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“LET THE WORLD SEE JESUS”
Lesson 1  For week ending October 7, 2017
The world in which we live is daily growing darker just as prophecy declares that it
would; however, we as believers should not be in despair. When darkness is at its
darkest, the light of Jesus can shine through us at its brightest! There must be a sense
of urgency to lift up Jesus to those who are lost in the darkness of sin. Jesus is the only
Light of Life! He is the hope of salvation!
KEY TEXT: “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen
upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the
people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee”
(Isaiah 60:1,2).
1. Isaiah declared that the glory of the Lord would be seen upon the people of God
during a time of great darkness.
» The glory that is seen upon God’s people is none other than the glory of Jesus
Christ (John 1:14)!
» Consider the prophecy of Isaiah 9:1,2 and its fulfillment in Matthew 4:13-17.

2. When the glory of the Lord arises upon your life–or, in other words, when you
come to a true revelation of Jesus Christ–your very life will be transformed
causing you to reflect the light that He has brought to you.
» The Apostle Paul made this very clear in II Corinthians 4:1-6.
» Expand upon his statement “..we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord.”

3. The calling of the church is to point this world to Jesus (I Peter 2:9, Ephesians
3:9).
» Jesus–as the Light of the World–bestowed upon the church the responsibility to
continue shining His Light in the world (Matthew 5:14-16).
» Ask yourself this question: If someone was watching my life and following me,
would I lead them to Jesus?

4. As Jesus prepared His disciples for His departure from this world, He prayed a
prayer not only for them but for all who would come to believe in Him.
» Read part of this prayer (John 17:14-21).
» Discuss the ongoing mission of the church to stand as a visible witness of Jesus
Christ to this world (Acts 2:32).
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“THE SECRET PLACE OF PRAYER”
Lesson 2  For week ending October 14, 2017
It is an awesome thing to witness the manifestation of God’s glory. When God moves,
there is salvation and healing, and the gifts of the Spirit operate freely in the Church. The
way to see more of this manifestation of God’s power is to understand the ministry of
prayer. It is in the secret place of prayer that God goes to work on behalf of those who
put their trust in Him.
- Bishop Timothy Miller
KEY TEXT: “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my
fortress: my God; in Him will I trust” (Psalms 91:1,2).
1. Jesus taught some very important principles on how to be effective in ministry. He
gave warning to those who do all they do just to be seen of men.
» Discuss the power that comes from praying to the Father in secret as you read Matthew
6:5,6.
» A prayerless Christian is a powerless Christian.
» Did Jesus practice this principle in His own life (Mark 6:45,46)?
2. One of the traps that we fall into as believers is to be so busy that we do not take the
time to pray. If we are too busy to pray–then we are too busy!
» It is in the place of prayer that we receive and release the power of God into every area of
our lives and ministries.
» What can we accomplish through prayer (Mark 11:22-24; John 14:11-14)?
3. Prayer should be the number one priority in all that we do. This is something that the
Apostles had to recognize as the church began to grow and the demands of ministry
became greater (Acts 6:1-4).
» Prayer was not something that could be put off until all the work was done.
» Prayer–and the ministry of God’s Word–are the work!
» Why was prayer so important to the Apostles (Psalms 143:8; John 16:12,13; Matthew
10:27)?
4. Daniel was a man that was known for his faithfulness to God in prayer. In fact, this was
the only thing the presidents and princes could find to use against him (Daniel 6:5-9).
» Daniel did not pray just to be in defiance of this decree, he prayed in faithfulness to God
just as he had always done before (Daniel 6:10).
» Daniel dwelt in the secret place of the Most High, and God moved on his behalf in the time
of trouble (Daniel 6:16,19-23).
» When we seek God in secret, He will reward us openly!
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“A GOD OF RESTORATION”
Lesson 3  For week ending October 21, 2017
Throughout the Scriptures, we find that God has a plan to bring about a restoration of
all things that have been lost as a result of the devastating effect of sin on mankind and
the world. Although we have all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory, He always stands
willing and ready to restore us. God’s hand of mercy is extended to all who will turn from
their sinful ways and seek to be restored.
KEY TEXT: “And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the
cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent
among you” (Joel 2:25).
1. Satan would like nothing more than for us to believe that because of the sin and
failures of our past, we can never be restored to a right relationship with God.
» The truth is that Jesus came “to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).
» Consider the promise God made to His people in Joel 2:25-27.
» Can God restore a life that has been devastated by years of sin? Notice what He
said would happen in verses 28 and 29.
