to be the spotless Lamb of God, it was necessary for Jesus to be without sin. Confirm this
truth from Hebrews 4:15; 2:17,18.  What was the primary reason for which Jesus left the glory of
heaven and became a man, and how was the body of Jesus perfected as an acceptable sacrifice
(Hebrews 2:9,10)?  Jesus, the Lamb of God, has now been given a name that is above every name
(Philippians 2:5-11).
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“RESURRECTION – OUR VICTORY IN JESUS”
                                                                                            Lesson 3 � For week ending April 15, 2017

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead was the pivotal event of human history.  The
power of death with which the Devil had enslaved the spirits of men since the fall of Adam was
conquered through the sinless life and atoning death of our Lord; however, the seal of His victory
was demonstrated when He arose from the dead with a glorified, immortal body.

KEY TEXT: "So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory" (I Corinthians 15:54). 

1. Jesus predicted His own resurrection in John 2:18-21 and Matthew 12:39,40.  Analyze both of these
passages and discuss the length of time that Jesus was to be entombed from the symbolism which
He used.

 
2. While some have mistakenly suggested that the resurrection was spiritual only, the Scriptures teach

emphatically that the resurrection of Jesus was a bodily resurrection.  Confirm this truth from Acts
2:29-32 and Acts 13:31-37.  Emphasize "...of the fruit of His loins, according to the flesh...”  (Acts
2:30) and "...He, whom God raised again, saw no corruption...” (Acts 13:37).

 
3. Through His resurrection, Jesus gained complete victory over the Devil and over death.  Develop this

theme from Hebrews 2:14,15.

 
4. While the death of Jesus provided the blood that atones for our sins, it was the resurrection which

completed the work on Calvary and brought about justification–or righteousness–to those who
believe.  Read Romans 4:25 and I Corinthians 15:12-19 to establish and confirm this truth.  Is our
salvation complete without the resurrection of Jesus and our faith in His resurrection (Romans
10:9,10)?

5. Christ was the firstfruits of the resurrection.  Discuss the nature of His resurrection and how we may
expect the same thing to occur to us by analyzing I Corinthians 15:22,23 and Romans 8:11,21-24.
What exactly will happen to all believers, both living and dead, at the 7  Trump return of Christ?th

Discover the answer as you read I Corinthians 15:50-52 and II Corinthians 5:1-4. 
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“SPEAKING WORDS OF LIFE”
                                                                                            Lesson 4 � For week ending April 22, 2017

We have power in our words to speak either life or death to any situation.  Since the Bible teaches
us that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks, the best way to make sure that what comes
out of our mouth is from God is to put thoughts in our heart that are good.  If we fill our heart with God’s
truth and God’s love, that’s what will come out! – Minister Marlene Carney
 

KEY TEXT: “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy
sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer” (Psalms 19:14).

1. It was Jesus who said, “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34b).
This being so, Jesus went on to emphasize how important it is that we be aware of the things that we
are saying.  Discuss Matthew 12:35-37.  One thing is certain: There is destiny in our words!  Confirm
this as you read Proverbs 18:21.

2. The Bible says we are to do all things without murmurings and disputings, holding forth the Word of
Life.  If we speak words of healing, edification, encouragement, comfort, wisdom, love, and truth
every time we open our mouths, who are we pleasing and who are we helping (Philippians 2:13-16;
John 8:29)? 

3. Thinking right is the key to speaking right.  If you have your mind fixed on good things, then your
words will reflect those good thoughts.  The Apostle Paul lists some of the things we should train our
minds to think about in Philippians 4:5-9.  Discuss the power of prayer and meditation on God’s Word
to help us keep our thoughts and words pleasing to God (Psalms 19:14).

4. Proverbs 29:11 says, “A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards.”  We
must ask God to make us wise in the amount of talking we do.  According to James, what is the
prerequisite to be a “perfect man” (James 3:2)?  The words of the wise will be gracious and full of
grace. Discuss the following Scriptures with regard to speaking words of life: Psalms 37:30 and
Proverbs 15:23; 16:23,24.
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“MT. HATTIN AND THE FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH”
                                                                              Lesson 5 � For week ending April 29, 2017

On May 2, 1962, Bishop Grady R. Kent, former Chief Bishop of The Church of God, marked the site
on Mount Hattin in Israel where Jesus began construction of His church by ordaining the Twelve
Apostles. This historic date is a time for the church to remember that the church that is being restored
today was begun by Jesus Christ, Himself!

KEY TEXT: “And He goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto Him whom we would... and He
ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and that He might send them forth to preach”
(Mark 3:13,14).