2. King David was a man who experienced first-hand what it was like to fall and
then be restored by the power of God.
» As you read Psalms 51:1-4, notice that the first thing David did in the process of
restoration was to acknowledge his sin and repent.
» Can we be restored to God without first turning from our sinful ways?
» David knew and acknowledged that the restoration he needed in his life could only
be found in God (Psalms 51:10-12; 23:3).
3. Perhaps the greatest example of God’s restoration power is the story of the
Prodical Son found in Luke 15:11-24.
» After the son had hit rock bottom and “came to himself,” what was his attitude?
» Discuss the importance of humility when seeking to be restored.
» The father in this story is a vivid picture of the way in which our Heavenly Father
watches and waits for His children to return home so that He can restore them to
the fellowship with joy (Luke 15:10).
4. Restoration with the Father can only come through a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ the Son (John 14:6; Romans 5:1,2).
» Jesus suffered, died, and resurrected so that we might be able to experience a total
restoration and healing in our lives both naturally and spiritually.
» Discuss this as you read Isaiah 53:4-6 and Luke 5:30-32.
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“RAPTURE: FACT OR FICTION?”
Lesson 4  For week ending October 28, 2017
According to the Bible, there will be a rapture (from the Latin rapio which means to seize or
carry away). This gathering mechanism will take place at the 7th Trump return of Jesus Christ
when the Christians that are still living on the earth will be caught up together with the resurrected
Christians to meet the Lord in the air.
KEY TEXT: “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (I
Thessalonians 4:17).
1. Considerable disagreement exists over whether the rapture will take place immediately
prior to the 7 years of tribulation, at the middle, or at the end.
» The first 3 ½ years of tribulation is when the Man of Sin tries to deceive the saints of God
(Daniel 8:25); the second 3 ½ years is when God pours out His wrath on the earth
(Matthew 24:21,22).
» The Church of God teaches that the catching away will take place at the end of the 7 years.
2. The coming of the Lord at the 7th Trump is destined to be a magnificent event. There will
be nothing secret about His return at the end of the last 7 years.
» According to I Thessalonians 4:13-18, what will happen to believers still on the earth?
» I Corinthians 15:51,52 confirms that this takes place at the “last trump” which we know is
the 7th Trump (Revelation 11:15-18).
3. If anyone should know the truth about the return of Christ, it certainly should be Jesus,
Himself.
» In Matthew 24, our Lord set about to answer the three questions that His disciples asked
in verse 3.
» The first question concerned what He had just said about the destruction of the Temple.
The second and third questions concern His second coming.
» Jesus answers their questions in the following verses of Matthew 24:4-31.
4. This supernatural gathering of the saints will not be to whisk everyone off to heaven to
escape the Tribulation.
» It will be for the purpose of immediately fulfilling the scene of Revelation 19:11-21.
» Discuss the Old Testament example of God supernaturally protecting the Israelites in
Goshen while simultaneously pouring out His wrath–in the form of plagues–upon the
wicked of Egypt (Exodus 12:12,13).
5. The scripture that emphasizes that the Lord is coming as a thief in the night, is there
to urge the saints of God to maintain their righteousness before God.
» Why? So that they will be prepared for His coming in power and glory (Revelation 16:15).
» How should we approach the Last Days? (I Thessalonians 5:1-11).
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“THE WORD BECAME FLESH”
Lesson 5  For week ending November 4, 2017
One of the most foundational teachings of the Christian faith is that Jesus Christ, the very Son
of God, came in the likeness of sinful flesh. He limited Himself to the confines of human
existence in every way. He overcame sin in the flesh and became the perfect sacrifice that would
atone for the sins of all mankind.
KEY TEXT: “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on
in the world, received up into glory” (I Timothy 3:16).
1. John 1:1,14 establishes the fact that God came in the flesh, in the form of the Son:
Jesus Christ, the Word of God.
» Since the scriptures reveal that Jesus became very man in the flesh, it must be concluded
that He laid aside His sovereignty by limiting Himself to the confines of human flesh and
mentality (Philippians 2:6-8).
» In His childhood, He was subject to His parents (Luke 2:51).
» His intellectual powers, like those of other children, were progressively developed (Luke
2:52).
» Expand upon how even the miracles which Jesus performed were accomplished not by His
inherit divinity, but by virtue of His complete faith in the Father (John 5:30; 14:10).

2. Jesus was in every sense a proper human being, except that, because of His virgin
birth, He knew no sin (II Corinthians 5:21).
» The precise way in which Jesus came is described in Romans 8:3.
» Jesus did not assume the likeness of sinful flesh, nor did He become sinful flesh. He came
in the likeness of sinful flesh. In other words, Jesus did not inherit our sinful nature. He was
without sin.
» Consider the sinless life of Jesus further as you read Hebrews 4:15.

3. Since Adam fell into sin and death passed upon every man (Romans 5:12), it was
necessary for Jesus to come in the veil of that same flesh so that He might overcome
the temptations of the Devil in every way (I John 3:8).
» Because He lived a sinless life, Jesus not only showed us how to overcome the flesh, He
became the perfect sacrifice to atone for the sins of the world (Hebrews 2:9,10,14,15).
4. After Jesus’ death, He resurrected three days later in the flesh never to die again (Acts
2:30,31; I Corinthians 15:20-22).
» He then returned to heaven where He was glorified with the glory which He had with the
Father from the beginning and became the mediator between God and man (John 17:5;
I Timothy 2:5,6).
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“FULFILLING THE LAW OF CHRIST”
Lesson 6  For week ending November 11, 2017
Under the Old Covenant, no man was able to keep all the Law for the Law of the Lord is
perfect. The law revealed the perfection of God and the imperfection of man. The Law of God
makes us acutely aware of our need for a Savior. Jesus lived a sinless life and became the
perfect sacrifice for our sins. Only through Jesus Christ can the righteousness of the Law be
fulfilled in us.
KEY TEXT: “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).
1. Until the time that Jesus came, no man was able to walk in obedience to the whole Law
of God (Romans 5:12-14; I John 3:4 ).
» Because of sin, every man was held in bondage to the power of sin and death (Romans
6:23).
» Discuss the work that Jesus did in order to make it possible for the Law to be fulfilled in us
(Romans 8:1-4).
2. Contrary to the thinking of some, Jesus did not come to do away with the Law of God
in favor of a new religion (Matthew 5:17-19).
» “To fulfill”, in this passage, means “to bring to completion or to bring to realization.”
» For the first time, in the person of Jesus Christ, a man became what the Law required:
sinless (Hebrews 4:15)!
3. The thing that Jesus did do away with was the keeping of the Law as a means to
righteousness.
» Confirm this as you study Galatians 2:16 and Romans 10:4.
» How does one become righteous today?
4. When Jesus came, He brought a new spiritual depth into the keeping of God’s Law.
» The God’s law was to be written into the heart (Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 36:26,27).
» Through the work of His Holy Spirit, we are given a new desire to live for God and walk in
His ways.
» Discuss the teaching of Paul on this subject as you read Galatians 5:14-18.
» What is the one word that fulfills all the law?
5. Walking in the Spirit is not something mystical. It is simply the keeping of God’s Law
as it has been written on your heart.
» According to Jesus, on what do all the Law and prophets hang (Matthew 22:37-40)?
6. When we love the Lord, it will be our joy to live in obedience to Him (John 14:15).
» Our love for God will be expressed in our love for our fellow man (I John 4:7,8,20).
» When we bear one another’s burdens we are in essence fulfilling the Law of Christ.
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“GODLY PEOPLE ARE THANKFUL PEOPLE”
Lesson 7 For week ending November 18, 2017
Are you thankful for the blessings that God has given into your life? We should take every
opportunity that we can find to direct our attention–and the attention of others–to the reality that
there is a loving God who is the source of every good and perfect gift. One of the characteristics
of Godly people will be that they are thankful people!
KEY TEXT: “O give thanks unto the LORD, for He is good: for His mercy endureth for ever.
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the
enemy” (Psalms 107:1,2).
1. The book of Psalms is full of exhortations that when read will help us to develop an
attitude of gratitude. Our appreciation should be directed towards the Lord.
» If God has blessed us, then we should say so! It is by saying so that God receives the glory
(Psalms 105:1-5).
2. The statement, “Remember His marvelous works that He hath done” is so important.
» We are living in a time when people are forgetting to be thankful and much more than that
they are forgetting God, Himself!
» Consider what Paul had to say about the Last Days (II Timothy 3:1-4).
» The word unthankful should not be a word that describes a believer.
3. Prosperity has a way of breeding pride and arrogance. When things are going well, man
has a tendency to think he is self-sufficient.
» He has a tendency to forget that God is the one-and-only source all his blessings.
» God gave the Children of Israel very strong warnings about the dangers of prosperity in
Deuteronomy 8:10-19.