1. The vast majority of the Christian community believes that the church was started on the Day of
Pentecost in Acts 2; however, Jesus declared that He would build His church. Discuss the impact of
our Lord’s statement to the Apostles in Matthew 16:15-18.

2. The truth that the church was founded by Jesus when He ordained the Twelve Apostles is confirmed
in I Corinthians 12:28 and Ephesians 2:20. That the church was already functioning–before the Day
of Pentecost–is established in Acts 1:15-26 when the church transacted spiritual business for the
Lord in the replacement of Judas with Matthias. Discuss the simplicity of this divine truth.

3. The purpose of the Day of Pentecost experience, then, was not to establish the church but to endue
it with power for service in witnessing to the resurrection of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8).

4. When Jesus ordained the apostles, He had been in the synagogue in Capernaum (Mark 2:1; 3:1) and
had withdrawn to the Sea of Galilee (Mark 3:7).  From there He went up into a mountain.  The only
mountain near the northwest side of Galilee was Mount Hattin; therefore, the ordination of the Twelve
Apostles took place on the northern slope of Mount Hattin.

5. Since Mount Hattin lies in the land of Zebulun and Naphtali, where Isaiah 9:1,2 declared the people
would see the great light (Matthew 5:14), Jesus set His light on a candlestick in that place. Discuss
the importance of Bishop Kent’s marking of Mount Hattin.
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“THE IMPORTANCE OF TRUTH”
                                                                         Lesson 6 � For week ending May 6, 2017

Truth is not something to be taken lightly. It is not something for which we can have a take-it-or-leave-
it attitude. The truth, as it is revealed in the Word of God, should be the guiding light of our life. God’s
truth is absolute. It does not change from one person to another nor from one circumstance to another.
When we find the truth and walk in it, it will result in our preservation and ultimate salvation.

KEY TEXT: “Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding”
(Proverbs 23:23).

1. One of the characteristics of Yahweh is that He cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18). Since God is perfect,
every word which comes from Him is also perfect (Deuteronomy 32:4; II Samuel 22:31). 

2. Jesus came into this world as the express image of the Father. He was the Word of God made flesh
(John 1:14). Discuss this in light of what Jesus told His disciples in John 14:6. Jesus revealed the
importance of receiving Him as the truth. What did Jesus say was the result of knowing and living the
truth (John 8:31,32)?

3. Another reason truth is important to the believer is because obedience to it brings sanctification.
Expand upon the way obedience to the Word of God sets the believer apart from the world to belong
to God (John 17:14-17; Ephesians 5:25,26).

4. Psalm 119 highlights for us some very important points about the importance of truth. According to
verses 9-11, why should we hide God’s Word in our heart? Consider the great understanding there
is to be found in God’s Word (vs 97-99).  What is God’s Word compared to in verses 105 and 130?
Discuss the way the psalmist prays in verses 124-128. What will we hate if we value the truth?

5. Satan, as the father of lies, works through deception to lead men away from the truth (Genesis 3:1-5).
What does II Thessalonians 2:8-10 say is the reason many people will perish in the Last Days?
Discuss the difference between knowing the truth and having a love for the truth.  Truth is important
to us as believers, for abiding in it places us under the divine protection of God. Read and discuss
Psalms 91:1-4. 
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“THE GRACE TO CHANGE”
                                                  Lesson 7 � For week ending May 13, 2017

According to Divine Law, God does not change; however, everything in this world is required to go
through change. It was determined at Creation that changes through death or transformation are
fundamental for growth. Just as leaves die and caterpillars transform into butterflies, we too must endure
many changes as we come into the likeness of Christ.                                        – Deaconess Kimberley Combs

                             
KEY TEXT: “Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me” (Psalms 51:10
NLT).

1. Faith, like film, is developed in darkness. Change can be unsettling for many reasons; however, it is
in the darkness of change that our faith has the opportunity to grow vibrantly in our spirits (II Samuel
22:29; Job 12:22). God is motivated by faith while Satan plays off feelings. Discuss how important
it is to put our faith in God rather than reacting to our feelings in the dark times of our lives (Hebrews
11:1; I Peter 4:12,13). 

2. There are 5 common reasons why we can't/won’t/don't change: 1.) Comfort or Complacency, 2.)
Habits, 3.) Fear, 4.) Pride, and  5.) Unforgiveness. Hebrews 12:1 reminds us what we should do when
it seems like we aren't growing anymore. Discuss the obstacles listed above and explore ways to
change and lay aside these weights which so easily beset us.