4. Those who are Godly know Who is the source of every good thing (James 1:17).
» This is a good reason to pause before we eat and simply say thank you to the Lord for His
provision.
» Discuss the instructions found in I Thessalonians 5:16-18.
5. There is great power in found in two little words: Thank you!
» All parents have experienced nudging their children to say thank you for something nice
that someone has done for them. It is just the right thing to do.
» Shouldn’t we give that same courtesy to the Yahweh God? (Luke 17:11-19)
» According to Psalms 100, how should we enter into God’s presence? (Psalm 100:4)
6. One quality of a Godly person is that no matter what the circumstance, they will find a
reason to give God praise!
» Why? Because they know that God loves them and has a purpose in all that He does
(Psalms 140:13).
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“MAKING OURSELVES READY”
Lesson 8  For week ending November 25, 2017
The Holy Scriptures reveal that when Jesus returns to this earth, He will be looking for
His beautiful Bride to take her place at His side to rule in His kingdom. The Bride which
Jesus is looking for is the Church, which will be made up of people that have made
themselves ready for His coming. It is time to make preparation. Behold the Bridegroom
cometh!
KEY TEXT: “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready” (Revelation 19:7).
1. The concept that Jesus is a Bridegroom that will one day come back to earth to
claim His Bride, is well-established in the Scriptures.
» Discuss this as you read Matthew 25:1-13, John 3:28,29, and Luke 5:34,35.
2. Complacency is the enemy of our destiny in Jesus Christ.
» There are too many who are dozing of into spiritual sleep because they lack the
sense of urgency in regard to the coming of Jesus.
» Consider Paul’s exhortation to the Church in Romans 13:11-14.
3. For a bride, a very important part of being ready for her wedding day is being
properly dressed. She must have her wedding dress on.
» Our key text says, “His wife hath made herself ready.”
» Discuss this preparation as you read Isaiah 52:1,2 and Revelation 19:8.
4. The Bride of Christ will be made up of those people who fulfill the scriptural
requirements found in the Word of God–the Holy Bible.
» Ephesians 5:25-27 explains that it is by “the washing of water by the Word” that we
are cleansed and made mature.
» God’s Word will remove any spot or blemish that defiles us.
» Right now is the time for the Bride to sit in front of the mirror of God’s Word so that
she can be sure that everything is in place (James 1:21-25).
» According to Revelation 14:1-5, what 2 things will not be found in the Bride of
Jesus?
5. It is an abiding love for Jesus that should motivate us to be ready and waiting
when He returns. His Bride will love Him for who He is, not just what He can do
for her.
» Our love and desire for Him should grow stronger each day (Joshua 22:5 ).
» His Bride will be found diligently doing His will (John 14:23).
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“THE CHURCH GOD BUILT”
Lesson 9  For week ending December 2, 2017
The Bible unveils the plan of God to bring together a people who will be built together
as a Holy Temple for the Lord, a place where the Lord Himself will dwell. This is a
revelation of God’s Church. God’s House is going to be built according to a very specific
blueprint. That pattern is found in the Word of God. When it is complete, it will be the
house God built and not man!
KEY TEXT: “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have
such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man” (Hebrews 8:1,2).
1. God revealed His desire to Moses to have a place on the earth that His presence
could come and dwell among men–whom He created in His image.
» In doing so, He gave Moses a glimpse into heaven itself that He might know how
to build the House of God as a representation of that which is in heaven (Hebrews
8:5).
» The thing that we need to understand when it comes to God’s House is that it will
only be God’s house if it is built according to His specific standard. What is the
result if we change even one thing?
2. The Temple which Solomon built was prophetic of the spiritual temple (the
Church) which Jesus, the true Solomon, built during His ministry on earth.
» Jesus identified Himself with Solomon in Luke 11:31.
» Consider the words spoken to Solomon and see how they pointed to the work of
Jesus Christ (I Chronicles 28:9,10; Matthew 16:18).
3. As Jesus built the Early Church, He did so according to the same pattern of
government that God had given Moses.
» It is interesting to note that God’s people in the days of Moses were called “the
church in the wilderness” (Acts 7:37,38).
» Compare the following scriptures: Numbers 1:4,44; Mark 3:13,14; Numbers
11:16,17; and Luke 10:1.
4. The Old Testament Temple–as a type and shadow of the church which Jesus
built– is further confirmed in the New Testament in I Peter 2:5 and Ephesians
2:20-22.
» In order to be God’s Church, it must be built according to God’s pattern.
» Discuss what that means for us today (Psalms 127:1).
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“SHARPENING OUR SWORD”
Lesson 10  For week ending December 9, 2017
In the Bible, the Word of God is compared to a sharp two-edged sword. It is a part of the armor
and weaponry that we as believers have been given to use in our battle against the forces of
spiritual darkness. We must endeavor to develop and harness the power of this weapon in our
lives. How? Through disciplined study and faithful obedience to the Word of God. The more we
use this Sword, the sharper it becomes in our hand!
KEY TEXT: “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God” (Ephesians 6:17).
1. What is the nature of the battle that we are fighting today? Read Ephesians 6:11,12.
» It is no wonder that God gave us the most powerful weapon in existence to combat the
enemy: “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”
» Confirm further the effectiveness of the Word of God as you read Hebrews 4:12.
2. No warrior would ever go into battle without a thorough knowledge of the weapon that
he is going to use.
» It order to be successful, he would take time to be trained to use his sword skillfully.
» He would be sure that his sword had been properly sharpened.
» Apply this same principle to our need to be skillful in our use of the Word of God as you
study Hebrews 5:11-14 and II Timothy 2:15.
» It is the job of the Holy Spirit to help us remember the Words of Jesus, but how can He do
His job if we don’t read God’s Word? Read John 14:25,26.
3. From a very young age, Jesus applied Himself to become very skillful in His knowledge
and use of the Word of God (Luke 2:42,46-52).
» As Jesus prepared to enter into His ministry and was confronted by the enemy, He
demonstrated for us the way in which the Word of God should be used to stop Satan’s
attack.
» Discuss the skillfulness with which Jesus used the Word of God as you read Matthew 4:110.
» Should we engage in discussions with Satan based on our own understanding? Consider
the example of Eve in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-6).
4. Another crucial part of our spiritual warfare is the battle for the souls of men. This battle
is also won through skillful use of the Word of God.
» Discuss the power of God’s Word to stir up faith in unbelievers as you read Romans 10:1317.
» It is for this reason that we should seek continually to sharpen our knowledge of the Word
of God (I Peter 3:15).
» As we trust in the Holy Spirit, He will teach us how to effectively handle the Word of God
(John 14:26).
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“GOD CAN DO IT!”
Lesson 11 For week ending December 16, 2017
God delights in doing for us that which we cannot do for ourselves. All of as at one time or
another are faced with hardship or sickness. The good news is that we serve a God who is well
able to deliver and heal us! We don’t always understand why we go through the things we do;
however, we know that if we will trust the Lord, He will be our salvation! We must let our faith
arise! With God all things are possible!
KEY TEXT: “Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto Him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen” (Ephesians 3:20-21).
1. Life can be a mystery. We wonder at times why we go through certain things, such as
sickness and pain.
» Jesus addressed this very issue in John 9:1-3.
» It may be that the struggle you are facing is the very thing God will use to bring glory to His
name.
» Discuss the reality that Jesus is still working miracles today (Hebrews 13:8).
2. Sometimes it is easier for us to believe that God will move on behalf of someone else,
than it is to believe that He will meet our own needs!
» Someone once said, “Faith is more than believing that He can move, it is KNOWING that
He will!”
» Consider this further as you read Mark 9:17-29. Is there any situation in our lives that God
cannot take care of if we will only believe?
3. A miracle occurs when there is something that needs to happen which is beyond our human
ability.
» It is when we cry out to God in our weakness, “I can’t,” that God moves in and says, “I can!”
» Discuss the great miracle which God performed for His people on the day they were
trapped between the Red Sea and the pursuing armies of Egypt (Exodus 14:21-27).
4. Many of the great miracles that Jesus performed occurred on the Sabbath day.
» Confirm this as you read the following passages: Matthew 12:10-13 and Luke 13:10-16.
» The message of the Sabbath is that we must cease from our labors.
» There are some things that we simply cannot accomplish by our works. Both salvation and
healing are benefits that must come from God.
» The New Testament Sabbath is symbolic of the rest that we receive from the Messiah
(Matthew 11:28-30).
» The Sabbath is about us not trying to do what we can’t, and by letting God do what He can!
» Conclude by reading the words of Jesus in Mark 10:27.
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“MY UNDEFILED IS BUT ONE”
Lesson 12  For week ending December 23, 2017
God’s desire is to have a special people unto Himself. They will be a holy people. The word holy
means sacred, set apart. God’s Bride will be a people that sanctify themselves to Yahweh–and to Him
alone! She will have nothing to do with other gods or any thing that is pagan or of pagan origin. She will
do whatever it takes to please the One to whom she belongs: Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord
of lords.