3. There are two common avenues through which we can choose to achieve change. The first is the
transformation of our mind (Romans 12:2). This is the less painful of the two; however, it does require
the adjusting of our attitude towards people and circumstances. Discuss how this transformation
comes about in the life of a believer (Psalms 19:7,8; James 1:21-25). The second is dying-out to self
(Luke 9:23). This one is a bit more painful to the flesh for it requires the slaying of selfish ambitions,
worldly lusts, ulterior motives, and outlandish behaviors (Galatians 5:24). 

4. It is obvious that we cannot change others; however, with much prayer and commitment we can
change ourselves with the help of God. In doing so, our perception of others will change. Matthew
7:1-5 warns us of focusing on the faults of others rather than our own shortfalls. Ask the Father to
bring to life in you today the prayer of David found in Psalms 51:10-12.
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“SAFETY IN THE MULTITUDE OF COUNSELORS”
                                                                            Lesson 8 � For week ending May 20,2017

There are many differing opinions and views when it comes to the interpretation of God’s Word. God
has given a framework within which His church should stay in order that we might safely interpret
Scripture. That framework is the “multitude of counselors.” It is the responsibility of the Council of
Apostles and Elders under the leadership of the Presiding Bishop to “rightly divide” God’s Word.         
                                                                       
KEY TEXT: “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is
safety” (Proverbs 11:14).

1. It is wisdom when we as individuals seek the perspective of others when we are making decisions.
What is the danger of relying solely on our own views, especially when it comes to the interpretation
of Holy Scripture (Proverbs 12:15; 14:12)? 

2. The Church of God is governed by the scriptural order and system of Theocracy–in which God rules
His people through a divinely-appointed, anointed leader and a scriptural pattern of bishops and
elders appointed under Him. The first responsibility of the Presiding Bishop is to set forth the doctrine
–or meat in due season–for the Church (Matthew 24:45). As the Anointed Leader of the church, it is
his duty to give direction and prophetic leadership to the Church. This is the same way in which God
dealt with Moses by speaking to him face-to-face (Numbers 12:1-8).

3. It is important to understand that the Church does not set forth it’s own laws of actions. Discuss the
fact that it is God alone who as the Lawgiver, gives the laws to direct His people (Isaiah 33:22; James
4:12).

4. Together with the Anointed Leader, there is a multitude of counselors called the Council of Apostles
and Elders (Ephesians 2:19,20). It is the responsibility of the Council to interpret what God’s Word
is saying to the Church and to establish doctrines based on these interpretations. This is the scenario
found in Acts 15:1-7,13-19. It was not until there had been “much disputing” that James, the Anointed
Leader of the church at that time, gave the final decision.

5. It is by this process of debate and evaluation that the doctrine of the Church is progressively
developed so that the entire Church may see eye-to-eye and speak the same things (Isaiah 52:8; I
Corinthians 1:10). The approval of the Council is required for any teachings or practices that are to
be termed Apostles Doctrine and which are to be published to the entire Church “for to keep” (Acts
16:4).
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“THE TWO WAVE LOAVES OF PENTECOST”
                                                              Lesson 9 � For week ending May 27, 2017

The Feast of Pentecost in the Old Testament was an agricultural celebration of the firstfruits of the
wheat harvest. This celebration involved the waving before the Lord of two loaves of bread made from
the firstfruits of the harvest. In the New Testament, Pentecost was the time of the endowment of the
Early Church with power to reap the harvest of souls that would make up the church. The work of the
Holy Spirit to bring forth the firstfruits of the church among both the Jews and the Gentiles was revealed
in the two loaves. 

KEY TEXT: "Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall
be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the Lord”  (Leviticus
23:17). 

1. Leviticus 23:15-17 outlines the instructions of Yahweh with regard to the Old Testament celebration
of Pentecost. As is the case with the rest of the Law, this story is prophetic of events that occur in the
Dispensation of Grace. What we know today as Pentecost was originally called the Feast of Harvest.
Discuss the parallel between the Feast of Harvest and the words of Jesus about the harvest found
in Matthew 13:24-30,37-39. 

2. Paul taught the Early Church from these prophetic types (Romans 11:7,16). The firstfruits of the
harvest are the election or choosing of God that confirms the fact that a general harvest is
forthcoming. What does James call the Early Church in James 1:1,18? An election from the Early
Church obtained that for which they sought. Study Revelation 7:1-4 to see how many from the Early
Church were sealed. This 144,000 election was one of the two loaves of the prophetic type of
Pentecost. After this group was sealed, the bulk of the church harvest was reaped with millions of
members added to the church. 

3. The offering that was waved before the Lord at Pentecost was a two-part offering made up of two
identical loaves. Revelation 14:1-4 reveals a second group of 144,000 made up of people who are
redeemed from among men (as opposed to being part of the 12 tribes of Israel). Notice what the last
part of verse 4 calls this group. Verses 14-16 reveal that the sealing of these Gentiles will occur in
the time of harvest–which we know Jesus said is “the end of the world” (Matthew 13:39). This work
is to be accomplished among the Gentiles in the Last Days. Since this last group is still referred to
as “firstfruits,” consider the great harvest that is yet to come in the Last Days.

4. When God’s work is complete (Romans 11:25,26) these two identical bodies of people (the two wave
loaves) will be presented as one offering to the Lord as the Bride of Christ. The Bride is made up of
those who will rule with Christ in His Kingdom here on earth. Since Jesus is going to sit on King
David’s throne (Luke 1:32), then Jesus must also have 288,000 people directly involved in ruling the
world during the Millennial Kingdom (I Chronicles 27:1,15). Both Jew and Gentile will be made one
in the hand of the Lord (Ephesians 1:10; 3:6). 
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“FINDING OPEN DOORS”
                                                           Lesson 10 � For week ending June 3, 2017

One of the great challenges that are before the church today is the quest for growth, the need to bring
new members into our local assemblies. Often we find ourselves stalemated in this challenging work
because we seemingly cannot find and take advantage of open doors. God wants us to learn to find and
go through open doors to proclaim His Word of truth. 

KEY TEXT: "Behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast
a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name" (Revelation 3:8). 

1. The opening of doors to the exposition of divine truth often occurs when God, Himself, prepares the
way for the fulfillment of prophecy. We find this to be the case when God opened the door of faith to
the Gentiles in the Early Church. Discuss this kind of door (Acts 15:27; 15:14-17).

 
2. The doors that we need opened to us, however, are most generally the opportunities to witness for

Christ or to share the revelation of the church and its work. This is one of the works of the spirit of
publishing in the form of personal witnessing (Revelation 3:8).

3. One of the best ways in which we can secure the intervention of God to open doors for us is to
continue in prayer in this behalf. Consider the request of Paul to the church in Colossians 4:3. We
know that with the intervention of the Holy Spirit, we can see profound open doors that make the
sharing of the revelation of Jesus Christ much easier. Confirm this from I Corinthians 16:9. 

4. Quite frequently an open door can be seized upon–or we can open our own door–if we have the
wisdom of God to take advantage of a situation to present a clear and concise witness for Christ.
Consider Paul's wisdom in Acts 17:22-27. 

5. Evaluate the effective way in which Paul took advantage of the situation before King Agrippa to
present the Gospel (Acts 26:13-19). 

6. There is a secret in the words of Jesus that we have not taken full advantage of in looking for new
doors. Often we would find an open door if we would simply knock on a closed door. Evaluate this
truth from Matthew 7:7. 
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“THE RESURRECTION OF THE CHURCH OF GOD”
                                                                               Lesson 11 � For week ending June 10, 2017

In 1903, A. J. Tomlinson found a group of people in Camp Creek, North Carolina, who professed a
commitment to accept the Bible, believe and practice its teachings rightly divided, with the New
Testament as their rule of faith , practice, government, and discipline. Based on this covenant, Tomlinson
declared the group to be The Church of God of the Bible. 

KEY TEXT: “In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the
breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old” (Amos 9:11).

1. The Church which Jesus built is revealed in Bible typology by the Temple of Solomon. Confirm this
truth from Luke 11:31, I Peter 2:5 and Ephesians 2:21. Like Solomon’s Temple, the Church was
destined to be destroyed by the same Babylonian system. Discuss Acts 20:29, Revelation 17:4,5, and
Isaiah 1:21. 

2. After the Babylonian captivity, the Spirit of God stirred up prophets and wise men to rebuild the
Temple in Jerusalem. Discuss the spiritual fulfillment of Amos 9:11. When did this take place
according to verse15?

3. Bishop A. J. Tomlinson is identified in prophecy as the fulfillment of Jeremiah 30:21. Analyze verses
18,21, and 24 of this prophecy and see what work this man would do and the time in which he would
do that work. 

4. Isaiah 52:1,2 likens the restoration of Jerusalem and the Temple to a resurrection (“shake thyself
from the dust”). Expand upon the idea that just like Jesus, Himself, the Church must experience a
spiritual resurrection. 