KEY TEXT: “My dove, my undefiled is but one; she is the only one of her mother, she is the
choice one of her that bare her. The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the queens and the
concubines, and they praised her” (Song of Solomon 6:9).
1. Throughout the Bible, women are used in typology to represent churches.
» Take a look at Song of Solomon 6:8,9.
» The queens, concubines and virgins represent the vast number of churches, and organizations
that are a part of the kingdom of God.
» Among all of these, God has His eye on one special lady that He desires to be His: “My undefiled
is but one.”
» Discuss God’s desire to have a special people as you read Deuteronomy 7:6 and Leviticus 20:26.
2. The thing that causes the Bride to stand apart is that she is undefiled. The word undefiled
means to be unsoiled or pure.
» In Hebrews 13:4, it is used to describe the marriage relationship.
» Spiritually speaking, God is looking for a people who will be faithful to Him alone.
» Revelation 14:4a, in reference to the Bride, says, “These are they which were not defiled with
women; for they are virgins...”
» Will God accept just anyone or anything when it comes to choosing His Bride?
3. There is another woman found in the Scriptures declaring herself to be queen. She is found
in Revelation 17:3-5.
» Her name is Mystery, Babylon the Great.
» Notice that one of her offenses is the sin of fornication. This is speaking of none other then the
Roman Catholic Church.
» It was in Rome that the truths of God’s Word were compromised by the church in order to
accommodate the pagan practices of their day (Isaiah 1:21,22).
» Rome was called the Mother of Harlots because of the influence she had on so many other
churches that to this day share with her in her confusion and pollution.
» Discuss the influence holidays such as Christmas and Easter have had on most of the kingdom
of God–even though many of the practices associated with them are pagan in origin and have little
to do with the Word of God (Jeremiah 10:2).
4. God is very clear about how He feels when it comes to our involvement or association with
anything that has to do with false gods (Exodus 20:2-5).
» In verse 5 He says, “I the Lord thy God am a jealous God.”
» Discuss the way we are to deal with anything that would cause us to become defiled or unfaithful
in our relationship with the Lord (Deuteronomy 7:5,6; II Corinthians 6:14-17).
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“AN EXCELLENT SPIRIT”
Lesson 13  For week ending December 30, 2017
The way we live our lives should mirror what we believe about God. We are called to love the Lord
with all our heart, soul, and mind. This means we give of ourselves for Him in an unsparing way. As His
people, we will go above-and-beyond to do everything that we do as unto the Lord. The Holy Spirit within
us will cause us to have an excellent spirit!
KEY TEXT: “Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an
excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm” (Daniel 6:3).
1. The most excellent Spirit of all is the Spirit of God. Consider the principle of Divine Law found
in Ecclesiastes 3:14.
» Everything that God does is done in a perfect way! This was demonstrated in the giving of His Son
to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins (Romans 8:32).
» Notice that God spared not when it came to our salvation. In other words, He did not keep
anything back. He did not refrain from doing something. He did what needed to be done and He
did it right.

2. Since God did not spare any expense to save us, we in turn should not be found guilty of
serving the Lord sparingly.
» Deuteronomy 6:5 tells us how we should serve the Lord. When we love Him in this way, we will
serve the Lord with gladness!
» We should strive to be the best at whatever we find to do because we know we are doing it as
unto the Lord (Ephesians 6:5-8).

3. We are not saved by good works. We do good works because we are saved!
» With that in mind think about this: The way we live as Christians should stand out from everyone
else.
» We have a higher calling in this world. We are here to represent Jesus, the King of kings and the
Lord of lords.
» This is what Jesus taught in Matthew 5:14-16.

4. Jesus taught about having an excellent spirit in His Sermon on the Mount.
» He called for His people to live up to a higher standard than those of the world. Discuss this as
you read Matthew 5:43-48.
» When we have an excellent spirit as Christians, those around us in the world will notice and be
affected in a positive way for Christ (Philippians 2:12-15).

5. As those aspiring to be the Bride of Christ, we must develop an excellent spirit.
» This term comes from Daniel 6:1-3.
» The word excellent here means surpassing, extreme, extraordinary.
» Consider the example of Rebekah as a type of the Bride of Christ found in Genesis 24:17-20.
» Someone once said, “The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is that little extra.”
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