5. The resurrection to restore the Church is expanded upon in Isaiah 60:1-11. Identify the following
fulfillments of prophecy: Gentiles to come (3,5), all races to be involved (7), age of flight (8), ministry
to isles of the sea (9), and rulers to help (10). 

6. The work of rebuilding the Church has been beset by the lack of resources and manpower and the
confusion of priorities; however, prophecy makes great promises about the restored Church. Discuss
Haggai 2:6-9, Zechariah 13:8, and Isaiah 1:26; 62:1,12. 
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“JESUS – BOTH GOD AND MAN”
                                                           Lesson 12 � For week ending June 17, 2017

Jesus Christ (Yahshua, the Messiah) embodies the greatest mystery of the Bible, for in His
person the very God who created the universe and all things in it became very man to live a
victorious life, to die an atoning death, to experience a glorious resurrection, and to ascend into
heaven to restore fallen man to the grace and favor of the Eternal God.
 
KEY TEXT: "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
received up into glory" (I Timothy 3:16).
 
1. Jesus, the person of the Word of God, with the Heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit, make up the one

God. There are not three Gods (Deuteronomy 6:4); however, there are three distinct personalities in
the one God.  The Heavenly Father is that person of the Godhead who is unknown and unseen to
the creation (John 1:18; 6:46; I Timothy 6:15,16). It is the role of the Son, or Word of God, to reveal
the Father to the creation. 

2. Before His incarnation, Jesus was the person of the Word, by whom all things were created
(Colossians 1:15-17; John 1:1-3; Hebrews 11:3).  The eternal pre-existence of the Son of God is
clearly seen in the prediction of Micah 5:2: His goings forth are "from everlasting" (compare Psalm
90:2). It is confirmed in the words of I Peter 1:19,20. 

3. When the Word of God became flesh, He laid aside His heavenly splendor and power to become a
human being, nothing more and nothing less. This is the message of Philippians 2:5-8, Hebrews
2:9,14 and Galatians 4:4. The reasons for Jesus' becoming a man were two: That He might overcome
sin in the flesh (Romans 8:3; Hebrews 4:15) and that He might overcome death by being resurrected
from the grave (Hebrews 2:9,14; Romans 5:17). 

4. Jesus Christ is destined to return to earth as the express image of the person of the Father, to rule
as God over all the earth for one thousand years–the Millennial Reign (Hebrews 1:3,8,13; Revelation
1:5-7). Then all things will be delivered up to the Father, and God will be all in all (I Corinthians 15:24-
28). 
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“THE HOLY SPIRIT–THE THIRD PERSON”
                                                         Lesson 13 � For week ending June 24, 2017

Just as the Father (Yahweh) and the Son (Yahshua) are distinct personalities within the Trinity that
make up the Godhead, the Holy Spirit (Ruach Hakodesh) is also a Person and is God. The Scriptures
consistently establish the personality of the Spirit by referring to Him with the personal pronoun He. As
the Third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit works in conjunction with the Father to lead us to Christ.
                                                         
KEY TEXT: “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me” (John 15:26). 

1. For some, the Holy Spirit is thought of as more of an abstract part of the work of God than as an
actual person. Personality is understood to include intelligence, will, and individuality. The Holy Spirit
possesses all of these qualities. Discuss this as you read John 16:12-15.
» PERSONALITY (noun) the characteristics or qualities that form an individual's character. 

2. Personal acts are also constantly attributed to the Holy Spirit throughout the Scriptures. As we just
read, He leads and guides us and He shows us things to come. Our key text also tells us that He
testifies. Consider other personal acts of the Spirit as you read Acts 13:2 and I Corinthians 2:10.

3. One of the essential attributes of personality, the element of will, is one of the characteristics of the
Holy Spirit. Take a look at I Corinthians 12:11. Can a thing or an attribute have a will? No! The Holy
Spirit has a will and therefore must be a person. 

4. Added to this evidence are the occasions of the personal manifestations of the Holy Spirit in bodily
form. These were not apparitions, but rather were tangible, bodily manifestations which only a Being
could assume. Examine this evidence further as you read Luke 3:22 and Acts 2:3,4. 
» APPARITIONS (noun) a remarkable thing making a sudden appearance, especially a ghost.

5. The only possible question that could be posed concerning the personality of the Holy Spirit is the
contention that the Holy Spirit is indeed the Father, Himself. Discuss why this assumption is not
possible as you read Genesis 1:2, John 14:16; 15:26 and Galatians 4:6.  There can be no question,
then, that the Holy Spirit is a different person from the Father and the Son, though they be of the
same essence and substance.
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